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119th MAINE LEGISLATURE

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-1999

Legislative Document No. 1166

S.P. 387 In Senate, February 9, 1999

An Act to Establish Occupational Health and Safety Standards for
Operators of Video Display Terminals.

Reference to the Committee on Labor suggested and ordered printed.
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JOY J. O’'BRIEN
Secretary of the Senate

Presented by Senator RAND of Cumberland.
Cosponsored by Representative HATCH of Skowhegan and

Senator CATHCART of Penobscot, Representatives: BRYANT of Dixfield, DUDLEY of
Portland, GOODWIN of Pembroke, SAMSON of Jay.
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 26 MRSA §§253 to 256 are enacted to read:
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SUMMARY

This bill requires employers to maintain the following
workplace conditions with respect to video display terminals.

1. This bill requires an employer to place video display
terminals in such a way as to reduce glare on the video display
screen caused by reflected light, If the operator continues to
find glare unacceptable, the employer must take additional steps
to limit glare.

2. This bill requires an employer to provide swivel chairs
for operators, unless the operator specifically declines such a

chair.

3. This bill requires employers to provide flexible work
breaks for video display terminal operators.

4. This bill provides for paid 1leave for vision
examinations.

5. This bill also enacts enforcement and penalty provisions.
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