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119th MAINE LEGISLATURE

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-1999

Legislative Document No. 1119

H.P. 796 House of Representatives, February 9, 1999

An Act to Ensure that Emergency Mental Health Services are a Covered
Benefit.

Reference to the Committee on Banking and Insurance suggested and ordered printed.

éOSEPH W.MAYO, Clerk
Presented by Representative KANE of Saco.

Cosponsored by Representatives: BRAGDON of Bangor, BRENNAN of Portland, GAGNON
of Waterville, GLYNN of South Portland, O’NEIL of Saco, PIEH of Bremen, Senator:
PARADIS of Aroostook.
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 24 MRSA §2332-] is enacted to read:
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Sec. 5. Application. This Act applies to all individual and
group policies and contracts executed, delivered, issued for
delivery, continued or renewed in this State on or after January
1, 2000. For purposes of this Act, a contract is deemed to be
renewed no later than the next yearly anniversary of the contract
date.

SUMMARY

This bill requires that nonprofit hospital and medical
service organizations, health insurers and health maintenance
organizations that provide coverage for emergency mental health
services rendered in hospital emergency rooms and mobile units to
also provide coverage for emergency mental health services
provided outside the hospital in community settings. It applies
to all individual and group policies and contracts issued or
renewed on or after January 1, 2000.
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