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119th MAINE LEGISLATURE

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-1999

Legislative Document No. 522

H.P. 391 House of Representatives, January 19, 1999

An Act to Regulate the Harvesting of Rockweed and Seaweed in Maine
Waters.

(EMERGENCY)

Reference to the Committee on Marine Resources suggested and ordered printed.

W.

OSEPH W. MAYO, Clerk
Presented by Representative GOODWIN of Pembroke.

Cosponsored by Senator CASSIDY of Washington and
Representatives: DUGAY of Cherryfield, USHER of Westbrook, VOLENIK of Brooklin.
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Emergency preamble. Whereas, Acts of the Legislature do not
become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted
as emergencies; and

Whereas, the harvesting of seaweed and rockweed is not
currently sufficiently regulated; and

Whereas, declines in certain fisheries will result in
increased pressure on the seaweed resource; and

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts
create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of
Maine and require the following 1legislation as immediately
necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and
safety:; now, therefore,

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 12 MRSA c. 623, sub-c. IV, art.2 is enacted to read:
Article 2

LIMITS ON FISHING

Sec. 2. BRulemaking; report. The Commissioner of Marine
Resources shall adopt rules in accordance with the Maine Revised
Statutes, Title 12, section 6821 no later than 90 days following
the effective date of this Act. The commissioner shall report to
the Joint Standing Committee on Marine Resources by January 15,
2000 on the status of the rules and the condition of the State's
seaweed resource.

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency cited in the
preamble, this Act takes effect when approved.
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SUMMARY

This bill is an emergency. It requires the Commissioner of
Marine Resources to adopt rules regulating the harvesting of
seaweed from the low water mark to the 3-mile territorial sea
line. The commissioner shall adopt these rules no later than 90
days following enactment of this legislation. The bill also
requires the commissioner to report to the Joint Standing
Committee on Marine Resources by January 15, 2000 on the status
of the rules and the condition of the State's seaweed resource.
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