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An Act Regarding Commercial Beano Halls.

Reference to the Committee on Legal and Veterans Affairs suggested and ordered printed.
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 17 MRSA §311, sub-§§1-A and 7-A are enacted to read:

1-A. Commercial beano hall permit. "Commercial beano hall
mit" wri hori rom ief
Poli i rmi who ren or leases premises for
£i licen h n r r " no.,"
1-A Permi "Permi " mean indivi 1
rporati r i i r iation th r
r ildin r faciliti for £i licen (o}
hol n r ' no. "

Sec. 2. 17 MRSA §317, first §, as amended by PL 1997, c. 684,
§2, is further amended to read:

The Chief of the State Police has the power to adopt rules,
not inconsistent with 1law, whieh that are necessary for the
administration and enforcement of this chapter and for the
licensing, conduct and operation of the amusement commonly known
as "Beano'" or "Bingo~'" and for the permitting and operation of

mm ial n 1 The Chief of the State Police has the
power and authority to regulate, supervise and exercise general
control over the operation of such amusement and commercial beano
halls, including, but not limited to, the payment of prizes and
the use of equipment. Any rule adopted by the Chief of the State
Police concerning the value of prizes that may be awarded must
include a provision that no single prize may exceed $400 in value
and that no more than $1,400 in total prizes may be awarded on
any one occasion. In establishing such rules, which are routine
technical ryles pursuant to Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter
II-A, the Chief of the State Police mnmust, in addition to the
standards set forth in other provisions of this chapter, use thes
following standards setting forth conduct, conditions and
activity considered undesirable:

Sec. 3. 17 MRSA §317-A, as enacted by PL 1997, c. 684, §3, is

amended to read:
§317-A. Investigations; suspension and revocation

1. Chief of the State Police. The Chief of the State
Police may:

A. Investigate all aspects of this chapter including the

direct and indirect ownership or control of any licenses or

commercjal beano hall permits:
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B. Suspend or revoke a license, after notice of the
opportunity for a hearing, if the licensee or the licensee's
agent or employee violates a provision of this chapter or
Title 17-A, chapter 39; ard

c. Immediately suspend or revoke a license if there is
probable cause to believe that the licensee or the
licensee's agent or employee violated a provision of Title
17-A, chapter 39+

MMM_MMM

notice of the opportunity for hearing, if a permittee or
permittee's employee ggmm:.;s murder or a Class A B or C
crime or violates a p:gy;s ion of this chapter or Title 17-A,
h r 1 2 1 _or n
E. mmediatel n r r mmercial ano hall
rmi i her by 1 i h h
permittee or the permi
1 B or rim r viol rovision of Title 17-A

h r 1 2 37 or 3

2. Suspension or revocation after notice and opportunity
for hearing. The Chief of the State Police must notify the
licensee or permittee in writing, before a license or permit is
suspended or revoked and after notice of the opportunity for a
hearing, pursuant to subsection 1, paragraph B gor D, of the
intended commencement date of the suspension or revocation, which
may not be made any sooner than 96 hours after the licensee's or

rmi ! receipt of the notice, of the duration of the
suspension or revocation and of the right to a hearing pursuant
to this subsection. The licensee or permittee has the right to

request a hearing before the Commissioner of Public Safety or the
commissioner's designee. Upon the licensee's or permittee's
request for a hearing, the Commissioner of Public Safety shall
provide a hearing. The hearing must comply with the Maine
Administrative Procedure Act. The purpose of the hearing is to
determine whether a preponderance of the evidence establishes
that the licensee or the licensee's agent or employee violated a
provision of this chapter or Title 17-A, chapter 39 or the

mi h rmi ! mpl mmi murder or lass
A, B or im r viol rovision of thi ha r or Title
17-A, chapter 15, 29, 37 or 39. A request for a hearing may not
be made any later than 10 days after the licensee or permittee is
notified of the proposed suspension or revocation, The
suspension or revocation action must be stayed pending the
hearing; the hearing may not be held any later than 30 days after
the date the commissioner receives the request.
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3. Immediate suspension or revocation. A 1licensee whose
license or permittee whose permit is immediately suspended or
revoked by the Chief of the State Police pursuant to subsection
1, paragraph C or E must be notified in writing of the duration
of the suspension or revocation and the 1licensee's or _the
permittee's right to request a hearing before the Commissioner of
Public Safety or the commissioner's designee. Upon the
licensee's Qor permittee's request for a hearing, the Commissioner
of Public Safety shall provide a hearing. The hearing must
comply with the Maine Administrative Procedure Act. The purpose
of the hearing is to determine whether a preponderance of the
evidence establishes that the licensee or the licensee's agent or
employee violated a provision of Title 17-A, chapter 39 or the

mj h i ! m j murder or 1
A, B or C crime or violated a provision of Title 17-A, chapter
15, 29, 37 or _39. A request for a hearing may not be made any
later than 48 hours after the licensee or permittee is notified
of the suspension or revocation. A hearing may not be held any
later than 10 days after the date the commissioner receives the
request.

