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L.D. 260

DATE: 4—5'00 (Filing No. H-Iosé)

JUDICIARY

Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of
the House.

STATE OF MAINE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
119TH LEGISLATURE
SECOND REGULAR SESSION

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT " " to H.P, 182, L.D. 260, Bill, "aAn
Act to Enhance the Enforcement of Civil and Criminal Violations"

Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting
clause and before the summary and inserting in its place the
following:

'PART A

Sec. A-1. 4 MRSA §164, sub-§12, as repealed and replaced by PL
1991, c. 549, §3 and affected by §17, is amended to read:

12. Violations bureau. Notwithstanding any other statute
or law, establish the violations bureau.

A. The Except as provided in thig paragraph, the vioclations
bureau has jurisdiction over all civil violations and
traffic infractions committed in this State. Unless

otherwise ordered by a court, trial of a ¢ivil vielation or
traffic infraction must be in the division in which the
alleged wviolation or infraction was committed. The
vi ion reau n h jurisdiction ver ivil

violations under the following provisions:

(1) Title 12, section 7901, subsection 9:

2 Title 22, section 1555-B, subsection 5;

(3) Title 28-A, chapter 81: and

4 Title 3 secti 4 i .
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT " f|" to H.P. 182, L.D. 260

B. The Chief Judge by order, which may from time to time be
amended, shall designate the amount of fines imposed for
civil violations and traffic infractions.

C. The Maine Rules of Civil Procedure applies in all civil
violation and traffic infraction proceedings.

D. The clerk of each division has the authority to accept

pleadings and fines and civil forfeitures and penalties on

behalf of the violations bureau;

Sec. A-2. 4 MRSA §164, sub-§15, as amended by PL 1995, c. 462,
Pt. A, §4, is further amended to read:

15. Fisheries and wildlife bureau. Establish in each
division a fisheries and wildlife bureau. The Chief Judge shall
appoint a clerk of the District Court in each division as
violations clerk for the fisheries and wildlife bureau in that
division.

The violations clerk shall accept written appearances, waivers of
trial, pleas of guilty and payments of fines and costs in
criminal fisheries and wildlife offense cases, subject to the
limitations prescribed in this subsection. The violations clerk
serves under the direction and control of the judge of the court
for which the violations clerk is appointed. Civil fisheries and
wildlife offense cases, except violations of Title 12, section

7901, subsection 9, are within the jurisdiction of the violations
bureau established under subsection 12,

A. A fisheries and wildlife offense means any violation of
any provision of Title 12, PRart-10 chapters 701 to 721; any
provision of law enumerated in Title 12, section 7053; or
any rule adopted by the Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and
Wildlife pursuant to these provisions.

B. The Chief Judge shall by order, which may from time to
time be amended, suspended or repealed, designate the
criminal fisheries and wildlife offenses within the
authority of the violations clerk, except that such offenses
may not include any offense for which a mandatory minimum
term of imprisomment is provided by law. The court shall
establish schedules, within the limits prescribed by law, of
the amount of fines to be imposed for such offenses. The
order of the court establishing the schedules must Dbe
prominently posted in the place where the fines are paid.
Fines and costs must be paid to, receipted by and accounted
for by the violations clerk in accordance with these
provisions.
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "‘)" to H.P. 182, L.D. 260

c. Any person charged with any criminal fisheries and
wildlife offense within the authority of the violations
clerk may file an appearance in person or by mail before the
violations clerk and enter a plea admitting the infraetien
offense charged and waiver of trial and pay the fine
established for the infraetien offense charged and costs.
Any person entering a plea admitting the infraetien offense
charged must be informed of that person's rights, including
the right to stand trial, that that person's signature to a
plea admitting the infraetion offense charged will have the
same effect as a judgment of the court and that the record
of adjudication will be sent to the Commissioner of Inland
Fisheries and Wildlife.

D. Any person who has been found guilty of or who has
signed a plea of guilty to, or who has been found to have
committed or who has signed a plea admitting or admitting
with an explanation, one or more previous criminal fisheries
and wildlife offenses subject to this subsection or
subsection 12 within a 12-month period may not appear before
the violations clerk unless the court, by order, permits
that appearance. Each waiver of hearing filed under this
subsection must recite on the oath or affirmation of the
offender whether or not the offender has been previously
found guilty of, or to have committed, or has previously
signed a plea of guilty to, admitting or admitting with an
explanation to, one or more g¢riminal fisheries and wildlife
offenses within a 12-month period. Any person swearing
falsely to such a statement, upon conviction, is subject to
a fine of not more than $50.

E. The Chief Judge, following notification to the Chief
Justice of the Supreme Judicial Court or the Chief Justice's
delegate, may authorize forms and procedures the Chief Judge
considers appropriate to carry out this subsection;

Sec. A-3. 4 MRSA §164, sub-§17, as amended by PL 1993, c. 680,
Pt. A, §6, is further amended to read:

17. Marine resources bureau. Establish in each division a
marine resources bureau. The Chief Judge shall appoint a clerk
of the District Court in each division as violations clerk for
the marine resources bureau in that division.

The violations clerk shall accept written appearances, waivers of
trial, pleas of guilty and payments of fines and costs in
criminal marine resources offense cases, subject to the
limitations prescribed in this subsection. The violations clerk
serves under the direction and control of the judge of the court
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "'Q' to H.P. 182, L.D. 260

for which the violations clerk is appointed. Civil marine
r rces violation are within the jurisdiction of the
violations bureau established under subsection 12,

A. A marine resources offense means any violation of any

provision of Title 12, chapters 601 to 627 and chapter 715,
or any rules adopted by the Commissioner of Marine Resources
pursuant to those chapters.

B. The Chief Judge shall by order, which may from time to
time be amended, suspended or repealed, designate the
criminal marine resources offenses within the authority of
the wviolations clerk, except that the offenses may not
include any offense for which a mandatory minimum term of
imprisonment is provided by law. The court shall establish
schedules, within the 1limits prescribed by 1law, of the
amount of fines to be imposed for the offenses. The order of
the court establishing the schedules must be prominently
posted in the place where the fines are paid. Fines and
costs must be paid to, receipted by and accounted for by the
violations clerk in accordance with these provisions.

