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Bucksport, SA V AGE of Buxton. 

Printed on recycled paper 



Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. 1. 3S-A MRSA §304, as enacted by PL 1987, c. 141, Pte A, 
4 §6, is amended to read: 

6 §304. Filing of schedules of rates, tenns and conditions 

8 Every public utility shall file with the commission, within 
a time to be fixed by the commission, schedules whieh-sha** ~ 

10 ~ be open to public inspection. The schedules sha** ~ show 
all rates, tolls and charges whieh ~ the utility has 

12 established and whieh ~ are in force at the time for any 
service performed by it within the State, or for any service in 

14 connection with or performed by any public utility controlled or 
operated by it or in conjunction with it. Every public utility 

16 shall file with and as part of its schedules all terms and 
conditions that in any manner affect the rates charged or to be 

18 charged for any service. 

20 Public utility schedules whieh ~gt were formerly designated 
as rules sha1-1--be ~ designated as terms and conditions. All 

22 such schedules to be filed with the commission sha;U ~ be 
designated as terms and conditions. 

24 
The commission may reguire any utility or licensee subject 

26 to the jurisdiction of the commission to provide information to 
the commission regarding the lowest prices for retail service. 

28 The information must be provided in a format as agreed upon by 
th~ommission and the Public AdvQcate and may be used only for 

30 the purpose of preparing and publishing rate comparisons for 
utility services that are subject to competition. The commission 

32 may not reguire a utility to provide the information reguired b~ 
this section more than twice a year. 

34 
Sec. 2. 35-A MRSA §1708, as enacted by PL 1987, c. 141, PL 

36 A, §6, is amended by adding at the end a new paragraph to read: 

38 The Public Advocate may not reguire more than twice a year 
any utility or licensee subject to the commission's jurisdiction 

40 to provide information concerning the lowest available prices for 
retail service in a format to be specified jointly by the 

42 commission and the Public Adyocate. The information may be used 
only for the purpose of preparing and publishing rate comparisons 

44 for utility services that are subject to any degree of 
competition. 

46 
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SUMMARY 
2 

The Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy 
4 formally requested the Office of the Public Advocate to prepare 

and publish rate comparisons for long-distance telephone service 
6 in the State based on tariff filings at the Public Utilities 

Commission. Since that time, the Public Advocate has published 2 
8 sets of rate comparisons and expects to continue publishing 

biannually. This bill extends the Public Advocate's authority to 
10 require and publish such information to other industries 

experiencing competition for utility service, such as the 
12 electrici ty marketing and natural gas industries, and requires 

the Public Utilities Commission and the Public Advocate to 
14 jointly specify the format for information provided by utilities 

for this purpose. 
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