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119th MAINE LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-1999 

Legislative Document No. 385 

H.P.277 House of Representatives, January 14, 1999 

An Act to Collect Unpaid Fines in the State. 

Reference to the Committee on Criminal Justice suggested and ordered printed. 

Presented by Representative MUSE of South Portland. 
Cosponsored by Representative McALEVEY of Waterboro. 

Printed on recycled paper 



Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. 1. 32 MRSA §8109-A is enacted to read: 
4 

§8109-A. Permit to arrest 
6 

1, Arrest pe-';J!lj,~Qrmnissioner shall issue an arrest 
8 ~rmit to any private investigator duly licensed under this 

~hapter who makes applicgtion to the commissioner and who meets 
10 the reQuirements of this section allowing the private 

investiggtor to mqke a lawful arrest of gny person in arrears in 
12 the payment of a fine. 

14 2. EducatiolL requir .. nt. The education reQuirement for an 
arrest permit. which must be met before the issuance of the 

16 permit. includes the successful completion of suitgble training 
by the Maine Crimingl Justice Academy in the laws pertaining to 

18 arrest and in firearm use and certification. 

20 3. KMUlJ!jl~.2.f.-Pe...:gpj,.t~n arrest permit is vglid for 2 
years and is, unless revoked or suspended, renewable biennially. 

22 
4. Permit fee. The fee for the original arrest permit is 

24 $250, a portion of which covers the cost of the training 
reQuirement in subsection 2. The commissioner shall set the fee 

26 for renewal of an arrest permit by rule. 

28 5. PQIIleDt of compensation. The commissioner shall 
§.stgblish by rule the procedure for compensating 90 priVgte 

30 investigator gn amount equal to 10~ of the outstanding fine owed 
by egch person lawfully arrested by the priVgte investiggtor. 

32 
6. Ru.J.JlS. The comroj, .. u.iQ..n~hall adopt rules to impl.emen..t 

34 this section. Rules adopted under this section are routine 
technical rules under Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter II-A. 

36 

38 SUMMARY 

40 This bill authorizes the Commissioner of Public Safety to 
issue an arrest permit to a licensed private investigator who 

42 meets the necessary qualifications. The arrest permit enables a 
private investigator to arrest any person in arrears of payment 

44 of a fine. 
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