C. Any person charged with any criminal marine resources
offense within the authority of the violations clerk may
file an appearance in person or by mail before the
violations clerk. Any person may enter a plea admitting the
vielatien offense charged and waiver of trial and pay the
fine, and costs, established for the wielatien offense
charged. Any person entering a plea admitting the
infraetion offense charged must be informed of that person's
rights, including the right to stand trial, that that
person's signature to a plea admitting the wielatien offense
charged will have the same effect as a judgment of the court
and that the record of adjudication will be sent to the
Commissioner of Marine Resources.

D. Any person who has been found guilty of or who has
signed a plea of guilty to, or who has been found to have
committed or who has signed a plea admitting or admitting
with an explanation, one or more previous criminal marine
resources offenses subject to this subsection or subsection
12 within a 12-month period may not appear before the
violations clerk unless the court, by order, permits that
appearance. Each waiver of hearing filed wunder this
subsection must recite on the oath or affirmation of the
offender whether or not the offender has been previously
found guilty of or to have committed or has previously
signed a plea of gquilty to, admitting or admitting with an
explanation to, one or more criminal marine resources
offenses within a 12-month period. Any
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "/7" to H.P. 182, L.D. 260

person swearing falsely to such a statement is, upon
conviction, subject to a fine of not more than $50.

E. The Chief Judge, following notification to the Chief
Justice of the Supreme Judicial Court or the Chief Justice's
delegate, may authorize such forms and procedures as the
Chief Judge considers appropriate to carry out this
subsection; and

Sec. A-4. 4 MRSA §164, sub-§18, as enacted by PL 1991, c.

635, is amended to read:

18. Forest service bureau. Establish in each division a
forest service bureau. The Chief Judge shall appoint the clerk
of the District Court in each division as violations clerk for
the forest service bureau.

The violations clerk shall accept written appearances, waivers of
trial, pleas of guilty and payments of fines and costs in forest
service offense cases, subject to the limitations prescribed in
this subsection. The violations clerk serves under the direction
and control of the judge of the court for which that clerk is
appointed. Civil forest service offense cases are within the
jurisdiction of the wviolations bureau established  under
subsection 12,

A. For purposes of +this subsection, a forest service
offense means any violation of Title 12, chapters 705, 715,
801, 805, 807 and 809 or any rules adopted by the Director
of the Maine Forest Service pursuant to those chapters.

B. The Chief Judge shall by order, which may from time to
time be amended, suspended or repealed, designate the
criminal forest service offenses within the authority of the
violations clerk, except that the offenses may not include
any offense for which a mandatory minimum term of
imprisonment is provided by law. The court shall establish
schedules, within the 1limits prescribed by 1law, of the
amount of fines to be imposed for the offenses. The order
of the court establishing the schedules must be prominently
posted in the place where the fines are paid. Fines and
costs must be paid to, receipted by and accounted for by the
violations clerk in accordance with these provisions.

C. A person charged with a criminal forest service offense
within the authority of the violations clerk may file an
appearance in person or by mail before the violations
clerk. A person may enter a plea admitting the wvielatien
offense charged and a waiver of trial and pay the fine and
costs established for the wvielatien offense charged. A
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "l)" to H.P. 182, L.D. 260

person entering a plea admitting the wvielatien offense
charged must be informed of the person's rights, including
the right to stand trial, that the person's signature to a
plea admitting the wielatiean offense charged has the same
effect as a judgment of the court and that the record of
adjudication will be sent to the Director of the Maine
Forest Service.

D. A person who, within a 12-month period, has been found
guilty of, has signed a plea of guilty to, has been found to
have committed or has signed a plea admitting, or admitting

with an explanation, one or more previous gc¢riminal forest
service offenses subject to this subsection or subsection 12

may not appear before the violations clerk unless the court,
by order, permits that appearance. Each waiver of hearing
filed under this subsection must recite on the oath or
affirmation of the offender whether the offender was
previously found guilty of or committed or previously signed
a plea of guilty to or signed a plea admitting, or admitting
with an explanation, one or more criminal forest service
offenses within a 12-month period. A person swearing
falsely to such a statement is subject, upon conviction, to
a fine of not more than $50.

E. The Chief Judge, following notification to the Chief
Justice of the Supreme Court or the Chief Justice's
delegate, may authorize forms and procedures as the Chief
Judge considers appropriate to carry out this subsection.

Sec. A-5. 12 MRSA §6208, as amended by PL 1991, c. 459, §1,

is further amended to read:
§6208. Marine resources' citation form

1. Form. The commissioner shall designate the Uniform
Summons and Complaint as the citation form to be used by the
Bureau of Marine Patrolr-esecepi--that--the -commissioner-may-permit
the - use- of--any--gitation -forms -appreved-by-the- Chief -Judge -6f-the
Distriet-Court-before-May-1,--1991--that are -in-ewrrent-stock-as-of
May--1-~-1991--until - those--stoeks--are--depleted for all criminal
violations and c¢ivil violations that are not filed with the

violations bureau pursuant to Title 4, section 164, subsection
12 ragraph A an he Vioglations n n int £ 11

other civil vioclations.

2. Responsibility for issuance and disposition.
Responsibility for issuance and disposition is as follows.

A. The - - -commigei-oner - -is---responsible---fer---all --marine
resoureest-eitation-forms- approved- by -the Ghief Judge -of-the
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "q" to H.P. 182, L.D. 260

Distriet--Court -prieor--teo--May-1,--1993+ The Department of
Public Safety 1is responsible for all Uniform Summons and
Complaint forms issued by the Bureau of Marine Patrol. The

Distri rt is r nsible for all Violations Summons an
Complaint forms issued by the Bureau of Marine Patrol. The

commissioner or the commissioner's designee is responsible
for the further issuance of Uniform Summons and Complaint
books an Violati n nd mplain ks to
individual law enforcement officers and the proper
disposition of those books.

3. Illegal disposition; prohibited act. It is unlawful and
official misconduct for any marine patrol officer or other public
employee to dispose of an official citation form e¥, Uniform
Summons and Complaint or Violations Summons and Complaint, except
in accordance with law and as provided for in any applicable
official policy or procedure of the Bureau of Marine Patrol.

