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119th MAINE LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-1999 

Legislative Document No.US3 

H.P.849 House of Representatives, February 11, 1999 

An Act to Increase Harness Racing Opportunities. 

Reference to the Committee on Legal and Veterans Affairs suggested and ordered printed. 

Presented by Representative TESSIER of Fairfield. 

Printed on recycled paper 



Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. 1. 8 MRSA §271, sub-§I, as amended by PL 1997, c. 528, 
4 §11, is further amended to read: 

6 1. Licensinq. If the commission is satisfied that all of 
this chapter and rules prescribed by the commission have been 

8 substantially complied with during the past year and will be 
fully complied with during the coming year by the person, 

10 association or corporation applying for a license; that the 
applicant, its members, directors, officers, shareholders, 

12 employees, creditors and associates are of good moral character; 
~ that the applicant is financially responsible.,.--and--t-Ga-&-,=Re 

14 awa~Q-~-~~~-Qa&e&-~e-~~-app~~&&-46-~~~~~~~-'=Re 

e~4,=e~4a--GOnt.-a-i:ned--:iR--&ubs&o-t-ion--a, it may issue a license for 
16 the holding of harness horse races or meets for public exhibition 

with pari-mutuel pools, which must expire on December 31st. The 
18 fee for a license is $100 or $10 per week, whichever is higher. 

The commission shall provide a booklet containing harness racing 
20 laws and rules and relevant portions of the Maine Administrative 

Procedure Act to every initial licensee and a fee not to exceed 
22 $10 must be included in the license fee to cover the cost of this 

publication. The commission shall provide necessary revisions of 
24 this booklet to those persons renewing licenses at the time of 

renewal and shall include the cost of the revisions, not to 
26 exceed $10, in the renewal fee. The license must set forth the 

name of the licenseeT ~ the place where the races or race meets 
28 are to be held aRQ--t~-&peei-f.i-e--£-aee---da&&s---anQ--&.i:me--ef--day--eF 

R:i~R'=-Q~-£~n~-~~-~~-may-Be-~-t~~-&&e-l:ieeRsee. ~Re 
30 leea,=ieR-6~-a~eQ-~~~~~~~-'=Re--£aee-~-~~~-i-&-,=e 

ee-Re,l.Q-may--be--t-£-an&4:-EH"-£~~-o-~-Gt.-be-l!'--l-~-G-&-&he--Qa,=e&-se,= 

32 f.eF'=R-~~-&he--,l.4een6e-~-~-wR:ieR--t~-~aGi-~-may-~-eeRQQe,=eQT 

eQ'=T-wi'=R--£e6pee~-~~~~~~-EH"~-~-be--&~~~~y-G-&~y-ee-maQe 

34 ,=e-~~--,l.ieeR6ee-~-~Re--~ie&&&ee-~~--~i-ae~-~~--eempl:iaRee 

Wi~R-~~--law&-~-~~~a&i-&&&-~~e-£~~~~-~-eeRd~e~-~-RaFBess 

36 !'ae:iR~'" Any such license issued is not transferable or 
assignable. The Administrative Court Judge, as designated in 

38 Title 4, chapter 25, may revoke any license issued at any time 
for violation of the commission's rules or licensing provisions 

40 upon notice and hearing. The license of any corporation is 
automatically revoked, subject to Title 5, chapter 375, upon the 

42 change in ownership, legal or equitable, of 50% or more of the 
voting stock of the corporation and the corporation may not hold 

44 a harness horse race or meet for public exhibition without a new 
license. 

46 
Sec. 2. 8 MRSA §271, sub-§2, as amended by PL 1995, c. 408, 

48 §2, is repealed. 

50 Sec. 3. 8 MRS A §271, sub-§3, as amended by PL 1991, c. 579, 
§10, is repealed. 
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2 

4 

Sec. 4. 8 MRS A §271, sub-§5, as amended by PL 1995, c. 408, 
§3, is repealed. 

Sec. 5. 8 MRSA §271, sub-§7, as reallocated by RR 1997, c. 1, 
6 §5, is amended to read: 

8 7. Bearinq on horse supply. Prior to August of each year, 
the commission shall conduct a hearing to determine whether the 

10 horse supply in the State has been adequate for the number of 
dashes conducted on assigned race dates. If the commission 

12 concludes that the horse supply has been inadequate, the 
commission shall limit to the extent necessary the number of 

14 dashes that a licensee may race on any date after A\i'J\i6-t.--ls~ 

Labor Day of that year tRat-~~-ass~»eG-~e-~~-~-eRe 
16 tl?aeJE. The commission may not restrict the number of dashes to 

fewer than 10. 
18 

Sec. 6. 8 MRS A §271, sub-§8, reallocated by RR 1997, c. 1, §6, 
20 is amended to read: 

22 8. Term of license and race date assiqmnent. 
Notwithstanding any provision of this chapter to the contrary, 

24 each license to conduct live racing or to engage in simulcast 
wagering, including by operating an off-track betting facility as 

26 defined in section 275-A aRa-~~-~~-9~-£aee-~-~-el? 
maae--by--Gbe--eeHIfRissieR, beginning with licenses issued and race 

28 dates awarded for 1998, may be for a 2-year periodf-eHeeptr-~Ra~ 
i~-~-~~~--&~~-aees-~~-~~~~~~-~Re-~~~6-t.-~-~~-aRY 

30 s\ieR-~-y&a~--~~-a-£aee-~~~-i~-wa6-~~~~~-~-l?eeeiye 

~eE-ae~R-ye~£6-~~6~-~~~~~~~r~~-&h&-e9mmissi9R-may 

32 Re~a-~-~~~~~~~-~9-~he-~~~-~~-tRe--t.~~~--&h&&-EaeiR'J 
~ieeRse--t.e-~~~~~-&h&-awaEa-ef--t.~-~~~~-~~-~Re 

34 seeeRa-yeaE-e~-tRe-teEffi-SRe\i~a-ae-Eeyekea. 

36 Sec. 7. 8 MRSA §271, sub-§9, as reallocated by RR 1997, c. 1, 

38 

40 

42 

44 

§7, is repealed. 

SUMMARY 

The bill deregulates the race 
allowing all tracks, including fairs, 
whatever day they choose. 

date assignment process, 
to conduct live racing on 
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