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H.P. 250 House of Representatives, January 14, 1999

An Act to Establish Certain Crimes of Domestic Violence.

Reference to the Committee on Criminal Justice suggested and ordered printed.
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 15 MRSA §1023, sub-§1, §A, as enacted by PL 1987, c.
758, §20, is amended to read:

A. Who is charged with murder, domestic violence assault as
fin in Title 17-A, section r m i violence

rorizi in i itl 1- i H
Sec. 2. 17-A MRSA §§558 and 559 are enacted to read:
§558, D . i0l 1t
1. A person is_guilty of domestic violence assault if the
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immediate family.

2. Domestic violence assault is a Class D crime, except in
instances of bodily injury to another person who is under 6 years

of age and the actor is 18 years of age or older, in which case
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1. A person is guilty of domestic violence terrorizing if
the person communicatgs to a member of the person's immediate
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As used in this section., "immediate family" means a spouse.
parent, chlldljlbllnq . _stepchild, stepparent or any other person
wh r larl i in the h 1 £ ictim r wh
within th rior month T lar resi in the h hol f
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SUMMARY

This bill creates 2 new offenses in the criminal code:
domestic violence assault for assault against a family member and
domestic violence terrorizing for terrorizing a family member.
Both of these new offenses are Class D crimes, except in cases of
assault by a person 18 years of age or older against a person
under 6 years of age, which is a Class C crime. Both of these
new offenses require a judge, not a bail commissioner to set bail.
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