Sec. 4. 17 MRSA §322, as enacted by PL 1975, c. 307, §2, is
amended to read:

§322. Reports

The Chief of the State Police shall require from any
organization licensed to operate "Beano" or "Bingo" and any
individual, corporation, partnership Qr unincorporated

s iati i r i 11
whatever reports he-deems the chief determines necessary for the
purpose of the administration and enforcement of this chapter.

Sec. 5. 17 MRSA §323, as amended by PL 1997, c. 728, §7. is
further amended to read:

§323. Access to premises

Any An organization making application to the Chief of the
State Police to conduct or operate "Beano" or "Bingo," er-amy an
organization licensed under this chapter to operate "Beano" or
"Bingo." a commercial beano hall permit applicant or a commercial
beano hall permittee shall permit inspection of any equipment,
prizes, records or items and materials used or to be used in the
conduct or operation of "Beano" or "Bingo" by the Chief of the
State Police or the chief's authorized representative.

The licensee or permittee shall permit at any time an
inspector from the Department of Public Safety or the city or
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town fire inspectors of the municipality in which "Beano" is
being conducted to enter and inspect the ligcensed premises.

Sec. 6. 17 MRSA §325, as enacted by PL 1975, c. 307, §2, is
amended by enacted a new paragraph to read:

An individual, corporation, partnership or unincorporated
association that rents or leases g building or facilities to
hol c r r "Beano' "Bingo" withou rcial

beano hall permit issued DX__LIQ_G__Q_.LQLSL_Lhﬁ_S_tﬁ_t_e__O_LLQe__O_rJlLQ

i n h ion £ hi h r r n rul

adopted by the Chief of the State Police pursuant to this chapter
i il £ E crime.

Sec.7. 17 MRSA §328 is enacted to read:

2 rcial hall

2, Appliga;ign, An jindividual, corporation, partnership or
nincor iation sirin o _ren r 1 e for
profit fgr ;hg pgrpggg giyg ig subsection 1 Shé 1 gpply to ghg
Chief mmercial
T i ion rm rovi i f h

ot

State Police, must contain the full name and address of the
indivi 1 or enti kin rmi he 1 ion

h ildin r facili ren r_le An _applicant

W i indivi 1 11 1i indivi ! n n

r An ican i rporation rshi r

i rate a iation hall 1 i h nam an

by £ wners wi % _or gr r dinter in_ the

rporati r rshi x ni Ipor iation kin

A Th ican hall i 2 fi rprin r eari
the legible ro ;gg and flat ; pr gsg;gg g ;ng fingerprints

wner wner n wner
W wn r r r 'n r in

corporation, partnership or the unincorporated association,
and, of the manager, if the manager is not the owner _as
wﬂuﬁubsif_p,m_@_bum_g__m_mb_w

law men forwar Bur

of ldgnt;li QQQLQQ for the pu EQ§Q_Q__, ﬂw

national imin i r
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4. Use of criminal history record. The Chief of the State
Police may u e n £ by riminal hi r
informati for f nin 1i . h hief
p_mg_ﬁtgss___gl_gi_az__g_m_tg_s&e_o__ﬂe_i,m_u_io_a_

in i 1 i rshi T ni rpor
MW&MMW
1 A, B or ri r violati f thi h r
or Title 17-A, chapter 15, 29, 37 or 39 or a Js;.m;_l_aLl_a_vz__l_r;
angghgr state or Jjurisdiction, unless that conduct is not

nishabl rim nder h law h r r
rigsdiction in which i ccur .

5. Duration of mm_LﬂL&gM_LLLQL

Polij m i r no hal rmit for 1 r
r r £
6. Membership in licensee organization., The permittee or

Mwiwwmr of a licensee

1. Rent or Jlease amount. The permittee shall charge a

licensee fair market value and may not charge based on the
r £ fit which licen mak r the ren r

1 £ mmercial hall

SUMMARY

This bill amends laws applicable to beano as follows.

1. It creates a commercial beano hall permit, which must be
acquired Dby an individual, corporation, partnership or
unincorporated association seeking to rent or lease a building or
facilities for profit to an organization 1licensed to conduct
beano.

2. The applicant seeking a commercial beano hall permit
shall submit information and fingerprint cards to the Chief of
the State Police for owners and the manager so a background
investigation may be conducted prior to issuance of the permit.
The chief may deny a permit to an owner if the owner or manager
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has been convicted of murder or a Class A, B or C crime or a
violation of the chapters in the Maine Criminal Code that cover
theft, forgery, fraud or unlawful gambling.

3. A commercial beano hall permittee and the permittee’'s
employees are prohibited from being members of the licensee
organizations that rent the hall.

4, A commercial beano hall permit is valid for one year for
a fee of $500.

5. The Chief of the State Police may adopt rules necessary
for the regulation of the operation of commercial beano halls.
These are routine technical rules. The chief may suspend or
revoke a commercial beano hall permit after appropriate notice
and the opportunity for a hearing.

6. Operating a commercial beano hall without a permit or in

violation of the rules adopted regarding operation of the hall or
beano is a Class E crime.
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