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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec.t. 4MRSA§9S4.A, as corrected by RR 1997, c. 2, §6, is 
4 amended to read: 

6 §954-A. Conflict of interest if notary related 

8 A notary public may not perform any notarial act for any 
person if that person is the notary public's spouse, parent, 

10 sibling, child, spouse's parent, spouse's sibling or child's 
spouseT-eHeept-~ha~-~~~~4~~~~~-&h&-ma~~~~e-ef 

12 the-.fl*a-£y-~-i~'-&--F&p.e.n.1;.r-s~&l~~r-eR.,UQ--&£--spouse-'-6--pa!'-&&&-i:f 
tiRe - -ee-£eJnelly- 4-&--w-i-t~ -aBQ-the-~~.,i~ -ae-r-tri-f-i<J.a.t-e--&~&eG -sy 

14 aBe\;ReF--~&a~y-~~~-~~~-ey-~a~~~~e-~~-~~-~~-\;Re 
paFtii:es. This section does not affect or apply to notarial acts 

16 performed before August 4, 1988. 

18 Sec. 2. 4 MRSA §9SS·B, as amended by PL 1993, c. 485, §1, is 
further amended to read: 

20 
§955-B. Maintenance of records 

22 
~Re-~~&&~-~--g~ate--SAall-~~-~~--eveFy ~ 

24 notary public .&.hAll. keep and maintain records of all notarial 
acts performed. These notarial acts must be recorded in a 

26 separate, permanently bound record book« and each entry must 
include: the type, date and time of day of each notarial act; a 

28 description of the document or proceeding: the signature, printed 
name and address of each person whose signature is notarized and 

30 of each witness; and whether each signer was personally known to 
the notary public, identified on sworn word of a credible witness 

32 or identified through identification cards that must be described 
in the record book. The notary shall safeguard and retain 

34 exclusive custody of these records. The notary may not surrender 
the records to another notary or to an employer. The records may 

36 be inspected in the notary's presence by any individual whose 
identity is personally known to the notary or is proven on the 

38 basis of satisfactory evidence and who specifies the notarial act 
to be examined. 

40 
Sec. 3. 4 MRS A §9S9, as enacted by PL 1991, c. 465, §5, is 

42 amended to read: 

44 §959.Grandfather clause; seal; records 

46 The Fe~~:i:FemeB\;S requirement to keep a seal under section 
951 aBQ-~-eGO-r-d&---\l..fl.e.e-£--See&iG-B-~-aFe II not in force for 

48 notaries who are commissioned before November 1, 1991. If the 
commissions are renewed, the requirements of those sections take 

50 effect upon renewal. 
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2 Sec. 4. Application. The 
the Maine Revised Statutes, 

requirement to keep records under 
Title 4, section 995-B is not in 

4 force for notaries who are commissioned before the effective date 
of this Act. 

6 

8 SUMMARY 

10 This bill clarifies that a spouse's relationship with a 
sibling is considered a conflict of interest for notarial 

12 purposes. The bill also clarifies that notaries public should 
not perform any notarial act, including a wedding ceremony, for 

14 an immediate family member. 

16 The bill also requires notaries to maintain records of all 

18 

20 

notarial acts performed. 

The bill adds an application clause for 
commissioned before the effective date of this bill. 
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