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119th MAINE LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-1999 

Legislative Document No. 301 

H.P.223 House of Representatives, January 14, 1999 

An Act to Amend the Open-burning Laws. 

Reference to the Committee on Natural Resources suggested and ordered printed. 

Presented by Representative FULLER of Manchester. (By Request) 

Printed on recycled paper 



Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. 1. 12 MRSA §9321, sub-§I, ,G, as amended by PL 1997, c. 
4 512, §1, is further amended to read: 

6 

8 

G. The presence or availability of sufficient force and 
equipment to control the burning; ~ 

Sec. 2. 12 MRSA §9321, sub-§I, ,H, as amended by PL 1997, c. 
10 672, §1, is further amended to read: 

12 

14 

H. Experience and capability of the permittee in the safe 
use and control of the proposed burningt ~ 

Sec. 3. 12 MRSA §9321, sub-§ 1, 111, as amended by PL 1997, c. 
16 672, §2, is repealed. 

18 Sec. 4. 12 MRSA §9321, sub-§I, ,J, as enacted by PL 1997, c. 
672, §3, is repealed. 

20 
Sec. 5. 12 MRSA §9324, sub-§7, as enac ted by PL 1997, c. 512, 

22 §5, is amended to read: 

24 7. Trash. g\it-e€-Eleel'--bur-ni~~~-h-i~h.Jy--GGI"fIbu&t:-.i-b-J:.e--tr=asR 

is--~~~~~-~~-~~»ieipa*--tEa6R--~~~~~-~~~--is 

26 avai~a9~e-~-wi**-~~~~-~~-matel'ia~ST Out-of-door burning 
of highly combustible trash, plastics, rubber, styrofoam, metals, 

28 food wastes or. chemicals is prohibited in all areas of the State. 

30 For purposes of this subsection, the following tel'ffis--ha .... e .t&un 
~ the following meaBiB~s meaning. 

32 

34 

36 

38 

40 

42 

A. "Highly combustible trash" means wooden boxes or other 
wood material, paper and cardboard. 

8T-.!·-Mun-i~-pal--tl'as-h-~-e-l~-e€~-i~~F-¥-~·.!.-meaB6--any--e\ir=9siEle 

tr=asR-~-e-l.Je€~-i~-~~-&Ga&-is-~~~eQ-~-~»&raG&&G-€er= 

9y--tAe--ffiQ£-i~-ipa~-i~y--~--~~--~--~~il'&G--9y--m\iBieipa~ 

el'EliBaBeeT 

Sec. 6. 12 MRSA §9324, sub-§8 is enacted to read: 

8. Demolition debris. The burning of demolition debris at 
44 solid waste disposal facilities is prohibited. 

46 Sec. 7. 12 MRSA §9325, sub-§I,~, as repealed and replaced by 
PL 1997, c. 512, §6, is repealed. 

48 
Sec. 8. 12 MRS A §9325, sub-§I, tJ, as enacted by PL 1991, c. 

50 36, §4, is amended to read: 
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2 

4 

6 

J. The burning of brush aBQ-aeme*~~~eB-ae9~~s at municipal 
solid waste disposal facilities. 

SUMMARY 

This bill prohibits the out-of-door burning of wooden boxes 
8 or other wood material, paper and cardboard and the burning of 

demolition debris at solid waste disposal facilities. 
10 

The bill also eliminates as criteria for issuing any permit 
12 or permission for allowable burning the public health risk from 

toxic chemicals in the smoke plume and the practicality of 
14 locating the incinerator at least 300 feet from any abutting 

property boundary and at least 150 feet from any residential 
16 dwelling. 
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