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An Act to Require All Voting Places to be Accessible.
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 21-A MRSA §630, as amended by PL 1997, c. 436, §91,

is further amended to read:
§630. Accessible voting places for the physically handicapped

1. Definitions. As used in this section, unless the
context indicates otherwise, the following terms have the
following meanings:

A. "Accessible voting place” means a voting place in a
building in which the part of the building set aside for
voting meets the requirements for accessible routes of the
1981 standards of construction described in Title 25,
chapter 331.

v~ -'"Physicad--bandicap" - neans--an - impairment- which -eenfines
an-individual--to-a-wheelehairs-causes--an--individual--to-walk
with~diffiecultys-affects--the -sight-9r-hearing to--the-extent
that--an--individual -funetioning--in--publie-areas—-is-inseeure
or--expesed--to --danger)y - or---causes--faulLy--eoordination--or
reduees——--fobility,— —-—- £leribiliky,-----coordination ----and
pereeptiveness~-to --the--extent--that --special-facilities--are
needed-to-provide-for-the-safety-ef-that-individuai~

2. Voting places. Each municipality must previde--at--least
one - votdng -place -that--ie--in-a -building,-whieh ensgure that each
voting place is an accessible yoting place as defined in

subsection 1.

By--In-muniecipalities--in- whioh--one or -more-veting-places-are
inaeeessible- to--handicapped-voters--and--in-which--the-office
of-the--¢clerk-i6--in-a-building-that--ie -30cessible -as-defined
in-subseoction--1, -paragraph--A—-the -municipal--officers-shall
designate- the--office -of-the--clerk -as-an-alternative -voting
place-for- physically- handicopped- voters -who -reside -in-veting
distriets--that -de--nok-have -accessible--voting-places.---In
munieipalities--in--which-one —or-more--voting-places--and-the
office--of --the---alerk --are---inaceessible --to---physiecally
handieapped--voters--anéd--in--which - one--or-more--voting -places
are-aceessible-fo- these-voters,--the -munricipal-effieers-shall
designate---one---of - - these---ageessible --votiang--places,--as
eentrally--leocated --as-poessibler-—-as--the--alternative--veting
place-for-physically- handicapped voters -who -reside-in-veting
distriets--that--3o --not - have -aceoessible--voting--places+--A
physically--handicapped--voter--who--wishes--to--vote—-at--an
alternative--vekting--plaee--must--notify--the--glerk--of--the
munieipality--ak--least--48 --hours --before -the--date--of--any
eleation+—~-Thig--notice -may -be --waived --if--an--emergenay
erisksr--The-€lerk- shall- keep--a--+ist -of -the -persons-who-give
this-netiae~r
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Net-late¥--than 10--days -before-the-date- of-any -eleection,-the
elerk--chall--issue - a-publioc -notice-designating--the -loeatien
o £ - the--alternative--ageessible -veting- place---This -netice-is
not- requived--in -any-municipality--in -which-all-or-ne-veting
places-are-aceessible-to-these-persons~

When--a -physically -handicapped- voter--votes -at-the-office-of
the--glerk - or--at--an - alternative -veoking--place, - -that--veter
shall-vete- by -absentee -ballet-and-the- method -of -veting-must
be - the-same--as-in-section-784-A~—-If--the municipality -has-a
eentral--voting -plaee,--then -the-handicapped -veter- may--veke
there--using--a--regular - ballot - for--the--appiieable--veting
distriety--1£f-an-adternative voltting -place -is-designated,-the
elerk-shall--furnish -a-reasonable-aumber--of -absentee-balleks
and- return--envelopes -to - the- warden.—--When-the-elerk -or -the
warden--receives - sueh--a-ballet,--the - elevk--eor-warden--shalil
followy-as--far--as-appiicable,-the--same--procedure -preseribed
in--subehaptesr--IV--for--the--elerk--to--felleow--in--handling
absentee-ballets~

3+--Alternative--paper-ballotg~---At-all-veting- places-whieh
are-eguipped- with- voting machines - -paper -ballots must-be-provided
for-use- by -voters -whe-are--physically -urable - to--operate--a-voting
maghine~

SUMMARY

Current law, since 1985, has required each municipality to
provide at least one voting place that is accessible to persons
with physical handicaps or impairments. Voters utilizing such
accessible voting places may use absentee ballots or be treated
differently from other voters. This bill requires such access at
all voting places.
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