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L.D. 1076 

DATE: April 9, 1999 (Filing No. S- 76 

TRANSPORTATION 

Reported by: 

Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Secretary 
of the Senate. 

STATE OF MAINE 
SENATE 

119TH LEGISLATURE 
FIRST REGULAR SESSION 

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT " A" to S.P. 375, L.D. 1076, Bill, "An 
Act to Simplify the Process of Claiming Abandoned Vehicles" 

Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting 
clause and before the summary and inserting in its place the 
following: 

'Sec. 1. 29·A MRS A §§1852 and 1854, as enacted by PL 1993, c. 
683, Pt. A, §2 and affected by Pt. B, §5, are amended to read: 

§1852. Abandonment defined 

For the purposes of this subchapter, a vehicle is considered 
"abandoned" if the owner or lienholder does not retrieve it and 
pay all reasonable charges for towing, storing and authorized 
repair of the vehicle within 14 days €If--p-ub-J.-i-e-a-t-i-t>n---a&-l'i'e~\iil'i'ea 

ey--~&~&-~~~-e~--wi~RiB--~-~~-€If--Fe&&i~~-~--~~-Be~iee 

l'i'e~\iil'i'ee-~-~~-i~-l8§§ after the notice to the owner and 
lienholder are sent by the Secretary of State or 14 days after 
the advertisement is published as required in section 1854, 
subsection 4. 

§1854. Notification of vehicle owner 

1. Notification in writing. *f-~he-~-~--~beB~~eel'i'-eE 

a-¥eh-i€~~~~~~&r-~Re The owner of the premises where ~Re an 
abandoned vehicle is located shall iB~~il'i'e--eE notify the 
Secretary of State iB-"*l:"-i-t-,i.nq--wRe~Rel'i'--t-he--Seel'i'e~aFy-~--S~at:e.!.6 

FeeeFa6-~~~-iBferffia~ieB-~-~-~h€-~r-ana--~~lder-,-iE 
aBYT-~~-~~-¥eRie±e that the owner is in possession of an 
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "1/" to S. P. 375, L. D . 1076 

abandoned vehicle. 1~--ea±y--~ae--±ieaae±ee~--i6--ya*aewaT--~ae 

ia~yi~Y-~~~~-By-~~~-6ee~iea-~-Be-~-By-~~1~-aae 

aeee-~~-~-€e~~4~meQ-~-w~itia~-~~~-~&&-Se€~e~~~y-~--StateT 

The notification must be in writing and on a form provided by the 
Secretary of State. 

2. Contents of notification. This ia~yi~y notification 
must include the vehicle's make, model, year, body type, vehicle 
identification number and any registration and plates on the 
vehicle. This notification also must include the date the 
vehicle came into possession of the owner or person in charge of 
the premises where the vehicle is located, under what 
circumstances the vehicle came into that person's possession and 
whether the vehicle is salvage. 

3. Response. On receipt of the ia~yi~y notification, the 
Secretary of State shall p~eviee-~~~bG&~-e~-~~~~~-wita 
tae-~-aae-~~-e~-~~-veRie±e~6-~--aae-~~~1~--9~ 

6Rall-£~a~e-~-hat.--no--F€-e<H:.d-9~-~he-·-vehi~-le--i-s--e-E:-~ile inform the 
vehicle owner and lienholder. if any. by regular mail that the 
vehicle is being claimed under the abandoned vehicle law. The 
notice to the vehicle owner and lienholder. if any. must identify 
the vehicle by the year, make, model and vehicle identification 
number. give the name and address of the party claiming 
ownership. state the charges against the vehicle that the owner 
and lienholder. if any. must pay to retrieve the vehicle. and the 
date that the title or letter of ownership will pass to the new 
owner. A copy of this letter must be provided to the person 
claiming ownership. 

