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An Act to Initiate Covenant Marriage in the State.
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 19-A MRSA §651, sub-§2, as amended by PL 1997, c. 537,
§12 and affected by §62, is further amended to read:

2. Application. The parties wishing to record notice of
their intentions of marriage shall submit an application for
recording notice of their intentions of marriage. If the parties
wi i i i in
the declaration of intent for a covenant marriage as provided in
section 671, The application must include a signed certification
that the information recorded on the application is correct and
that the applicant is free to marry according to the laws of this
State. The applicant's signature must be acknowledged before an
official authorized to take oaths. Applications recording notice
of intentions to marry must be open for public inspection in the
office of the clerk. When the application is submitted, the
applicant shall provide the clerk with the social security
numbers of the parties. The application must include a statement
that the social security numbers of the parties have been
provided to the clerk. The clerk shall record the social
security numbers provided by each applicant. The record of the
social security numbers is confidential and is not open for
public inspection.

Sec. 2. 19-A MRSA c. 23, sub-c. I-A is enacted to read:

SUBCHAPTER I-A

71 marri HE | : iti

en;grgg into by one m;lg Qng one fgmg;g th gndgrs;agd an Q ggrgg

2 r in covenant _grriggg_.___Ak_____a.___Ld___me_Mé!
contract a ggygnant marriage by Qgglgr;ng ; eir intent to do so
n ir ion by marri 13 rovi in
n in ion i ntr
covenant marriage, as provided in sgsection 672. The application
for a ar;;agg license and the declaration of intent must be
£il he municipal clerk w i h rri 1i
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Covenant marriage: contents of declaration of intent

1. Declaration of intent, A declaration of intent to
venant marri m ntain the followin
A A i ion h rti h llowin £f :

"A VENANT MARRIAGE

W mn : maryi i nan
ween m n woman _wh 1i her a
n nd wife f 1 13 W
chosen each other carefully and disclosed to one another
i r £ ision nter
h r r nd r ibiliti marxi

MMMMMWL
and we understand that a covenant marriage is for life. If
we experience marital difficulties. we commit ourselves to

x 1 £f£f by r r marri
in i marital nselin
With full knowledge of what this commitment means,
hereby Qgglgrg ; at our mgr;;ggg will be bound by Maine 1aw
n may W T 1 h T r
for on n h n nd wif for the r of r

B, An affidavit consisting of the following:
(1) affidavit by the parties that they have

ggg;ygd premarital counseling from a priest, minister,
Muuum_&mty of Friends, any
n r T lor,

Th remari ing m incl i ion of
i n marri i ion of

the facgt that a covenant marriage is a commitment for
i i ion i j k rital
counselin in im f marital ifficulti an a

discussion of the exclusive grounds for legally
terminating a covenant marriage by divorce:

(2) A notarized attestation, signed by the counselor
and attached to or included in the parties' affidavit,
confirming that the parties were counseled as to the
nature g nd purpose of marriage and the grounds for
in rri know i h h
nselor rovi h rti h i rmational
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attached 0 -he affidavi The partie shall prepare e
recitation in duplicate originals. one of which the parties shall

. 1 tl her : witl | Ffidayit nd
attestation, the parties shall file as provided in section 671,

2 Filin lerk of municipali The laration of
intent in the erm and containing the contents required by

5uhﬁggL;Qg_i_mu§L~bg_p_§§ggLQQ_LQ_th_ng_~_Q£_th__uniggpé__iz
wh i e h 1 marri icen with whom h
QQQ@LE_E__miiilﬁgﬁ__QﬂlLLdMBﬁ3L__i~_i&lﬂﬂ;____g___é__ggﬂg_ﬁ._Ehgﬁﬁ
marriage was gglg nized outside this State, § copy of the
marri Wi h i £ h
i with r h ici i in which th
mici . The clerk shall make a notation of the
£ in marri n_the marriage
certificate and attach a £ h laration h
£

Wi i r ivin ration of inten rovided
subsection 3, the municipal c¢lerk shall forward to the State
_ﬂglﬁtrai, of Vital Statistics the declaration of intent of a

covenant marriage filed pursuant to this section.

