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L.D. 477

DATE: 2’\%‘2000 (Filing No. S- S00)

AGRICULTURE, CONSERVATION AND FORESTRY
Reported by:

Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Secretary
of the Senate.

STATE OF MAINE
SENATE
119TH LEGISLATURE
SECOND REGULAR SESSION

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "/\" to S.pP. 157, L.D. 477, Bill, "An
Act Requiring Legislative Approval of Ecological Reserves"

Amend the bill by striking out the title and substituting
the following:

'An Act to Establish Standards and Conditions for Designation of
Ecological Reserves on Lands Managed by the Bureau of Parks and
Lands'

Further amend the bill by striking out everything after the
enacting clause and before the summary and inserting in its place
the following:

'*Sec. 1. 5§ MRSA §13076, sub-§3, F is enacted to read:

F, The Natural Resources Information and Mapping Center
shall maintain a Qg;agggg of areas designated as ecological

reserves as defined in Title 12, section 1801, subsection
4-A and other public lands designated and managed for
equivalent purposes and shall provide scientific review of
areas on state land proposed as ecological reserves.

Sec. 2. 12 MRSA §1801, sub-§4-A is enacted to read:

Q____sl_o___e_is_e__._.by__tlgs___t: LQ; u__g___ the juri s_d,gj;l_g_gn __Lj
bureau, designated Qy the director for the purpose of maintaining
one or more natural community types or native ecosystem types in
a_ natural ggndi;ign and range of variation and contributing to
the protection of Maine's biological diversity and managed:
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT " A" to S.P. 157, L.D. 477

A, As a benchmark against which biological  and

nvironmental chan m m r
r fficient habi for th eci wh
habi r j n
T r : or
i for in ientifi r rch long-term

- tal itori 1 ed X
Sec.3. 12 MRSA §1805 is enacted to read:
§1805. Designation of ecological reserve

Th ir m i logi r n rcel
of land under the jurisdiction of the bureau that was included in
the inventory of potential ecological reserves published in the
July 1998 report of the Maine Forest Biodiversity Project, "An
_Q_O_l_Q.g_Q_a—eigrves Svs;_em Inventory: Potential Ecological

gﬁg;ygs on Mﬁ; § 51" ng Hbl i¢ an d_ E; yg;g Qggsg ygglgn
Lands, The director may designate an additional ecological
reserve _only in conjunction with the adoptign of a management
Plan for a particular parcel of land and the process for gﬂggglgn
of that management plan must provide fo 1i T w n
comment on the plan. When a proposed management plan includes
designation of an ecological reserve, the director shall notify

the joint standing committee of the Legislature having
jurisdiction r m r rtainin 1i lan £ he
proposal,
1 Al u Al within ical r r
must be compatible with thg purpose of the ecological reserve and
may not cause significant impact on natural community composition
L_maxﬂg_p_m&u;__&wwmn_lmug

scientific research
QQL__LL_QQ__EMQ___Qiu.hlklngL cross-coun ; Y sk.; ng., prlmltlvg
campi g. hun :;gg, fishing ggd tr gpg;gg, For ; e purposes of this

rimiti in i ion
with faciliti r where faciliti limite privy.
MWM
removal of trees and construction of facilities associated with
these allowed uses are allowed. The director may allow other
uses l;g L‘ §1r 1mpa<.t rgmglns Q g;;gi QQQ& not com prom ;§§ L e
r £ th 1 1l r r Recr ional f rf
waters is under the Jurlgd ction of the Department Inland
Fisheries di Wildlife.

2. Trails and roads for motorized vehicle use. The
ir 1 llow th ntinuin n existin nowmobil
ll-terrain hicle trail or a road if the director
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT " /" to S.P. 157, L.D. 477

Jet . the trail or road is well designed and built and
i j 1 i i h minimal
im h ical f an logical r n
iy r j h i

I i re in ible with th

mining and commercial sand and gravel excavation. For the
purposes of thig subsection, "salvage harvesting" means the

rem £ r T r r nomic 1 h
woul rwi be 1 .

