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L.D. 734

DATE:j’//"’?? (Filing No. H-423)

HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of
the House.

STATE OF MAINE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
119TH LEGISLATURE
FIRST REGULAR SESSION

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "/ /" to H.P. 527, L.D. 734, Bill, "An
Act to Strengthen the Child Care Licensing Laws"

Amend the bill by inserting after the enacting clause and
before section 1 the following:

'Sec. 1. 22 MRSA §3296, as enacted by PL 1989, c. 502, Pt. A,
§73, is amended to read:

§3296. Penalty for violations
Any person who violates this chapter shall-be is subject to
the applicable penalty as provided in chapters 958-A and 1071 and

seetion-7702.

Sec. 2. 22 MRSA §7702, as amended by PL 1997, c. 494, §6 and
affected by §15, is repealed.

Sec. 3. 22 MRSA §7702-A is enacted to read:
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "/Z' to H.P. 527, L.D. 734

Further amend the bill by striking out all of section 2 and
inserting in its place the following:

'‘Sec. 2. 22 MRSA §8301-A, sub-§§5, 6, 7 and 8 are enacted to

read:

A. All applicable standards have bheen met except a
r iremen h i n i n £
r n r hat H
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "}/|'" to H.P. 527, L.D. 734

B. Through no action by the applicant that causes a
significant delay, timely issuance of a provisional or full
license has been delayed by the agency or contractor.

7 i i relief rtm k
injunction to require compliance with the provisions of this

Further amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any
nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read
consecutively.

Further amend theé bill by inserting at the end before the
summary the following:

'FISCAL NOTE

This bill may increase prosecutions for Class E crimes. If
a jail sentence is imposed, the additional costs to the counties
are estimated to be $82.48 per day per prisoner. These costs are
not reimbursed by the State. The number of prosecutions that may
result in a jail sentence and the resulting costs to the county
jail system are expected to be insignificant.

In addition to the c¢riminal cases, this bill also may
increase the number of civil violations filed in the court
system. The additional workload and administrative costs
associated with the minimal number of new civil and criminal
cases filed can be absorbed within the budgeted resources of the
Judicial Department.

This bill also dedicates certain fines and forfeitures,
increasing dedicated revenue to the Purchased Social Services
Other Special Revenue account and decreasing General Fund
revenue. The amount of the 1loss of General Fund revenue is
minor. The amount of the increase in dedicated revenue is also
not expected to be significant. The Judicial Department will
incur some minor additional costs to dedicate these fines and
forfeitures. These costs can be absorbed within the department's
existing budgeted resources.

The Department of Human Services will incur some minor
additional costs to enforce the provisions of this bill. These
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "Z?m to H.P. 527, L.D. 734

costs can be absorbed within the Department of Human Services'
existing budgeted resources.

The Department of the Attorney General also will incur
additional costs to enforce the provisions of this bill. The
Department of the Attorney General assumes that the additional
enforcement activities associated with the change will be minimal
and the costs associated with these activities can be absorbed
with the department's existing budgeted resources.'

SUMMARY

This amendment clarifies the language on fines in the bill.
It adds a provision that penalties be paid into the existing
Purchased Social Services Other Special Revenue account. It
requires the Department of Human Services to adopt rules
regarding the licensure of home day care providers and day care
centers. It also adds a fiscal note to the bill.
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