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119th MAINE LEGISLATURE

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-1999

Legislative Document No. 143

HP. 112 House of Representatives, January 11, 1999

An Act to Reduce Prescription Drug Costs and Increase Coverage.

Reference to the Committee on Health and Human Services suggested and ordered printed.

éOSEPH W.MAYO, Cleck
Presented by Representative TWOMEY of Biddeford.

Cosponsored by Representatives: FULLER of Manchester, GAGNE of Buckfield, GERRY of
Auburn, JACOBS of Turner, McGLOCKLIN of Embden, NORBERT of Portland, QUINT of
Portland, SULLIVAN of Biddeford.
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 5 MRSA §12004-1, sub-§49-C is enacted to read:

49-C, Prescription Expenses 22 MRSA
Human Drug Program QOnly §263
Services Advisory

Committee

Sec. 2. 22 MRSA c. 101-A is enacted to read:

CHAPTER 101-A
PRESCRIPTION DRUG PURCHASING CONSORTIUM AND
PRESCRIPTION DRUG PROGRAM

8§261. Prescription drug purchasing consortium; prescription drug
ietri .

_L__&gmg__o__v_gs_g_ngg__gmg&__lhim&ﬂ_
ili nsorti h r ipti mak
them available to consumers, to the extent allowed by t;he funds
ri r h w i hr h
the program,
_L_aa__e__o__pressr_ps__og___imgs,_*_hs__dega_t_em_ml_
ntr wi in harm n h i 11
prescription drugs to consumers a; prices to be set by rule
n ropri nsuyx an
d rofit for th harmaci nd h ital he low
r n ri n

3. Consumers. The following residents of the State,
referred to in this chapter as "consumers," gualify to receive

rescription d4r rom th rtmen i r:

A, Residents whose incomes are at or below 400% of the
nonfarm income official poverty line, as defined by the
federal Office of Management and Budget and revised annually

1,__a_gg_d_@n§3___v_z.1_t__g.g_u __t;gd_ State mmnuﬁ Budget
R i n 1 n 67 n 2:

Page 1-LR1843(1)



10

12

14

16

18

20

22

24

26

28

30

32

34

36

38

40

42

44

46

48

50

52

B. Residen EMLMLMJML@MP_

A W % m £
pr heir in low 400%
he nonfarm incom ff1 ial ver 13 wh h X
are deducted from gross income.
_L_.Ehn___a_ggm_al_sgrugeah_i__d_ep_u_e_ns_s_a_&_e_ts_
in T n wi harm for h rovision £ h
£ win i f r r hi h r:
A. Drug use review:
B r :
n men n i ifi high risk
m ion~- lems: an
n m £ by mplian

i T rtmen hall undertak n _annual
evaluation of the progr h rtment’' rtici ion in
h n i hi m ontr nonprofit
WMMQMW_M
formular h artmen r ££i r ription
size, consumer satisfaction and consumer demand for prescription
diumw.ﬂn_v___wl_&uluatlon myust be

ri h Pr ri Dr Advisor mmi a
g%m,wmm;w_uw
n h h X,

7 makin e rtment shall adopt rules to
implemen i R n i x
major i r fi itl h r 15

h I-A
262 ipti 8 i F

Th r ription Dr Dedi Fund, referre in this
chapter as th “"fund," i tablish fun
Re i from pre iption m £ rer r n
this chapter must be dgpgi__t_e_d_. _. J;he iLLQL__._LL_c__RaL_Pa ng

i ital h it in th n m for

r iv from n r min rvi
ha; may be retained by the pharmacies and hospitals pgrsugn; to
iy T fund m 1 an
men from 3rd-par rs in ment for pr ion
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in ener fun i r £ Th
m 1 h n
2 iption Dr Iogr isor i
h mmissioner 11 in 1 rson he
Prescription Drug Pr Qgrgm Advisory Committee, referred to in this
chapter as the "committee," to oversee the operation of the
program, _The members of the committee must represent consumers,
harmaci h ital heal X ini h
MLMML_I@_QJLLLMLMQH and
- ir nuall h i 1l m arterl
QWMJWMQ
rmln m 1 1 Th mbher h
with ion rei m Th
department shall provide staff to the comm;t!;eg as ;gqulrggl_ for

the performance gf its duties. By February 1, 2000 and annually
L_QIQQ“LQ,L_JLSL,QQmmlttQQ §h31144IQ2Q_LMJEL~;_§‘ jeint §tand1nq

m h i havin iction over health
mwmwmmw
h £ rogr h in on rs

and to any department of State Government. The report must
include any recommendations for legislation or rulemaking,

SUMMARY

This Dbill establishes a prescription drug purchasing
consortium and the Prescription Drug Distribution Program to
enable the Department of Human Services to purchase drugs at
favorable prices and make them available to consumers with
incomes at or below 400% of the federal nonfarm income official
poverty line. The bill includes a dedicated fund into which are
placed the revenues from rebates and consumer purchases. The
program is overseen by an advisory committee that reports
annually to the 3Jjoint standing committees of the Legislature
having jurisdiction over health and human services matters and
appropriations and financial affairs.
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