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119th MAINE LEGISLATURE

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-1999

Legislative Document No. 754
S.P. 259 In Senate, January 28, 1999

An Act to Amend the Laws Establishing a State Poet Laureate.

Reference to the Committee on State and Local Government suggested and ordered printed.
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JOY J. O’'BRIEN
Secretary of the Senate

Presented by Senator GOLDTHWAIT of Hancock.
Cosponsored by Senator BERUBE of Androscoggin, Representative: PINKHAM of Lamoine.
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 5 MRSA §12004-1, sub-§5-A, as enacted by PL 1995, c.
264, §1, is amended to read:

5-A. State Poet Not 27 MRSA
Culture Laureate Authorized  §421
Advisor
Selection
Advisery
Ranel
Committee

Sec. 2. 27 MRSA §421, as enacted by PL 1995, c. 264, §3, is

repealed and the following enacted in its place:
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following provisions.

A, The Maine Arts Commission shall assemble an advisory

selection committee of no more than Smemb_eli_w_tng_p_e;L_i.e_

in poetry, The Director of the Maine Arts Commigssion and
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B. Five months prior to the expiration of the State Poet
! n h isor 1 i mim i hal
advertise in the appropriate media for nominations of
potential candidates. By March 1st of the year in which the
rm o) r is due to n visor
selection committee shall recommend one name to the Governor
for appoiptment as the State Poet Laureate.
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Laureate, the advisory selection committee shall select as
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D, Members of the advisory selection committee are not
entitled to per diem or compensation for expenses.
4, Eligibility. The individual appointed State Poet
Laur W, i i nd m

h isti i by

Sec. 3. 27 MRSA §423 is enacted to read:

Sec. 4. Transition provision. The State Poet Laureate on the
effective date of this Act shall continue to serve out the 3-year
term for which the State Poet Laureate was appointed.

SUMMARY

This bill streamlines the selection process for the State
Poet Laureate, clarifies the purpose of the position and provides
for a longer term.
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