4. When a lawful complaint. If the-citation--prowvided-for
in-~-this~--ceekion~-or a Uniform Summons and Complaint or_ a
Viplations Summons and Complaint is duly sworn to as required by
law and otherwise legally sufficient in respect to the form of a
complaint and charging an offense, it may be filed in a court
having jurisdiction and constitutes a lawful complaint for the
purpose of the commencement of any criminal prosecution or civil

violation proceeding. Every law enforcement officer issuing a
Violations Summons and Complaint charging the commission of a
civil violation that ig filed with the violations bureau pursuant
Ti i 4 i 2 r A _sh £il
the original of the form with the violations bureau within 5 days
of the issuance of that form. When filed with the violations
bureau, the Violations Summons and Complaint is considered a
lawful complaint for the purpose of commencement of a c¢ivil
action,

5. WwWhen a lawful summons. A eitation--as-preovided--for--in
this-section--6¥-a Uniform Summons and Complaint or a Violations
Summons and Complaint, when served upon a person by a law
enforcement officer, acts as a summons to appear in court or to
otherwise respond in accordance with law on or before the date
specified in the summons. Any person who fails to appear in
court as directed by the summons or to otherwise respond in
accordance with law on or before the date specified in the
summons commits a Class E crime. Upon that person's failure to
appear or to respond in accordance with law, the court may issue
a warrant of arrest. It is an affirmative defense to prosecution
under this subsection that the failure to appear or to respond
resulted from just cause.
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "[)" to H.P. 182, L.D. 260

6. Refusal to sign; prohibited act. Any person who refuses
to sign a citation er, Uniform Summons and Complaint or

Violations Summons and Complaint after having been ordered to do

so by a law enforcement officer commits a Class E crime.

Sec. A-6. 12 MRSA §7911, as amended by PL 1991, c. 459, §2,

is further amended to read:
§7911. Fish and wildlife citation form

1. Form. The commissioner shall designate the Uniform
Summons and Complaint as the citation form to be used by the
warden servicer-except-that-the--commissioner-may-permit--the -use
of-any-eitatien- forms--approved by--the- CGhief -Judge -ef-the-Bistriet
Court-before-May-1,-1991-that--are-—in-eurrent- steek—e$~n¢-ﬂmy-lr
1991 -until--those-stocks--are-depleted for all criminal vielations

civil wviolation hat re n fil with he iolation
r r n Ti 4 ton 164 ion T h
A and the Violations Summons and Complaint for all other c¢ivil

violations.

2, Responsibility for issuance and disposition.
Responsibility for issuance and disposition is as follows.

A, The--commissioner--is--responsible---for --all--fish--and
wildlife-eitatieon -forms-approved-by -the -Chief-Judge--0£-the
Pistriet--Court -prier--te-May-1,--1991+ The Department of
Public Safety 1is responsible for all Uniform Summons and

Complaints issued to the warden service. The District Court
i r nsibl for 1 Violation n omplain
forms issued to the warden service. The commissioner or the

commissioner's designee is responsible for the further
issuance of Uniform Summons and Complaint books and

Violations Summons and Complaint books to individual wardens
and for the proper disposition of those books.

3. Illegal disposition; prohibited act. It is unlawful and
official misconduct for any warden or other public employee to
dispose of an official citation form e¥, a Uniform Summons and
Complaint or a Violations Summons and Complaint, except in
accordance with law and as provided for in any applicable
official policy or procedure of the Warden Service Division.

4, When a lawful complaint. If the-eitation provided-fer
in--this--seetien--or a Uniform Summons and Complaint or a
Violations Summons and Complaint is duly sworn to as required by
law and otherwise legally sufficient in respect to the form of a
complaint and charging an offense, it may be filed in a court
having jurisdiction and constitutes a lawful complaint for the
purpose of the commencement of any criminal prosecution or civil
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "/?" to H.P. 182, L.D. 260

violation proceeding. Every law enforcement officer issuing a
Violations Summons and Complaint charging the commission of a
civil violation that is filed with the violations bureau pursuant
to Title 4, section 164, subsection 12, paragraph A shall file
the original of the form with the violations bureau within 5 days

of the issuance of that form. When filed with the violations

bureau, the Violations Summons and Complaint is considered a

lawful complaint for the purpose of commencement of a civil
action,.

5. When a lawful summons. A eitatien--as--provided--for-in
this-seection--cr~a Uniform Summons and Complaint or a Violations
Summons and Complaint, when served upon a person by a law
enforcement officer, acts as a summons to appear in court or to
otherwise respond in accordance with law on or bhefore the date
specified in the summons. Any person who fails to appear in
court as directed by the summons or to otherwise respond in
accordance with law on or before the date specified in the
summons commits a Class E crime. Upon that person's failure to
appear or respond in accordance with law, the court may issue a
warrant of arrest. It is an affirmative defense to prosecution
under this subsection that the failure to appear or respond
resulted from just cause,

6. Refusal to sign; prohibited act. Any person who refuses
to sign a citation er, a Uniform Summons and Complaint or a

Violations Summons and Complaint after having been ordered to do

so by a law enforcement officer commits a Class E crime.

Sec. A-7. 12 MRSA §8907, as repealed and replaced by PL 1991,
c. 459, §3, is amended to read:

§8907. Forest service citation form

1. Form. The Director of the Bureau of Forestry, referred
to in this section as the "director," shall designate the Uniform
Summons and Complaint as the citation form to be used by the
Maine Forest Service,-exeept-that-the--dirvector-may -permit-the-use
of-any-citation- forme- -approved- by -the--Ghief Judge -of-the-Distriet
Court-before-May-1,-1901-that-are--in-current-ctock-as--of- May -1,
1001 -until- those--stocks -are-depieted for all criminal violations
and civil violations that are not filed with the violations

rea rsuan Titl ion 164 i 1 r
A _and the Violations Summons and Complaint for all other c¢ivil

viglations,
2. Citation books. The--director-is--responsible-for--any
forms-appreved- by--the -Chief -Judge -o£ - the- Distriot- -Court -prior-te

May-d5--399%k ~~-The--director--may- provide--eitation -beoeks-to--ether
taw--enforeemert - -ageneies - -and - officers-- for--their--use--in--the
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "ﬂ" to H.P. 182, L.D. 260

enforcement--of --chapters - 807 - -and - 809- -~ The--director--may--not

regquire--pother-ageneies --to--use--this--form~ The Department of

Public Safety is responsible for all Uniform Summons and

Complaints issued to the Maine Forest Service. The District

urt is responsible for all Viclations mmon n mplain

he Maine Fore rvice. The director or the

director's designee is responsible for the further issuance of

Uniform Summons and Complaint books and Violations Summons and

Complaint books to individual law enforcement officers and for
the proper disposition of those books.