3. Declaration of intent, A__declaration of intent to
designate a marriage as a covenant marriage must contain the
following.

A, A i i h rti llowi :
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A COVENANT MARRIAGE

We do_solemnly declare that marriage is a covenant
between a man and g woman who agree to live together as
h wif h m 1i W

undgrstgnd thg___mL_gL_pg;pgse__am_Le_amL_&ihLL‘s_i.gs_A
marriage. We have read the pamphlet entitled "Covenant

1if If w p:{ ien marital diffi i w mmi
l r 1 ff vV r
marri includi marital ling.
With full knowledge of what this commitment means., we
her 1 h r_marri will by Main
law on nt marri we I mi lov
n r r on r as h nd wi for th

marriage by divorce;

(2) A notarized attestation., signed by the counselor
and attached to or included in the parties' affidavit.,
MMMWMM

Marri whi h i f 1 £ the
ngg;ww

(3) __The signature of bhoth parties witnessed by a

n ry.

4., Contents of declaration of intent. The declaration of

ntain 2 r he reci ion h

affidavit, including the attestation within the affidavit or

h h £fi i T i hall r r he

recitation in duplicate originals, one of which the parties shall

in h r h wi ffi i n

attestation, the parties shall file as provided in section 671,
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Sec. 3. 19-A MRSA §901, sub-§1, as enacted by PL 1995, c. 694,
Pt. B, §2 and as affected by Pt. E, §2, is amended to read:

1. Filing of complaint; grounds. A person seeking a
divorce may file a complaint for divorce in the Superior Court or

the District Court if:

A. The plaintiff has resided in good faith in this State
for 6 months prior to the commencemernt of the action;

B, The plaintiff is a resident of this State and the
parties were married in this State;

C. The plaintiff is a resident of this State and the
parties resided in this State when the cause of divorce
accrued; or

D. The defendant is a resident of this State.

The complaint must state one or more grounds listed in section

902, subsection 1 or, in the case of a covenant marriage, grounds

Sec. 4. 19-A MRSA §902, sub-§1, as enacted by PL 1995, c. 694,
Pt. B, §2 and affected by Pt. E, §2, is amended to read:

1. Grounds. A Except in the case of a covenant marriage, a

divorce may be granted for one of the following causes:

A. Adultery:
B. Impotence;
C. Extreme cruelty;

D. Utter desertion continued for 3 consecutive years prior
to the commencement of the action;

E. Gross and confirmed habits of intoxication from the use
of liquor or drugs;

F. Nonsupport, when one spouse has sufficient ability to
provide for the other spouse and grossly, wantonly or
cruelly refuses or neglects to provide suitable maintenance
for the complaining spouse;

G. Cruel and abusive treatment;

H, Irreconcilable marital differences; or
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I. Mental illness requiring confinement in a mental
institution for at least 7 consecutive years prior to the
commencement of the action.

Sec. 5. 19-A MRSA §902-A is enacted to read:

2-A i j i
1 ling. h i m i in r
h rt m i ivor ] n
2, Grounds, After the parties have obtained counseling, a
spouse to a covemant marriage may obtain a judgment of divorce
only upon proof of any of the following:

A, The other spouse has committed adultery:

B. The other spouse has committed a felony or a crime
ishabl a r more impri n r h n

C. _The other spouse has abandoned the matrimonial domicile
for a period of one year and constantly refuses to return;

D.___The other spouse has physically or sexually abused the
. . hi n )

QK

E. The spouses have been living separate and apart
continuously without reconciliation for a period of 3 years,

Sec. 6. Effective date. This Act takes effect January 1, 2000.

SUMMARY

This bill is modeled on the Louisiana covenant marriage
law. It gives a man and a woman the option to enter into a
covenant marriage by filing an intention to create a covenant
marriage at the time they apply for a marriage license. Husbands
and wives who are already married can convert their marriage into
a covenant marriage by making the same filing.

Under covenant marriage, the parties must undergo counseling
prior to a divorce being granted. The grounds for a divorce
dissolving a covenant marriage are limited; ‘"irreconcilable
differences" is not recognized as a reason.
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