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119th MAINE LEGISLATURE

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-1999

Legislative Document No. 328

S.P. 131 In Senate, January 14, 1999

An Act to Establish Parity in Property Taxation for Commercial Dairy
Farmers.

Reference to the Committee on Taxation suggested and ordered printed.

(9O Brcan

JOY J. O’BRIEN
Secretary of the Senate

Presented by Senator MILLS of Somerset.
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 36 MRSA ¢. 918 is enacted to read:

CHAPTER 918
MAINE AGRICULIURAL PROPERTY
IAX PROGRAM
§6802 Definition
A i hi h r nl h ntex herwi

indicates., the following terms have the following meanings.

1, Claim year. "Claim year" means the 12 calendar months

i whic h igibl T r
taxes are assessed.

2. Claimant.

() Qv e

"Claima

) B

nt" is a person or entity that makes a

mbursenen 3 3 comp i

3. Commercial dairy farm. "Commercial dairy farm'" means a
single taxable entity, including a sole proprietor, married
& i r r i :

ratin rmit under Title 7,
section 2902-A, subsection 22 on the date of a property tax
m T 1 m ri h

im r:

B. Produced and sold at least 10,000 pounds of milk
products in each of 6 calendar months of the claim year:

W micil in_th r 0 laim r: an

D. Was owned throughout the c¢claim year exclusively by Maine

£ rm_i rin laim h nti h wn
ir m X
assessment may gualify as a commercial dairy farm if its own
xper]j W i wi : £
f th nditi

4, Dairy farm real estate, 'Dairy farm real estate' means
h rtion real h were:

A. Qwned by or leased to a commercial dairy farm on the

date of the property tax assessment and for at least 6 full
r _mon f th im r:
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B. r h farm' r iQn f milk

efin in Ti 7 ion :
C. In fact, predominantly used to support the production of
ilk h farm rin 1 month £f th
claim_year,
T i w heifer h i n
other products associated with dairy farming are considered to
r h rod ion ilk produ i h r reven
ggngrg;gg by such activity is mgrgly 1nc1d§_§a to the farm's
imar neti f milk
"Dairy farm real estate’ may inclu he residenc f an rson
who is regularly employed more than 30 hours a week in the dairy
. . . w

of the farm's dairy farm real estate,

5. _Eligible property taxes. '"Eligible property taxes”
means property taxes that have been assessed and paid on or after
April 1, 1998 on dairy farm real estate owned by a commercial

r i ligi r r n real
m r h r

Taxes are not "eligible property taxes'" until the taxes

wwwwm&.en
full i 1 r r X n incl he

n £ essmen rvi r r n
har inter n for delin

6. Real gﬂam_iﬁLgﬂﬂ_LJuJMML_d

fix in "R incl
vehicles, movable equipment or other personal property.
§6802. Reimbursement
A mmerci iry far i i imbursem from
h £ % i ligibl r r X

§6803, Claim for reimbursement

A claim for reimbursement must be filed within 15 calendar
months £ h when h ligibl bs r Xes are

assessed. No more than one claim for reimbursement may be filed
for each year in which eligible taxes are assessed. A copy of

the claim must bhe sent to the assessor for any taxing
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1u£;§Q ction in__which tgg__gl;g,b;§~_p_923_Lz~_;g;§§__bavg__hggg

ai h hall ri im I £ reimbursemen
with instructions and make such forms available to c¢ommercial
i farms.
P £ claim

Upon receipt of a timely and properly completed claim for
reimbursement, the assessor shall determine if the commercial
dairy farm is eligible for reimbursement and shall pay to an
eligible commercial dairy farm from the Geperal Fund the amount
claimed within 120 days after the claim is filed.

§6805. Audit of claim

The assessor may audit any claim filed under this chapter

n k n i rovi in ion 4 If th S§essor
in h £ laim reimbur i
incorrect, the assessor shall redetermine the c¢laim and notify
imant in writin r rminati n h r'
reasons, If the claimant has received reimbursement of an amount
that the assessor concludes should not have been reimbursed, the
assessor may issue an assessment for that amount within 3 years
from the date the reimbursement claim was filed or at any time if
a_ fraudulent reimbursement claim was filed. The claimant may
seek reconsideration of the redetermination or assessment

r nt ion 1

§6806. Subsequent changes

1f r laim for reimbursement h en file h
associated property tax assessment is reduced or gbajsl the
claimant shall file, within 60 days after receipt of the
reduction or abatement, an amended c¢laim for reimbursement

£ in h r ion r men £ laiman ha

received reimbursement for property tax that is reduced or
abated, the claimant shall, within 60 days of receipt of the
reduction or abatement., refund to the General Fund the amount of

he reimbur n r th r h nr c or
abated. If the c¢laimant fails to make the refund within the
60-day pgriQQ, the a§§g§§or may igﬁgg, within 3 years from the
claimant's i f reim for th
that the clalmgnt owes to g ggngrgl ang, I gla;mang may

i i m n 151,

SUMMARY

This bill provides a 50% property tax rebate to commercial
dairy farms.
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