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119th MAINE LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-1999 

Legislative Document No. 268 

H.P.190 House of Representatives, January 11, 1999 

An Act to Prohibit the Misuse of Laser Pointers. 

(EMERGENCY) 

Reference to the Committee on Criminal Justice suggested and ordered printed. 

Presented by Representative USHER of Westbrook. 
Cosponsored by Senator O'GARA of Cumberland and 
Representatives: BERRY of Livermore, CLOUGH of Scarborough, DAVIDSON of 
Brunswick, LEMONT of Kittery, McALEVEY of Waterboro, MUSE of South Portland, 
PLOWMAN of Hampden, POVICH of Ellsworth. 
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Emergency preamble. Whereas, Acts of the Legislature do not 
2 become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted 

as emergencies; and 
4 

6 

8 

Whereas, the inappropriate use of laser 
directing them at people is increasing and poses 
health and safety: and 

pointers by 
a danger to 

Whereas, the dangers include potential eye damage and fear 
10 that a person is being targeted by a weapon; and 

12 Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts 
create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of 

14 Maine and require the following legislation as immediately 
necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and 

16 safety: now, therefore, 

18 Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 

20 Sec. 1. 17-A MRSA §1002·A is enacted to read: 

22 §I002-A. Criminal use of laser device 

24 1. A pe.ilQn is-9YDty of criming;L-..ll,$e of a laser device if 
the person intentionally points the device at another person 

26 while it is emitting a laser beam. 

28 

30 

32 

34 

36 

2. Criminal use of a laser device is a Class D crime. 

3. This section does not apply to the use of a laser device: 

A. [Qr g pyrpQse set t:Qrth in !:;hgpte r 5. Qr 

B. By g peUQn Qtherwise licensed Qr gythQrized tQ Yse g 
19ser devi!:;e by ~ 

[Qr the pyrpQses Qf this sectiQn. "laser" megns light 
38 amplificatiQn by simulgted emissiQn Qf rgdigt~ 

40 
Emergency clause. In view of the emergency cited in the 

42 preamble, this Act takes effect when approved. 

44 
SUMMARY 

46 
This bill makes it a Class D crime for a person not 

48 authorized by law to intentionally point a laser device at 
another person. This prohibition of the use of laser devices is 

50 similar to provisions in current law pertaining to the use of 
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disabling chemicals such as mace and pepper spray. The bill is 
2 an emergency due to the health dangers and safety risks posed by 

the misdirecting of laser devices at people. 
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