4. Publication. If the Secretary of State finds no record 
of the vehicle, the owner of the premises where the vehicle is 
located shall publish a notice a~-±ea6t-~wiee once in a newspaper 
of general circulation in the county where the premises is 
located. That notice must clearly: 

A. Describe the vehicle by the year, make. model and 
vehicle identification number; 

B. State that if the owner of the vehicle or lienholder has 
not properly retrieved it and paid all reasonable charges 
for its towing aaeL storage and repair within 14 days from 
eate-e~-last the publication, ownership of the vehicle will 
pass to the owner of the premises where the vehicle is 
located; and 

C. State how the owner of the premises may be contacted. 

Sec. 2. 29·A MRSA §1855, as enacted by PL 1993, c. 683, Pt. 
A, §2 and affected by Pt. B, §5, is repealed. 
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT .f}" to S.P. 375, L.D. 1076 

Sec. 3. 29-A MRS A §§1856 and 1857, as enacted by PL 1,993, c . 
683, Pt. A, §2 and affected by Pt. a, §5, are amended to ·read: 

§1856. Change of ownership 

1. Evidence of compliance. A person who has complied with 
section 1854 e~--lS~~, subsection 4 shall present evidence of 
compliance to the Secretary of State immediately after the 14-day 
notice period. The Secretary of State may not issue a letter of 
ownership or certificate of title until at least 30 days after 
the date on which the person :Ei~SE who has possession of and 
control over the vehicle notified the Secretary of State by 
complying with section 1854, subsections 1 and 2. 

2. Issuance of certificate; letter of ownership. The 
Secretary of State, upon being satisfied that Eae--fH'H."-&On--aas 
Re1;i:fi:ea-e~-.has--a-t-t.-erApt-ed--t,G.-Reti:fy notice has been made to all 
parties with an interest in the vehicle, may issue certificates 
of title or letters of ownership as follows. 

A. For a vehicle not required to be titled, on presentation 
of sufficient evidence and payment of a $5 fee, the 
Secretary of State may issue a letter of ownership to the 
owner of the premises on which the vehicle is located. 

a. For vehicles subject to chapter 7, on presentation of 
sufficient evidence and application for certificate of title 
in accordance with section 654 and payment of a fee set 
forth in section 603, the Secretary of State may issue a 
certificate of title to the owner of the premises on which 
the vehicle is located. 

If the owner or lienholder of the vehicle retrieves it and 
pays the towing, storage and repair charges before the Secretary 
of State issues a letter of ownership or certificate of title, 
the person holding the vehicle must immediately release it to the 
person paying the charges and must immediately notify the 
Secretary of State of the release. 

A person who refuses to release a vehicle when reasonable 
charges are paid or does not notify the Secretary of State that 
the vehicle is no longer in the person I s possession commits a 
Class E crime. 

§1857. Limits 

If the i:R~Ui:~y notification to the Secretary of State 
required by section 1854 e~-.t.he--i%O-t-~-Fe~ui:~ea-.£>jr-~t-.i<m--l899 

is made more than 30 days after receipt of a vehicle described in 
section 1851, the person holding the vehicle may not collect more 
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A" to S.P. 375, L.D. 1076 

than 30 days of storage fees. Daily storage charges must be 
reasonable and total storage charges may not exceed $6'00 for a 
30-day period. ' 

Further amend the bill by inserting at the end before the 
summary the fOllowing: 

'FISCAL NOTE 

The Bureau of Motor Vehicles wi thin the Department of the 
Secretary of State will incur some minor additional costs to 
develop certain forms and to provide certain notifications by 
regular mail. These costs can be absorbed wi thin the bureau's 
existing budgeted resources. 

This bill may increase prosecutions for Class E crimes. If 
a jail sentence is imposed, the additional costs to the counties 
are estimated to be $82.48 per day per prisoner. These costs are 
not reimbursed by the State. The number of prosecutions that may 
result in a jail sentence and the resulting costs to the county 
jail system are expected to be insignificant. 

The additional workload and administrative costs associated 
with the minimal number of new cases filed in the court system 
can be absorbed wi thin the budgeted resources of the Judicial 
Department. The collection of additional fines may increase 
General Fund revenue by minor amounts.' 

SUMMARY 

This amendment removes the requirement that the person 
claiming an abandoned vehicle send a notice by certified mail, 
return receipt requested, to the owner and lienholder, if any. 
The Secretary of State, on proper' notification, is required to 
write the letter formally notifying the current owner. This 
amendment requires only one newspaper advertisement when the 
Department of Public Safety, Bureau of Motor Vehicles can not 
find any record of an owner or lienholder for a vehicle. The 
amendment also adds a fiscal note to the bill. 
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