. A ifi hr h n health or £ :_or

A nditi h i likel in ignifican
i nt lan if ntrol is n i
For the purposes of this subsection, '"sanitation harvest' means
the removal of trees that have been attacked or are in imminent

nger of kX by in r di i r r n h
in r di from r i her
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "M " to S.P, 157, L.D. 477

h n 1 T 1
in line i he vol £ mber har nl n h

n . r r n
"a line in the volume of timber harvested" means an annual
harvest volume of less than the average annual harvest volume for
the preceding 10 years,

R rting r iremen The r 11 r Y
status of ecological reserves under the reporting requirements of
subchapters IJI and IV,

Sec. 4. 12 MRSA §1839, sub-§1, YD and E, as enacted by PL
1997, c. 678, §13, are amended to read:

D. A summary of any campsite or recreation facility fees
charged under section 1832, subsection 5; ard

E. A description of the proposed budget, including
allocations for the bureau's dedicated funds and any
revenues of the bureau from permits, leases, fees and sales,
for the following fiscal year beginning on July 1lst~: and

Sec. 5. 12 MRSA §1839, sub-§1, fF is enacted to read:

F., The status of ecological reserves including the acreage

nonr r 1] i ical
X r r 1 f monitorin ientifi r rch n
other activities related to ecological reserves.

Sec. 6. 12 MRSA §1853, sub-§1, YD and E, as enacted by PL
1997, c¢. 678, §13, are amended to read:

D. A summary of any campsite or recreation facility fees
charged under section 1846, subsection 5; and
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "M " to S.P. 157, L.D. 477

E. A description of the proposed budget, including
allocations for the bureau's dedicated funds and any
revenues of the bureau from permits, leases, fees and sales
for the following fiscal year beginning on July lst~: and

Sec. 7. 12 MRSA §1853, sub-§1, §F is enacted to read:

F T £ logical r r includin h r
£ r 1i lan ign logical r r
results of monitoring, scientific research and other
iviti rel r ' logical r r .

Further amend the bill by inserting at the end before the
summary the following:

‘'FISCAL NOTE

The Department of Conservation and the Department of Inland
Fisheries and Wildlife will incur some minor additional costs to
comply with certain requirements pertaining to ecological
reserves. These costs can be absorbed within the existing
budgeted resources of the respective departments.

This bill may increase prosecutions for Class E crimes. If
a jail sentence is imposed, the additional costs to the counties
are estimated to be $83.36 per day per prisoner. The number of
prosecutions that may result in a jail sentence and the resulting
costs to the county jail system are expected to be insignificant.

The additional workload and administrative costs associated
with the minimal number of new cases filed in the court system
can be absorbed within the budgeted resources of the Judicial
Department, The collection of additional fines may increase
General Fund revenue by minor amounts,'

SUMMARY

This amendment replaces the bill. It enacts a definition of
"ecological reserve" and allows the Director of the Bureau of
Parks and Lands to designate as an ecological reserve under the
jurisdiction of the bureau lands that were listed as parcels for
potential ecological reserve designation in the 1998 published
inventory. In the process of adopting a management plan for a
parcel of land that was not in the 1998 inventory, the director
may designate additional land as an ecological reserve.

The  amendment specifies uses allowed on ecological
reserves. It prohibits timber harvesting, commercial mining and
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "4\ " to S.P. 157, L.D. 477

excavation of sand and gravel on ecological reserves. It
provides limits on the total acreage within the Jjurisdiction of
the Bureau of Parks and Lands that may be designated as
ecological reserves and limits the amount of operable timberland
that may be designated as ecological reserves. It requires
wildfires to be controlled and specifies allowed protection
measures., It requires the director to include information on
ecological reserves in the director's annual reports to the
Legislature on reserved and nonreserved public lands.
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