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119th MAINE LEGISLATURE

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-1999

Legislative Document No. 1128

H.P. 805 House of Representatives, February 9, 1999

An Act Creating Offenses Against Unbom Children.

Reference to the Committee on Judiciary suggested and ordered printed.
/C’OSEPH W.MAYO, Clerk
Presented by Representative KASPRZAK of Newport.
Cosponsored by Senator DAVIS of Piscataquis and

Representatives: AHEARNE of Madawaska, CLARK of Millinocket, DAVIS of Falmouth,
JOY of Crystal, PLOWMAN of Hampden, SIROIS of Caribou, WATERHOUSE of Bridgton,
WESTON of Montville.
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec.1. 17-A MRSA ¢. 10 is enacted to read:
CHAPTER 10
OFFENSES AGAINST AN UNBORN CHILD

§223. Voluntary manslaughter of unborm child
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which reduces the crime to a Class C crime, that the death of the
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SUMMARY

This bill creates new crimes against unborn children.
Punishment for intentionally or knowingly causing the death of an
unborn child is the same as for murder. Voluntary manslaughter
of an unborn child is a Class A crime. Recklessly causing the
death of an unborn child is a Class B crime, except that it is
reduced to a Class C crime if the death was caused by the
reckless operation of a motor vehicle. Assault and aggravated
assault on an unborn child are Class D and Class C crimes,
respectively.

These crimes do not apply to an abortion to which the
pregnant woman has consented, nor do they apply to acts committed
pursuant to usual and customary standards of medical practice
during diagnostic or therapeutic treatment. These crimes do not
apply to the pregnant woman.
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