3. Disposition; prohibited act. It is unlawful and
official misconduct for any forest ranger or other public
employee to dispose of an official citation form er, a Uniform
Summons and Complaint or a Violations Summons and Complaint,
except in accordance with law and as provided for in an
applicable official policy or procedure of the Maine Forest
Service.

4. Lawful complaint. A Maine-Ferest--Service--citation-form
oer-a Uniform Summons and Complaint or a Viol
Complaint may be filed in a court having jurisdiction and
constitutes a lawful <complaint to commence any criminal
prosecution or civil violation proceeding if the-feorm--or-Uniferm
Summons-and-Cemplaint it is duly sworn to as required by law and
otherwise legally sufficient in respect to the form of a

complaint and charging an offense. Every law enforcement officer

i in Violati ns n Complain r 'n h
commission Qf a c1v;l v;glg;ion th £i with th a n
bureau pursuant to Title 4, section 1@4, subsection 12, paragr gph

A shall file the origimal of the form with the violations bureau
within 5 days of the issuance of that form. When filed with the

violations bureau, the Violations Summons and Complaint is

nsider lawful mplaint £ he purpose of mmencement of
a civil action.

5. Lawful summons. A Maine Forest Service citation e¥r, a

Uniform Summons and Complaint or a Violations Summons and

m int, when served upon a person by a law enforcement
officer, functions as a summons to appear in court or to

herwise re nd in a rdance with law on or befor h
specified in the summons. Any person who fails to appear in
court after-having-been -served-with-a as_ directed by the summons

r therwise r ond in accordan with law r r h

date specified in the summons commits a Class E crime. Upon that
person’'s failure to appear or respond in accordance with law, the

court may issue a warrant of arrest. It is an affirmative
defense to prosecution under this subsection that the failure to
appear resulted from just cause.
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "ﬁ)' to H.P. 182, L.D. 260

6. Refusal to sign; prohibited act. Any person who refuses
to sign a citation e¥, a Uniform Summons and Complaint or a

Viglations Summons and Complaint after having been ordered to do

so by a law enforcement officer commits a Class E crime.

Sec. A-8. 17-A MRSA §17, sub-§1, as amended by PL 1995, c. 65,
Pt. A, §56 and affected by §153 and Pt. C, §15, is further
amended to read:

1. A law enforcement officer who has probable cause to
believe that a civil violation has been committed by a person
must issue or have delivered a written summons to that person
directing the person to appear in the District Court to answer
the allegation that the person has committed the violation. The
summons must include the signature of the officer, a brief
description of the alleged violation, the time and place of the
alleged violation and the time, place and date the person is to
appear in court. The form used must be the Violation Summons and
Complainty,-as-preseribed-4in--Title 29-A - -section-260L-for-traffie
infraetiens for civil violations that are filed with the
viclations bureau pursuant to Title 4, section 164, subsection
12, paragraph A and the Uniform Summons and Complaint for other
civil violations,-except--that,--if -the-ageney-by--whom -the-offieer
is-employed--has -or-May-d,- 1001 eurrent -stoeks - of- forms -that ~the
ageney--is--autherized - to--use,-the - agency- -may - permit--officers -te
use--those--forms—-in--plaee--of--the - Uniform -Summens--and--Cemplaint
until-theose--stocks--are-depleted. A person to whom a summons is
issued or delivered must give a written promise to appear or to

otherwise respond in accordance with law on or before the date
specified in the summons. If the person refuses to sign the

summons after having been ordered to do so by a law enforcement
officer, the person commits a Class E crime. The law enforcement
officer may not order a person to sign the summons for a civil
violation unless the c¢ivil violation is an offense defined in
Title 12; Title 23, section 1980; Title 28-A, section 2052; or
Title 29-A.

Every law enforcement officer issuing a Violation Summons and
Complaint charging the commission of a traffie-dianfraetien civil
violation that is filed with the wviolations bureau pursuant to
Title 4, section 164, subsection 12, paragraph A shall file the
original of the Violation Summons and Complaint with the
violations bureau within 5 days of the issuance of that Violation
Summons and Complaint. Every law enforcement officer issuing a
Uniform Summons and Complaint that charges the commission of an
any other offense shall file the original of the Uniform Summons
and Complaint with the District Court having jurisdiction over
the offense or in such other location as instructed by the Chief
Judge of the District Court without undue delay and, in any
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT



10

12

14

16

18

20

22

24

26

28

30

32

34

36

38

40

42

44

46

48

50

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "f?" to H.P. 182, L.D. 260

event, within 5 days after the issuance of the Uniform Summons
and Complaint.

PART B

Sec. B-1. 12 MRSA §7053, sub-§2, §A, as enacted by PL 1979, c.
420, §1, is amended to read:

A, Arrest, summons and prosecute all violators of the
following:

(1) Chapters 701 to 721;

(2) All rules premulgated adopted by the commissioner;
and

(3) The United States Federal Migratory Bird Treaty
Act, Public Law, July 3, 1918, chapter 128, as amended,
and all rules and regulations promulgated adopted in
pursuance thereof.

A game warden shall, without unnecessary delay, take any
person so arrested before the District Court nearest the
place of violation:;

Sec. B-2. 12 MRSA §7901, sub-§§19 t0 23 are enacted to read:

1 Violation f chapter 703 The following violations of
chapter 703 are civil violations for which a forfeiture of not
less than $100 and not more than $500 may be adjudged:

A, Violati f rul n ning water-skiin nder

section 7036, subsection 1; and

B Def en f notice ri i ion 7
ction 2
2 Vi i r 7 T followi
iolation £f ch 71 ha r r ivil violati r
which £ i n han mor n
may be adjudged:
A, Violation of rules adopted pursuant to section 7792,

subsection 2 concerning:
1 Operation of w rcraft without 1i :

(2) Towing of a water-skier without an observer: and
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "Kl’ to H.P. 182, L.D. 260

(3) Violating the water safety zone:

B Violation of rul ted pur t to sgection 7792
subsection 3 concerning inadequate personal flotation
devices:

Operating a motorboat without certificate of number

described in section 7801, subsection 1:

