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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. I. 24 MRSA §2332-J is enacted to read: 
4 

§2332-J. Coverage for eaergenc;y mental health services 
6 

1. Reg:uired coyerage for eaergenc;y mental health seryic;es. 
8 Notwithstanding any other provisions of this Title, a nonprofit 

hospital or medical service organization that issues individual 
10 and group health care contracts providing coverage for emergency 

mental health services rendered in hospital emergency rooms and 
12 mobile units shall prOvide coverage under those contracts for 

emergency mental health services provided outside the hospital in 
14 COmmunity settings. 

16 2. Limits; c;oiD&urDDC:e; deductibles. Any contract that 
provides coverage for the services required by this section may 

18 contain prov~s~ons for maximum benefits and coinsurance and 
reasonable limitations, deductibles and exclusions to the extent 

20 that these provisions are not inconsistent with the requirements 
of this section. 

22 
Sec. 2. 24-A MRSA §27S6 is enacted to read: 

24 
§2756. Coyerage for emergency mental health seryic;es 

26 
1. Required c;oyerage for emergenc;y mental health servic;es. 

28 Notwithstanding any other provisions of this chapter, an insurer 
that issues individual health insurance policies and contracts 

30 providing coverage for emergency mental health services rendered 
in hospital emergency rooms and mobile units shall provide 

32 coverage under those contracts for emergency mental health 
services provided outside the hospital in COmmunity settings. 

34 
2. Liaits: c;oinsurance: deductibles. Any policy or 

36 contract that provides coverage for the services required by this 
section may contain prov1S~onS for maximum benefits and 

38 coinsurance and reasonable limitations. deductibles and 
exClusions to the extent that these prov1S~ons are not 

40 inconsistent with the requirements of this section. 

42 Sec.3. 24·A MRSA §2847.<; is enacted to read: 

44 §2847-G. Coyerage for emergency _ntal health services 

46 1. Required c;oyerage for emergency mental health servic;es. 
Notwithstanding any other provisions of this chapter. an insurer 

48 that issues group health insurance policies and contracts 
providing coverage for emergency mental health services rendered 

50 in hospital emergency rooms and mobile units shall provide 
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coverage under those contracts for emergency mental health 
2 seryices proyided outside the hospital in community settings. 

4 ~. Limits: coinaurDDcg: dgductiblga. Any policy, contract 
or certificate that proyides coyerage for the seryices reguired 

6 by this section may contain proyisions for maximum benefits and 
coinsurance and reasonable limitations, deductibles and 

8 exclusions to the extent that these prOVl.Sl.ons are not 
inconsistent with the reguirements of this section. 

10 
Sec. 4. 24-A MRSA §4245 is enacted to read: 

12 
§4245. Coyeragg for tHIlerggnc.y _ntal health servicgs 

14 
1. iegJlired coverage for eMrgttn<:y _ntal health aervi.c.ttL. 

16 Notwithstanding any other proyisions of this chapter, a health 
maintenance organization that issues indiyidual and group health 

18 care contracts proyiding coyerage for emergency mental health 
seryices rendered in hospital emergency rooms and mobile units 

20 shall proyide coyerage under those contracts for emer~ency mental 
health seryices proyided outside the hospital in community 

22 settings. 

24 2. LiIli.ta: coinavance: dgductiblga. Any contract that 
proyides coyerage for the seryices required by this section may 

26 contain proYl.S10nS for maximum benefits and coinsurance and 
reasonable limitations, deductibles and exclusions to the extent 

28 that these provisions are not inconsistent with the requirements 
of this section. 

30 
Sec. 5. Application. This Act applies to all individual and 

32 group policies and contracts executed, delivered, issued for 
delivery, continued or renewed in this State on or after January 

34 1, 2000. For purposes of this Act, a contract is deemed to be 
renewed no later than the next yearly anniversary of the contract 

36 date. 

38 
SUMMARY 

40 
This bill requires that nonprofit hospital and medical 

42 service organizations, health insurers and health maintenance 
organizations that provide coverage for emergency mental health 

44 services rendered in hospital emergency rooms and mobile units to 
also provide coverage for emergency mental health services 

46 provided outside the hospital in community settings. It applies 
to all individual and group policies and contracts issued or 

48 renewed on or after January 1, 2000. 
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