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119th MAINE LEGISLATURE

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-1999

Legislative Document No. 1208
S.P.419 In Senate, February 11, 1999

An Act to Amend the Enhanced 9-1-1 Laws.
(EMERGENCY)

Submitted by the Department of Public Safety pursuant to Joint Rule 204.
Reference to the Committee on Utilities and Energy suggested and ordered printed.

SO/Becon

JOY J. O’'BRIEN
Secretary of the Senate

Presented by Senator KONTOS of Cumberland.

Cosponsored by Representative MADORE of Augusta and
Representatives: BERRY of Livermore, McCALEVEY of Waterboro.
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Emergency preamble. Whereas, Acts of the Legislature do not
become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted
as emergencies; and

Whereas, many of the unorganized territories are currently
known by their township and range designations; and

Whereas, the township and range designations may be
difficult to relay accurately during emergency dispatching and
response following a request for assistance using the enhanced
9-1-1 system; and

Whereas, standardized alphabetical names for unorganized
territories are desirable to promote consistency and ease of
dispatching and response; and

Whereas, the counties have already begun addressing the
unorganized territories for the purposes of the enhanced 9-1-1
system; and

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts
create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of
Maine and require the following legislation as immediately
necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and
safety:; now, therefore,

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 25 MRSA §2931, sub-§1, as enacted by PL 1997, c. 291,

§3, is repealed and the following enacted in its place:

ibi rson i il f mi f _th
E-9-1-1 system if without reasonable cause the person, after
having been forhidden to do so by a public safety answering point
inistr w by £i :

A, Makes repeated telephone calls %o a public safety

nsweri in iali -1- m nonemergen
B, Causes telepbone calls to be made to a public safety
nswerji i i larm or her alerti vi
-1~ n r 1
or message.

Sec. 2. 30-A MRSA §7501, sub-§7, as amended by PL 1995, c.
607, §2, is further amended to read:

7. Law enforcement. Law enforcement; and
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Sec. 3. 30-A MRSA §7501, sub-§8, as enacted by PL 1995, c.
607, §2, is amended to read:

8. Enhanced 9-1-1 service. Assigning and maintaining
physical addresses specifically for the purpose of statewide
enhanced 9-1-1 service. The county commissioners may enact an
ordinance to establish the addressing standards and, pursuant to
that ordinance, may assign road names to existing and proposed
roads and property numbers to existing and proposed year-round
and seasonal dwellings or structures and may install signs
designating road names~; and

Sec. 4. 30-A MRSA §7501, sub-§9 is enacted to read:

n issi T h h i in
least 7 days prior to any vote to assign or change a
i n 1 : )
rior hearing.
B The followin iteria m e in th r ion an
i £ r
1 T r i n ntain
no numbers,
(2) The following sources must be wused for the
creation and assignment of names:
Th n £ h i logical
rv 7 min r h
x majori h :

n i . n h imilar h
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Emergency clause. In view of the emergency cited in the
preamble, that section of this Act that enacts Maine Revised
Statutes, Title 30-A, section 7501, subsection 9 takes effect
when approved.

SUMMARY

The bill prohibits the use of a device that dials 9-1-1 and
transmits a prerecorded message to a public safety answering
point after being forbidden to do so. This bill also provides
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for the standard alphabetical naming of unorganized territories
by the county commissioners.
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