Illegal operation of watercraft on inland waters withou

a holding tank or with a holding tank with through-hull

fittings as described in tion 7801, subsection 2-A;

E, Leasing or rgnglng a_motorboat w;;gg t a certificate of
number as _describe ection 7801 s ion 6-A;

F. rating a m rboat while underage as described in

n 7801, subsection 13;

ratin motor with a muffler rib in
section 7801, subsection 15;

H Operatin watercraft without proper £ eguipmen
as described in section 7801, subsection 16:

I Operating an airmobil on lic w described in
section 7801, subsection 21:

J Failin op an_ airmobile for nterin ubli

way as described in section 7801, subsection 22;

K. Failing to yield right-of-way while operating an

airmobile as described in section 7801, subsection 23:
L. Operating an airmobile that excee the noise limit as
described in section 7801, subsection 24;
M, QOperating an airmobile on railroad tracks as described
in gsection 7801, subsection 25:

Operating an airmobile too close to certain buildings as
MMMLLMML

Failur displ an_excise x decal as ribed in
section 7801, subsection 28;
P. Failure to comply with additi 1 £ requirements
whil operatin a rsonal watercraft a describe in

section 7801, subsection 30; and

Page 13-LR0990(2)
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Q. Unlawfully permitting operation of a watercraft as

described in section 7801, subsection 31.

21, Violations of chapter 715, subchapter II, The following
violations of chapter 715, subchapter II are civil violations for

which a forfeiture of not less than $100 and not more than $500

a e adjudged:
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A, Operating an unregistered snowmobile as described in
section 7827, subsection 1:

B. Operati a snowmobile upon a controlled ss highw
as described in section 7827, subsection 2:

C. Unlawfully operating a snowmobile on a plowed road as
described in section 7827, subsection 3;

D. rating a sn ile on a public w s ri in

section 7827, subsection 4:

E. Unlawfully operating a vehicle on a snowmobile trail as
described in section 7827, subsection 4-A:

F. Failing to stop a snowmobile before entering a public
way as described in section 7827, subsection 5:

G. Failing to yield the right-of-way while operating a
snowmobile as described in section 7827, subsection 6:

H., Crossing a _closed bridge, culvert, overpass or underpass
with nowmobil s _described in ction 7827, sub tion 7;

nlawfull operatin snowmobil while wunderage _as
described in section 7827. subsection 12:
J Permittin n naccompani il r
snowmobile as described in section 7827, subsection 13:
K. Operating a snowmobile that exceeds the noise limit as

cribed in ction 7827, subsection 14:

L. Unlawfully modifving a snowmobile as described _in
section 7827, subsection 15;

. erati snowmobile with insufficient lights s
described in section 7827, subsection 16;

N. Failure to use snowmobile lights as described in section
7827, subsection 17;
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0. Unlawfully operating a snowmobile on railroad tracks as
described in section 7827, subsection 18:

B Operatin snowmobile in cemeter described in
section 7827, subsection 19:

Q. Operating a snowmobile too close to certain buildings as
described in section 7827, subsection 20:; and

R, Unlawfully permitting operation of a snowmobile as
described in section 7827, subsection 21,

22, Violations of chapter 715, subch r IV. The following

violations of chapter 715, subchapter 1V _are civil violations for

which forfeitur f not less than $1 n mor han

may be adjudged:

A, Operating an unregistered ATV as described in section
7857 ection 1;

. _Failure to display ATV registration number ribed
in section 7857, subsection 1-A;

Operatin n ATV _upon a controlled access highway as
described in section 7857, subsection 2:

D. Unlawfully operating an ATV on a snowmobile trail as
described in section 7857, subsection 3:

E. Unlawfully operating an ATV on a private road as

described in section 7857, subsection 4;

F. Operating an ATV on a public way as described in section
7857 b i 52

G. Failing to stop an ATV before entering a public way as

described in section 7857, subsection 6

H. Failing to yield the right-of-way while operating an ATV
as described in section 7857, subsection 7:

I. Crossin closed brid culver ver or underpas
with an ATV as described in section 7857, subsection 8:
J. Carrying a_ passenger on an ATV without headgear as

described in section 7857, subsection 13-C:

K. Permitting a child under 10 years of e to operate an
ATV described in ion 7857, subsection 14-A;
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L. Unlawfully operating an ATV on railroad tracks as
described in section 7857, subsection 18: and

M. Operating an ATV in a prohibited area as described in
section 7857, subsection 22-2,

23. Violations of chapter 717. The following violations of
chapter 717 are c¢ivil viclations for which a forfeiture of not

1 han $100 and n more than 0 m adijud :
A. Hunting on a_ licensed trainin r described in

section 7863, subsection 2:

B. Misuse of a licensed dog training area as_described in
section 7863, subsection 3: and

C., Illegal use of a firearm during traipning or field trials
as described in section 7863, subsection 4.

PART C
Sec. C-1. 12 MRSA §6123, as enacted by PL 1977, c. 661, §5,

is amended to read:
§6123. Obstructing fishways

I&--shall- -be--unlawful--te - -tamper,--damage,--destroy,--alose A
person who tampers with, damages, destroys or closes to fish
migration or introduee introduces foreign objects into any
fishway without the authority of the commissioner gcommits a civil
violation for which a forfeiture of n le tha 1 and not
mor han m e adjud

Sec. C-2. 12 MRSA §6124, as enacted by PL 1989, c. 275, §1,

is amended to read:
§6124. Violations: penalty

It-shall--be -eonsidered-a-3dolation -6of-this-subochapter--if-a
fish- kill--resulis--£rom-the--improper - operation-of A _person who

improperly operates a fishway required pursuant to this
subchapter+---The--department-may--access--a-£ine commits a civil

violation for which a forfeiture equivalent to the value of the
fish killed but not more than §10,000 for each day of that

violation may be adjudged.
Sec. C-3. 12 MRSA §6445, as enacted by PL 1993, c. 726, §1,

is amended to read:
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§6445. Logbooks for lobster harvesters

The commissioner shall adopt rules requiring any person
holding a 1lobster and crab fishing license to maintain a
logbook. The rules must indicate the type of data that must be
recorded in the 1logbook, the manner for producing the 1logbooks
and the method for analyzing data from the logbooks. The
commissioner shall charge a fee for the logbook that is
sufficient to recover all costs associated with the production of
the logbook and the analysis of the data. Fees received by the
department from the sale of logbooks are dedicated revenue and
must be used by the department for the purposes of this section.
The logbook and data analysis may be produced and conducted by
the department or may be produced and conducted by a public or
private entity under contract with the department. Disclosure of
any data collected under this section is subject to the
confidentiality provisions of section 6173. A person who fails
to maintain a Jlogbook when required to do so commits a civil
violation for which a_ forfeiture of not less than $100 and not
more than $500 may he adjudged.

