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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

read:

Sec. 1. 12 MRSA §6505-A, sub-§§2-A through 2-F are enacted to
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Sec. 2. 12 MRSA §6505-A, sub-§4, as amended by PL 1997, c.
297, §1, is repealed.

Sec. 3. 12 MRSA §6505-A, sub-§4-A is enacted to read:
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Sec. 4. 12 MRSA §6505-A, sub-§5, as amended by PL 1997, c.
297, §2, is further amended to read"

5. Gear. A person issued a license under this section may
utilize one elver fyke net, one Sheldon eel trap or one dip net
to fish for or take elvers without paying the fee required for a
first net or trap pursuant to section 6505-B. A license issued
under this section must identify the number and types of nets
that the license holder may use pursuant to this section and

section 6505-B. This subsection is repealed June 1. 2002,

Sec. 5. 12 MRSA §6505-B, sub-§1, as amended by PL 1997, c.
297, §§3 and 4, is further amended to read:

1. Elver fyke net and Sheldon eel trap fee. It is unlawful
for a person to submerge an elver fyke net or a Sheldon eel trap
in the coastal waters of the State to fish for or take elvers
unless the net or trap owner pays annually the following fees

according to the schedule below:

A. Fifty dollars per net or trap for the use of a first or
2nd elver fyke net or Sheldon eel trap, except that the fee
under this paragraph does not apply to an elver fyke or
Sheldon eel ¢trap a person utilizes pursuant to section
6505-A, subsection 5. For the purposes of assessing fees
under this subsection, an elver fyke net or Sheldon eel trap
utilized pursuant to section 6505-A, subsection 5 is the
first net or trap:;

B. One hundred dollars per net or trap for the use of a 3rd
elver fyke net or Sheldon eel trap; and

C. Two hundred dollars per net or trap for the use of a 4th
and 5th elver fyke net or Sheldon eel trap~ :

Sec. 6. 12 MRSA §6505-B, sub-§3, as amended by PL 1997, c.
297, §5, is repealed.

Sec. 7. 12 MRSA §6505-B, sub-§4, as enacted by PL 1995, c.
536, Pt. A, §8, is amended to read:
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4. Payment with 1license. The fees required under
subseetiens subsection 1 and-3 must be paid upon application for
an elver fishing license under section 6505-A. This subsection

is repealed June 1. 2002.
Sec. 8. 12 MRSA §6505-C, sub-§2, as enacted by PL 1995, c.
536, Pt. A, §8, is amended to read:

2. Exemptions. A person may fish for or take for personal
use ar-eel up to 20 eels in the coastal waters of the State by
speargun, harpoon, trap or hook and 1line and may possess or

transport that-eel those eels.
Sec. 9. 12 MRSA §6575, sub-§§1-A through 1-C are enacted to

read:

Sec. 10. 12 MRSA §6575-A, as amended by PL 1997, c. 575, §3,

is further amended to read:

6575-A. Closed period; elver harvesting

It is unlawful for a person to fish for or take elvers from
noon Friday to noon Sunday. A person may leave an elver fyke net
or a Sheldon eel trap in the coastal waters of the State during
the closed period if the net or trap is left in a condition that
prevents the capture of elvers. This section jis repealed May 31,
2002,
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Sec. 11. 12 MRSA §6575-B, sub-§1, as enacted by PL 1995, c.
536, Pt. A, §9, is amended to read:

1. Gear. It is unlawful for a person to fish for or take
elvers by any method other than by dip net, elver fyke net or
Sheldon eel trap. This section is repealed May 31, 2002,

Sec. 12. 12 MRSA §6575-B, sub-§2, 4§A through C, as enacted by
PL 1995, c. 536, Pt. A, §9, are repealed and the following
enacted in their place to read:

Sec. 14. 12 MRSA §6575-B, sub-§4, as enacted by PL 1995, c.
536, Pt. A, §9, is amended to read:

4. Prohibition on fishing from boats. It is unlawful for a
person to set or tend an elver fyke net or a Sheldon eel trap
from a boat or to fish for or take elvers from a boat. A person
may transport an elver fyke net, a Sheldon eel trap or a dip net

by boat. This subsection is repealed May 31. 2002.
Sec. 15. 12 MRSA §§6575-F through 6575-H are enacted to read:

wf ish
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SUMMARY

This bill establishes a limitation on the number of licenses
that may be sold in any year and a mechanism for bringing new
people into the fishery as licenses become available through
attrition. It establishes a fee schedule for licenses and for
elver fishing gear. It increases the number of eels that an
individual may take for personal purposes and it specifies the
open and closed seasons for the elver fishery for the years 2000,
2001, 2002 and 2003.

The bill also repeals and replaces the Maine Revised
Statutes, Title 12, section 6575-A that allows individuals to
place a new net or trap in coastal waters during the closed
period if the net is not in a fishable condition and it
establishes the amount of elver fishing gear that may be used in
the years 1999, 2000, 2001 and 2002 and that in the year 2003,
only dip nets may be used in the elver fishery.
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