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119th MAINE LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION·1999 

Legislative Document No. 216 

H.P.154 House of Representatives, January 11, 1999 

An Act to Prohibit the Transportation of Open Containers that Contain 
Liquor. 

Reference to the Committee on Legal and Veterans Affairs suggested and ordered printed. 

Presented by Representative O'NEIL of Saco. 
Cosponsored by Representatives: BOUFFARD of Lewiston, BRENNAN of Portland, 
COLWELL of Gardiner, COWGER of Hallowell, GAGNON of Waterville, Senators: MILLS 
of Somerset, O'GARA of Cumberland. 
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2 e it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 

4 Sec. I. 17 MRSA §2003-B is enacted to read: 

6 §~003-B. Transporting an open container of liquor 
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1,,--P-.-efiJ1j.t:.,iQJ)Ji. A~~_~.!LjIL_..tll_is section, unle,,--,s,,-,s,,---~tb.e. 

~xt otherwise indicates, the following terms have the 
fol~~ meaning~ 

A. "Liquor" me...a_UL....an.d....j..ru;ludes any alcoholic, spirituous, 
vinous or fermented beyerage_ or oth~alcoholic beverage, or 
~~~bination of liquors and mixed li~~tended for human 
.consumption, which contains more than 1/2 of 1~ alcohol by 
volume • 

.a. "Open container" means not having a cap, stopper Qr 
other cover in place. 

C. "V~le" mea,ns every vehicle that is se_lf-propelled ang 
designed .....f.Qr carrying perliQ..DS or property or that is used 
for the trans~tation of persons. 

~-,,_-..CK..im~._....h._--l?..e..r.SQ.IL~_9J.lilty of -.t..t:ansporting an open 
26 ~ntainer if the person; 

28 A, Transpo~a,n open container of liquor in a vehicle on a 
public wa,y. 

30 
_~videnc~. The possession of an open container of liquor 

32 _i_~a-----..Y..~le is prima facie evidence of a vi~ion of.......thil 
section. 

34 

4. Violation. Violation Qf this section is a Class E crime. 
36 

38 SUMMARY 

40 This bill prohibits the transport of an open container of 
liquor by vehicle. 
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