Sec. C-4. 12 MRSA §6521, as amended by PL 1991, c. 242, §2,

is further amended to read:
§6521. Dumping of dead marine animals or scaled finfish

1. Deposition of dead marine animals; exception. It--is
unlawful -te A person may not deposit or discard, in intertidal
zones or in harbors or rivers below the dividing line between
tidewater and fresh water, any dead marine animal or its parts,
except that a person may deposit oyster shell cultch in those
waters solely to promote growth of oysters with the written
permission of the commissioner and under any conditions the
commissioner determines appropriate.

2. Scaled finfish. It-shall-be-uniawful-te A person may not
deposit, release or dump into the coastal waters any dead or
alive finfish from which the scales have been removed.

3. Penmalty. A person who violates this section commits a

civil violation for which a forfeiture of not less than $100 and
n mor han 0 m be ju

Sec. C-5. 12 MRSA §§6522 and 6523, as enacted by PL 1977, c.

661, §5, are amended to read:
§6522. Monofilament nets

I&--shall -be--unlawful - to--discard-or--abanden A person who
r r a ns into any waters any net made of monofilament
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or of other material which is not biodegradable commits a civil
vi ion f which rfeiture of mnot less than $100 and not
more than $500 may be adjudged.

§6523. Marking ice fishing shacks

It-shall-be--unlawfal-te A person may not place any shack or
temporary structure used for ice fishing on the frozen coastal
waters or te use the shack or structure, unless the owner's name
and address are painted or otherwise clearly marked on the
outside with 2-inch letters. The--fine--or-penalty--for-eenvietien
of —riolating - this- section -shall--inelude - the--eosts--dnourred--in

remeviag--any--struekures A rsgn_ wh iol i i
commits a civil violation for which a forfeiture of not less than

mor han 00 m i .

Sec. C-6. 12 MRSA §§6543 and 6544, as enacted by PL 1977, c.

661, §5, are amended to read:
§6543. Standard unit of berring measure

1t--shall--be -untawful - -to--purchase--oex--seil A person who

purchases or sells herring in their 1live or raw state for
packing, other than by a standard unit of measure or by a
fractional part of a standard unit of measure, commits a civil
violation for which rfeiture of 1 han_ $10 nd n

mor han $500 m be adjud . The standard units of measure

shall-be are the bushel, barrel of 3 bushels or the hogshead of
17 1/2 bushels.

§6544. Sealing of herring boats

It-shall-be- vnlawful- to -buy,-sell-er-transport A person who

sells or transports any herring for processing, from or in the
hold of any boat, which has not been measured and sealed as

provided in this section, commits a civil violation for which a
forfeiture of not less than $100 and not more than $500 may be
adjudged.

1. Sealing of boats. The holds of all boats transporting
herring for processing purposes shall must be measured and sealed
by the State Sealer of Weights and Measures or his the sgstate
sealer's designee.

2. Fee. The owner of the boat shall pay a fee for the
measuring and sealing as determined by the State Sealer of

Weights and Measures, based on the carrying capacity of the boat.

3. Method of measuring and sealing. The measure shail nmust
be in 5 hogshead divisions measured by liquid measure from a
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calibrated prover to the top of the hatch coaming. The
measurement shal} must be marked and permanently sealed, both
forward and aft, in the hold, in the most practicable manner,
while the boat is afloat.

4. Notification of broken seals. The boat owner shall
immediately notify the State Sealer of Weights and Measures of
any alteration or the breaking of any seal.

5. Certification to commissioner. After measuring and
sealing each boat, the State Sealer of Weights and Measures shall
certify to the commissioner the name of the owner and the name
and capacity of each boat.

Sec. C-7. 12 MRSA §6554, as amended by PL 1983, c. 662, §5,

is further amended to read:
§6554. Pacific salmon; method of taking; limits

1. Minimum length. It-shall-be-unlawful-te A n
take or possess Pacific salmon which are less than 14 inches in
length.

2. Method of taking. It-shall--be -urlawful-te A person may
not fish for or take Pacific salmon from the coastal waters by
any means other than hook and line with a single hook.

3. Limits. Ne A person may not take more than 2 Pacific
salmon may-be-taken in any one day.

4. Exception for aquaculture. A person lawfully engaged in
the aquaculture of Pacific salmon shall-be is exempt from this
section previded-that if that person holds a special license, if
required, under section 6074,

5. Recommendations; commissioner. Nothing in this chapter
may prohibit the commissioner from recommending to the
Legislature changes in the 1limit on Pacific salmon that may be
taken by hook and line with a single hook.

6. Penalty. A person who violates this section commits a

civi iglation for which forfeitur fn 1 n n
n mor han 0 m ] d

Sec. C-8. 12 MRSA §6703, sub-§1, as enacted by PL 1985, c.
662, §4, is amended to read:

1. License required. It--is--unlawful-for-any A person te

may not engage in the activities authorized by this license under
this section without a current noncommercial scallop license.
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Sec. C-9. 12 MRSA §6703, sub-§5 is enacted to read:

. Penalt A person who violates this s ion mmits
ivil wviolation for which a forfeitur fn 1 than $1 n
not more than $500 may be adjudged.

Sec. C-10. 12 MRSA §§6859 and 6860, as enacted by PL 1977, c.

661, §5, are amended to read:

§6859. Unmarked lobster shipping container

It--shall -be--unlawful-+to-ship,--effer A person who ships,

offers to ship or aeeept accepts for shipment any lobsters or
their parts in any container that is not clearly marked to
indicate that it contains lobsters commits a civil violation for
which forfeiture of not less than §$10 nd n mor han $5
may be adjudged.

