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119th MAINE LEGISLATURE
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Legislative Document No. 1000
S.P. 346 In Senate, February 4, 1999

An Act to Provide Insurance Parity for Substance Abuse Treatment.

Reference to the Committee on Banking and Insurance suggested and ordered printed.
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 24 MRSA §2329, sub-§3, as enacted by PL 1983, c. 527,

§1, is amended to read:

3. Requirement. Every A nonprofit hospital or medical
service organization whieh that issues individual and group
health care contracts previding--coverage -for--hospital--care to
residents of this State shall provide benefits as required in
this section to any subscriber or other person covered under
those contracts for the treatment of alcoholism and other drug
dependency pursuant to a treatment plan.

Sec. 2. 24 MRSA §2329, sub-§4, as enacted by PL 1983, c. 527,
§1, is repealed.

Sec. 3. 24 MRSA §2329, sub-§4-A is enacted to read:

Sec. 4, 24 MRSA §2329, sub-§5, as amended by PL 1989, c. 490,
§2, is repealed.

Sec. 5. 24 MRSA §2329, sub-§7, as enacted by PL 1983, c. 527,

§1, is amended to read:

7. Notice. At the time of delivery or renewal, the
nonprofit hospital or medical service organization shall provide
written notification to all individuals eligible for benefits
under jindividual and group policies or contracts of these the

alcoholism and drug dependency benefits provided under this
section.

Sec. 6. 24 MRSA §2329, sub-§9, as enacted by PL 1983, c. 527,

§1, is amended to read:

9. Reports to the superintendent. Every A nonprofit
hospital or medical service organization subject to this section
shall report its experience for each calendar year beginning with
1984 to the superintendent not later than April 30th of the
following year. The report shali must be in a form prescribed by
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the superintendent and shail include the amount of claims paid in
this State for the services required by this section and the
total amount of claims paid in this State for individual and
group health care contracts, beth separated betweean according to
those paid for inpatient and or outpatient services. The
superintendent shall compile this data for all nonprofit hospital
or medical service organizations in an annual report.

Sec. 7. 24 MRSA §2329, sub-§10, as repealed and replaced by PL
1987, c. 480, §4, is amended to read:

10. Application; expirationm. The requirements of this
section shaii apply to all policies and any certificates or
contracts executed, delivered, issued for delivery, continued or
renewed in this State on or after January 1, 1984. The

ONLra S pxXe i1ced Qe eredg ‘->~. O ge i 8Y O led o,
repnewed in this State on or after Japuary 1. 2000, For purposes
of this section, all contracts shall-be are deemed to be renewed
no later than the next yearly anniversary of the contract date.

Sec. 8. 24-A MRSA §2749-D is enacted to read:

B, "Residential treatment"” means services at a facility
1l i . 9 1] AL = 4 c i€
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Sec. 9. 24-A MRSA §2842, sub-§3, as enacted by PL 1983, c.

527, §2, is amended to read:

3. Requirement. Every An insurer whieh that issues group
health care contracts previding--coverage -for--hospital--eare to
residents of this State shall provide benefits as required in
this section to aay-subseriber--or-ether a person covered under
those contracts for the treatment of alcoholism and other drug
dependency pursuant to a treatment plan.

Sec. 10. 24-A MRSA §2842, sub-§4, as enacted by PL 1983, c.
527, §2, is repealed.

Sec. 11. 24-A MRSA §2842, sub-§4-A is enacted to read:

Sec. 12. 24-A MRSA §2842, sub-§5, as amended by PL 1989, c.
490, §3, is repealed.

Sec. 13. 24-A MRSA §2842, sub-§10, as repealed and replaced by
PL 1987, c. 480, §5, is amended to read:

10. Application; expiration. The requirements of this
section shail apply to all policies and any certificates or
contracts executed, delivered, issued for delivery, continued or
renewed in this State on or after January 1, 1984. The

on 'r
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renewed in this State on or after Japuary 1., 2000. For purposes

Page 4-LR1458(1)



10

12

14

16

18

20

22

24

26

28

30

32

34

36

38

40

42

44

46

48

of this section, all contracts shall-be are deemed to be renewed
no later than the next yearly anniversary of the contract date.

Sec. 14. 24-A MRSA §4245 is enacted to read:
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SUMMARY

This bill requires that all individual and group health
insurance contracts provide <coverage for substance abuse
treatment under the same terms and conditions as coverage for
physical conditions and illnesses. The bill applies to aill
policies and contracts issued or renewed on or after January 1,

2000.
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