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118th MAINE LEGISLATURE 

SECOND REGULAR SESSION-1998 

Legislative Document No. 2288 

H.P.1661 House of Representatives, March 24, 1998 

An Act Regarding Telecommunications Regulation. 

Reported by Representative JONES for the Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and 
Energy pursuant to Public Law 1997, chapter 276, section 6. 

Printed on recycled paper 



Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. 1. 3S-A MRSA §7104, as enacted by PL 1991, c. 654, §4 
4 and affected by §5, is repealed and the following enacted in its 

place: 
6 

§11Q4. Affordable telephone service 
8 

1. 4m!:=.i~~QIML_IHmp9J':t. The commission shq:n req)JJr~ 

10 ~l.ephone utilities to participate in statewide outreach. progr~ 
~~igned to increase the numQer of low-income t~~hoQ~custome~A 

12 on the network through increased patticipation in any uniJlJ'U:llil.l 
service~gram approved by the commission. 

14 
.~_. __ ~:mu:~l __ ~.Y~il~ilj.J;:y ... __ Th£L-...QQmm..iJ;:u,j.Jm .. _J;;hi!ll......~e~Q 

16 ensure that similar tel .. ecommun~tJon services are availaQle to 
~p~rs throu.IDLOU~_aJJ areas of the State at r~QD~ 

18 comparable rates. 

20 3. Authol(ili-,,--- The commissio~hall agopt rules t.o 
implement this~on and maL require proyigers of intrastate 

22 .t..e.lecommunications services to contriOJJ.te to a ~te universal 
~ervice fUng to Jrnpport programs cons.iJ!Jtent wi..th the q.Q.Ql..~ of 

24 gp~~~~le prQv~S~Qns of this Title and the federal 
l'.alecQmmunicatiQ~L of 1996, Public Law 104-104, J..lQ Stat. 

26 56. Prior to requ2r2ng that providers of intrastate 
~ecommunicatiQn~service~Qntribute to a state--'yniversal 

28 .se:(yJ.ce fund, the cpmmisAion shall assess the ~leC.9l1Wlunic.a.tionA 

neegs of the State's consumers and establish the level of support 
30 x..eQJJ..i..r..ruL to meet~ose n..e.e...ds.... If the CQmmiss...i .. ~stablishes a 

~te universal service fund pursuant to this sectio~the 

32 ~Q1ma~~~n shall contract with an appropriate indflPeI).dent __ ~iscal 
,gqent that i;;! not liL.....state ent..ity to serve as administrator of the 

34 ~~gt~I).~~rsal service fund. Funds contriQu~ to a state 
universal service fund are not state fUQ~ Rules and any state 

36 universal service fund reguirements estaQlished by the commission 
pursuant to this section.mustt 

38 

40 

42 

44 

46 

48 

50 

52 

54 

A_-------Jl~_r:_eQAQn..g1;.llx-geJiigu.~-d.. .. _to maximi~federal _as.§;,istance 
~able to the State for universal service QUrposes; 

fl. Me~L __ the State' s QbJi_qQ.J;;ions ___ J,mge...L.-.....tJJ.~_feder,gl 
.'J:.e..lecommunications Act of 1996, Public Law 104 - 104, 110 
Stat. 56: 

.c. I!~CJ~..llsj,...sj;.enL.........wj,th __ t.h_e __ 9..Q.als of the tede:t:~l 
~..c..Q..mmunications Act of 1996, Public Law 104 - 104, 110 
Stat. 56,-

.12._, _~nSJ.lJ:.lL .. t.hqLany_rec;nd._:r~!JI.Ji).nt:i.. regg,rging CQIltrjJ;~JJti,.Qns _to 
~~te universal ;;!ervice fung be nongiscriminatory and 
competitively neutral; 

E. Require explicit iQentifig,a...t.i.o.P on custom~bil1...:;; .. _Q1. 
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contribut.i.Qns to any state universal service fund 
2 established pursuant to this section; and 

4 f_. __ AllflJ'!' ._J:;.QJ!S :iQ~X a.tiQn. __ i._n __ Q.'pp.rQ12.r.ig.t? __ r.:gt~-:ITl.;ild!1.g 
J2roceecl,in-9~ of contri.!2.utions to any state universal service 

6 fun~ablished_pursuant to this section. 

B Ru:LelL.Jl.Q.Q12tecl, unde.L...thl~&JJ~~.ction are routine technical rules 
as~efinecl, in T,itle 5, chapter 375, ~cha..pter II-A. 

10 
~:S_t.~da.rJ"G_.imd __ xePQ.tl.i.P..q. __ J:.t.~..c..Qmm.i SJLiQ!1_,--!:ill...!1J.!.;i,llli 

12 .spall assess thJL~netration~e of basic telecommunici;Lt.ig.n.~ 

services. If this penetration rat~r falls more than 2% belo~ 
14 ..the national avera..g.!;L-PEmetration. rate, the commission _.§.bli.], 

C_Qmmeru;e __ Qn . ___ ~iny~u~_tigatj,-Qn ___ and tak~_t~..p.s __ ~. enn.av...c.S1. 
16 ~ecommuni~t.iQn~x~et penet£gt~~ The comm~on, annual~~_ 

.shall assess the success of any acti.Qlll!. taken by tlllL . .J::.offi!.Tlissi..9J1 
18 to achieve tlliL.J;!urposes of thll._ section, In l;,hf;!. annual r~t 

.sMmitted by the commission pursuant to ~rnon-.U..Q... __ .:t.h.e. 
20 ~-.9!11mission s.hall inc.lJ.!~~escriptioL....QJ; any actions_.t.illn 

l:1!!Lsuant to this section and assesl.illJ.fl.D..k.L.made l:1ursyant to this 
22 s ub.Ae c t iJ21L.. 

24 
FISCAL NOTE 

26 
The Public Utilities Commission will incur some minor 

28 additional costs to adopt certain rules pertaining to intrastate 
telecommunications service. These costs can be absorbed within 

30 the commission's existing budgeted resources. 

32 
SUMMARY 

34 
This bill, which is reported by the Joint Standing Committee 

36 on Utilities and Energy pursuant to its authority under Public 
Law 1997, chapter 276, section 6, amends the laws relating to 

38 affordable telephone service. This bill requires the Public 
Utili ties Commission to establish rules to achieve state 

40 universal service goals and permits the commission to establish a 
universal service program in which intrastate providers of 

42 telecommunications services would be required to contribute to a 
state universal service fund. These rules and any universal 

44 service requirements established by the commission must be 
consistent with the federal Telecommunications Act of 1996. 
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