§6860. Labeling of shrimp

It-shali- be -unlawful--to-preeess A person who processes and
paekage packages shrimpr--usless without clearly marking the
country or state of origin is--clearly -marked on the container
commits a civil violation for which a forfeiture of not less than
$100 and not more than $500 may be adjudged.

Sec. C-11. 12 MRSA §6863, sub-§4 is enacted to read:

4 Pen A rson who viol hi ion commits a
ivil violation for which a forfeitur fn 1 than $100 an
not more than $500 may be adjudged.

Sec. C-12. 12 MRSA §6956, as enacted by PL 1993, c. 448, §1,

is amended to read:
§6956. Diver's down flag required

A person licensed to harvest a marine species by hand must
display a -diver's down flag when wusing a self-contained
underwater breathing apparatus to harvest that species. For the
purposes of this section, 'diver's down flag" means the
International Code Flag "A" as defined in navigation rules

adopted by the United States Coast Guard. A_person who violates

his ion mmi ivil violation for which forfeitur f
not les han $100 and not more than $500 m judged.
PARTD
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Sec. D-1. 29-A MRSA §404, sub-§2, as enacted by PL 1993, c.
683, Pt. A, §2 and affected by Pt. B, §5, is amended to read:

2. Dismissal. A person served with a Violation Summons and
Complaint charging a violation of this section may have the
complaint dismissed if that person shows satisfactory evidence
that the vehicle was registered at the time of the alleged
violation. The clerk of the District Court violations bureau
must dismiss the complaint if, prior to the date required for
filing an answer to the complaint, the person charged files with
the bureau a copy of the Violation Summons and Complaint together
with satisfactory evidence that the vehicle was registered at the
time of the alleged violation. If a person files a timely answer
of-"not-contested! to a Violation Summons and Complaint alleging
a violation of this section and that person presents satisfactory
evidence to the court at the time of trial showing that the
vehicle was registered at the time of the alleged violation, the
court must dismiss the complaint.

Sec. D-2. 29-A MRSA §752, sub-§3, as enacted by PL 1993, c.
683, Pt. A, §2 and affected by Pt. B, §5, is amended to read:

3. Violation. Any person, corporation, organization or
other legal entity that knowingly violates this section commits a
€lass-D-ezrime traffic infraction. A violation of this section is
a violation of Title 5, chapter 10.

Sec. D-3. 29-A MRSA §952, sub-§3, as enacted by PL 1993, c.
683, Pt. A, §2 and affected by Pt. B, §5, is amended to read:

3. Penalty. A person who fails to comply with subsection
1, paragraphs A to E or subsection 4 commits a CGlass--E--erime
traffic infraction.

Sec. D-4. 29-A MRSA §953, sub-§6, as enacted by PL 1993, c.
683, Pt. A, §2 and affected by Pt. B, §5, is amended to read:

6. Penalty. A person who fails to comply with this section
commits a Class-B-erime traffic infraction.

Sec. D-5. 29-A MRSA §955, sub-§3, as enacted by PL 1993, c.
683, Pt. A, §2 and affected by Pt. B, §5, is amended to read:

3. Penalty. A person who fails to comply with this section

commits a CGlass-E-erime traffic infraction.

Sec. D-6. 29-A MRSA §1003, sub-§4, as enacted by PL 1993, c.
683, Pt. A, §2 and affected by Pt. B, §5, is amended to read:
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4. Record. A complete record must be kept at the
licensee's established place of business, stating the hour and
date the vehicle is loaned and returned, the serial number of the
vehicle loaned, the loaner plate number and the registration
number of the customer's vehicle. Failure to keep this record is
a GClass-E-erime traffic infraction.

Sec. D-7. 29-A MRSA §1051, sub-§9, as enacted by PL 1993, c.
683, Pt. A, §2 and affected by Pt. B, §5, is amended to read:

9. Penalty. A person who fails to obtain a vehicle auction
business license as required by this section commits a €lass-E
erime traffic infraction.

Sec. D-8. 29-A MRSA §1052, sub-§6, as enacted by PL 1993, c.
683, Pt. A, §2 and affected by Pt. B, §5, is amended to read:

6. Penalty. Violation of this section is a €lass-E-erime
raffic infraction.

Sec. D-9. 29-A MRSA §1251, sub-§1-A, as enacted by PL 1995, c.

584, Pt. B, §5, is repealed and the following enacted in its
place:

1-A. Residents mi red ;g__gb;_a;_:&g;;g_g Within 30 days
£ omin resi f thi r hall 1
in icen in cor with ion 1 n _wh
fails to comply with the regquirement of this subsection g nd
m r vehicl ic w r rkin r mmi
A, A traffic infraction if the rson h en residen
£ less th : or

B. A Cl1 E crime if th erson has n resident for
1 0 a4 .

Sec. D-10. 29-A MRSA §1408, sub-§3, as corrected by RR 1993,

§22, is amended to read:

3. Dismissal. A person served with a Violation Summons and
Complaint charging a viclation of this section may have the
complaint dismissed if that person shows satisfactory evidence
that the person held a valid license at the time of the alleged
violation., The clerk of the District Court Violations Bureau
must dismiss the complaint if, prior to the date required for
filing an answer to the complaint, the person charged files a
copy of the Violation Summons and Complaint with the bureau,
together with evidence that the person held a valid license at
the time of the alleged violation. If a person files a timely
answer ef-mnot--contested to a Violations Summons and Complaint
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alleging a violation of this section and that person presents
satisfactory evidence to the court at the time of trial that the
person held a valid license at the time of the alleged violation,
the court must dismiss the complaint.

Sec. D-11. 29-A MRSA §1601, sub-§4, as enacted by PL 1993, c.
683, Pt. A, §2 and affected by Pt. B, §5, is amended to read:

4. Dismissal. A person served with a Violations Summons
and Complaint charging a violation of this section may have the
complaint dismissed if that person shows satisfactory evidence of
liability insurance or financial responsibility that was in
effect at the time of the alleged violation. The clerk of the
District Court Violations Bureau must dismiss the complaint if,
prior to the date required for filing an answer to the complaint,
the person charged files a copy of the Violation Summons and
Complaint with the bureau, together with satisfactory evidence of
liability insurance or financial responsibility that was in
effect at the time of the alleged violation. If a person files a
timely answer of--net--eortested to a Violations Summons and
Complaint alleging a violation of this section and that person
presents to the court at the time of trial satisfactory evidence
of 1liability insurance or financial responsibility that was in
effect at the time of the alleged violation, the court must
dismiss the complaint,

Sec. D-12. 29-A MRSA §1612, last §, as enacted by PL 1993, c.
683, Pt. A, §2 and affected by Pt. B, §5, is amended to read:

The operation, or the release for operation, of any vehicle
registered wunder chapter 9, subchapter I that is not in
compliance with this section is a Glass--BE--erime traffic
infraction.

