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An Act to Strengthen the Collection of Money Judgments.

Reference to the Committee on Judiciary suggested and ordered printed.

W.

OSEPH W. MAYO, Clerk

Presented by Representative O’NEIL of Saco.

Printed on recycled paper



10
12
14
16
18
20
22
24
26
28
30
32
34
36
38
40
42

44

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 14 MRSA §3134, sub-§3 is enacted to read:

Sec. 2, 14 MRSA §3135, 3rd §, as amended by PL 1997, c. 17,

§2, is further amended to read:

After the judgment debtor is brought to the court, the clerk
shall promptly notify the judgment creditor or the judgment
creditor's attorney of record in person or by telephone that the
presence of one of them is required for a hearing. The Jjudgment
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given at least 5 hours to reach the court, If a disclosure or
contempt hearing cannot be held that day due to the inability of
the judgment creditor or the judgment creditor's attorney to
appear or due to the absence of the judge or the inability of the
court to hear the matter because of other business, the court or
clerk shall release the debtor upon the debtor's personal
recognizance for appearance on a date certain. A debtor who
fails to appear for the disclosure or contempt hearing after
being released upon the debtor's personal recognizance commits a
Class E crime.

SUMMARY

This bill imposes a monetary penalty on those judgment
debtors who fail to appear in court in response to subpoenas or
at disclosure hearings. The bill also requires the court to
allow a judgment creditor 5 hours to appear in court after a
civil order of arrest has been accomplished.
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