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An Act to Facilitate Price Comparisons for Utility Service.
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Reference to the Committee on Utilities and Energy suggested and ordered printed.
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 35-A MRSA §304, as enacted by PL 1987, c. 141, Pt. A,
§6, is amended to read:

§304. Filing of schedules of rates, terms and conditions

Every public utility shall file with the commission, within
a time to be fixed by the commission, schedules whieh-shail that
must be open to public inspection. The schedules shail must show
all rates, tolls and charges whieh that the  wutility has
established and whiek that are in force at the time for any
service performed by it within the State, or for any service in
connection with or performed by any public utility controlled or
operated by it or in conjunction with it. Every public utility
shall file with and as part of its schedules all terms and
conditions that in any manner affect the rates charged or to be
charged for any service.

Public utility schedules whieh that were formerly designated
as rules shall-be are designated as terms and conditions. All
such schedules to be filed with the commission shall must be
designated as terms and conditions.

igssion rdi h wes i il service.
The information muy e provided in format r upon
the commission and the Pugllg Adv and m e _us only for
he urpos £ r rin an publlshlng rate compariscns for
utility services that are subject to competition. The commission
may not require a utility to provide the information required by
hi ion more wi ar.

Sec. 2. 35-A MRSA §1708, as enacted by PL 1987, c. 141, Pt.
§6, is amended by adding at the end a new paragraph to read:

Th lic A m not r i han a o

any uti ;;y or llgggggg §g§]gg§ to the commissi Q 's _jur §Q iction
vi n ni h w 1 for
retail §grv1ce in_a format to_ be §p§c1f1gd ]g ntly by the
mmissi d_the Publi Th rm m used
only for g e_pur pgﬁg of p;gpa ing and pgbllghlng ag comparisons
for 111 r h r n £

competi n,
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SUMMARY

The Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy
formally requested the Office of the Public Advocate to prepare
and publish rate comparisons for long-distance telephone service
in the State based on tariff filings at the Public Utilities
Commission. Since that time, the Public Advocate has published 2
sets of rate comparisons and expects to continue publishing
biannually. This bill extends the Public Advocate's authority to
require and publish such information to other industries
experiencing competition for wutility service, such as the
electricity marketing and natural gas industries, and requires
the Public Utilities Commission and the Public Advocate to
jointly specify the format for information provided by utilities
for this purpose.
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