Sec. D-13. 29-A MRSA §1918, as enacted by PL 1993, c. 683,
Pt. A, §2 and affected by Pt. B, §5, is amended to read:

§1918. Regrooved tires

A person commits a Class-E-erime traffic infraction if that
person distributes, has for sale, offers for sale, sells or uses
on a motor vehicle a pneumatic tire that has been regrooved below
the original tread depth, wunless that tire was originally
manufactured with extra undertread material.

Sec. D-14. 29-A MRSA §2076, sub-§5, as enacted by PL 1993, c.
683, Pt. A, §2 and affected by Pt. B, §5, is amended to read:

5. Penalty. An operator failing to comply with the
requirements of this-seekion ion 1 or 2 mm3i a traffi
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infr ion. An r r who fai mply with io
commits a Class E crime. An operator commits a Class D crime if
that operator is required to stop under subsection 3 and fails to
stop for or yield the right-of-way to a train, engine or
conveyance on the track.

Sec. D-15. 29-A MRSA §2101, as enacted by PL 1993, c. 683,
Pt. A, §2 and affected by Pt. B, §5, is amended to read:

§2101. Permitting unlawful use

A person--goRmmits--a--Class--E--erime--if--that person who
knowingly authorizes or permits a vehicle owned by or under
control of that person to be driven on a public way by any person
not authorized under this Title or in violation of a provision of
this Title» commits:

A, A traffic infraction if the violation the driver commits

is a traffic infraction: or
B A Cl E crime if th iolation th river commits i
rime.
PARTE

Sec. E-1. Appropriation. The following funds are appropriated
from the General Fund to carry out the purposes of this Act.

2000-01
JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT

Courts - Supreme, Superior, District
and Administrative

Positions - Legislative Count (5.000)
Personal Services $74,883
All Other 29,250

Provides funds for one Programmer Analyst

position, one Administrative Clerk position
effective January 1, 2001 and 3 Assistant

Clerk positions effective June 4, 2001 and
related costs associated with the expansion
of the Violations Bureau.

JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT
TOTAL . $104,133

Page 24-LR0990(2)

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT



X A

10
12
14
16
18
20
22
24
26
28
30
32
34
36
38
40
42
44
46

48

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "ﬂ' to H.P. 182, L.D. 260

Sec. E-2. Effective date. This Part takes effect 90 days after
adjournment of the Second Regular Session of the 119th
Legislature.

PARTF

Sec. F-1. Application. This Act applies to violations
committed on or after July 1, 2001.

Sec. F-2. Effective date. This Act takes effect July 1, 2001
except as otherwise provided.'

Further amend the bill by inserting at the end before the
summary the following:

'FISCAL NOTE

2000-01

APPROPRIATIONS/ALLOCATIONS
General Fund $104,133
This bill includes a General Fund appropriation of $104,133
in fiscal year 2000-01 for the Judicial Department for additional
staff and related costs associated with the expansion of the
Judicial Branch Violations Bureau. The estimated General Fund
appropriations required to fund the full year costs will be

approximately $202,400 annually beginning in fiscal year 2001-02.

This bill may also reduce prosecutions for Class D and Class

E crimes. If the number of jail sentences is reduced, the
savings to the counties are estimated to be $83.36 per day per
prisoner. The amount of any reduction of 3jail time and the

resulting savings to the county jail system can not be determined
at this time.

Requiring certain mailing requirements for the issuance of
Uniform Summons and Complaint may result in additional costs
incurred by law enforcement officers employed by the Department
of Conservation, the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife
and the Department of Marine Resources. The amounts can not be
determined at this time,'
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A‘ to H.P. 182, L.D. 260

SUMMARY
This amendment replaces the bill.

Part A expands the Jjurisdiction of the Violations Bureau of
the District Court to include all civil violations, mnot just
traffic infractions, except specific «c¢ivil wviolations. Law
enforcement officers will submit the Violations Summons and
Complaint to the violations bureau. The person summonsed for the
civil violation will have a certain amount of time to pay the
specified fine to the violations bureau or to ask for a court
date to contest the violation.

Part B makes certain crimes enforced by the Department of
Inland Fisheries and Wildlife c¢ivil wviolations. These include
certain water-skiing, motorboat, airmobile, snowmobile,
all-terrain vehicle and field dog training violations.

Part C makes certain marine resources crimes civil
violations. These include violations relating to obstructing
fishways, fish kills, lobster harvester logbooks, dumping dead
marine animals or scaled fish, monofilament nets, marking ice
fishing shacks, herring measurement, sealing boats, taking
Pacific salmon, diver's down flags, noncommercial scallop
licenses, lobster shipping containers, shrimp labeling and
cultchless American oysters.

Part D makes <certain motor wvehicle crimes traffic
infractions., These include certain violations relating to
odometers, dealers' licenses and dealers' plates, vehicle auction
licenses and records, the time period for obtaining a driver's
license, insurance for dealers and transporters, regrooved tires
and railroad grade crossings. This Part also corrects language
concerning contesting summonses. It also revises the law
governing permitting unlawful use. This amendment makes it a
traffic infraction for a vehicle owner to allow another person to
use the vehicle when the driver commits a traffic infraction with
the wvehicle, Current law makes all permitted unlawful use a
Class E crime.

The civil violations that do not fall under the jurisdiction
of the violations bureau are the following:

1. Violation of fish stocking permits, which can result in
a civil penalty of up to $10,000;

2., Violation of the laws governing the possession and use
of cigarettes and tobacco products by minors;
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3. Violation of the laws governing possession of alcohol by
minors; and

4. Environmental wviolations, which can result in a civil
penalty of $25,000 or more,.

The amendment includes an appropriation section and adds a
fiscal note to the bill,

The amendment has an effective date of July 1, 2001 and
applies to violations committed on or after July 1, 2001, except

that the Judicial Department may hire staff before that time to
begin the transition process.
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