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119th MAINE LEGISLATURE

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-1999

Legislative Document No. 1181

H.P. 847 House of Representatives, February 11, 1999

An Act to Amend the Laws Pertaining to Dangerous Dogs.

Reference to the Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry suggested and
ordered printed.

W.

OSEPH W. MAYO, Clerk
Presented by Representative THOMPSON of Naples.

Cosponsored by Senator BENNETT of Oxford and
Representative DAVIS of Falmouth.
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 7 MRSA §3952, sub-§1, as amended by PL 1997, c. 690,

§35., is further amended to read:

1. Procedure. Any person, or if a minor., the minor's
parent or guardian, who is assaulted by a dog without provocation

or any person witnessing an unprovoked assault against a person
or domesticated animaly-within- -10--days--of--the -assault, may make
weitten complaint to the sheriff, local law enforcement officer

or, animal control officer or district attorney that the dog is

dangerous or vicious.

The sheriff, 1local law enforcement officer er, animal control

officer or district attormey may file the complaint in District

Court or Superior Court.

If, upon hearing, the court is satisfied that an assault on a
person or a domesticated animal has taken place, the court shall:

A. Order the dog muzzled, restrained or confined to the
premises of its owner or keeper; or

B. Order the dog to be euthanatized if it has killed,
maimed or inflicted serious bodily injury upon a person or
has a history of a prior assault.

The - ewne¥- or- keeper--who -keeps -a-deog-in iolation of -this-seetion
commits--a--eivil-vielatien-£for -which-a -ferfeiture-—net--to -exeeed
$100,-plus-eestsr-may-be-adiudgeds

Sec. 2. 7 MRSA §3952, sub-§4, as amended by PL 1987, c. 736,

§6, is repealed and the following eracted in its place:

4., Court action: ex parte. An order may be entered ex
parte upon findings by the court or justice of the peace when:

A Ther i r n likeli h i
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Sec. 3. 7MRSA §3952, sub-§4-A is enacted to read:

4- i X
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Sec. 4. 7 MRSA §3952, sub-§7 is enacted to read:
7 i h W, 1
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a Class D crime.
SUMMARY

This bill seeks to strengthen enforcement of the laws
pertaining to dangerous dogs. The bill adds the district
attorney as a person to which an individual may file a complaint
when the individual, or if a minor, the individual's pareant or
guardian is assaulted by a dangerous dog. The bill indicates
that if the dog has inflicted a serious bodily injury to a person
an ex parte order may be entered. The bill also makes it a Class
D crime if an owner does not abide by the orders in the Maine
Revised Statutes, Title 7, section 3952, subsections 1 and 4.
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