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118th MAINE LEGISLATURE 

SECOND REGULAR SESSION·1998 

Legislative Document No. 2287 

H.P.1658 House of Representatives, March 24, 1998 

An Act to Implement the Recommendations of a Minority of the Joint 
Standing Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry 
Regarding Enhancing Forest Resource Assessment. 

Reported by Report "C" from the Joint Standing Committee on Agriculture, Conservation 
and Forestry pursuant to Joint Order H.P. 1646. 
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. 1. 12 MRSA §8869, sub-§3, as enac ted by PL 1989, c. 555, 
4 §10, is amended to read: 

6 3. Forest management plans for clear-cuts over 35 acres. 
For e~ea~-a~~£--91--§9 a clear-cut of 35 acres or more, the 

8 landowner, or agent of the landowner, shall develop, prior to 
harvest, a forest management plan for that clear-cut signed by a 

10 professional forester that. conforms to the standards set forth in 
subsections 1 and 2. Th~'plap.--.must state the purpose of the 

12 clear-cut. This plan must be kept on file by the landowner or 
agent of the landowner and be available for inspection by the 

14 bureau until adequate regeneration in accordance with the 
standards set forth in subsection 1 is established. 

16 
Sec. 2. 12 MRSA §8876, as enacted by PL 1989, c. 875, Pt. J, 

18 §10, is amended to read: 

20 §S876. Forest Resource Assessment Program 

22 There is established in the Bureau of Forestry a Forest 
Resource Assessment Program. ';r;Re-i?'\H'~--G-~--th-i£--p-r-o.g-r-am--aEe 

24 t.€H IlltL;purpose of the FOrest Re£Qurce Assessment· Program is t.Q. 
systematically and continuall~ __ 9~s the ability of the State's 

26 i.Qre§ts to provide sustainable fprest reSources and socioeconomic 
benefits for the people of this State. The Director of the 

28 Bureau of FQ.r.!:L~y, referr-.e.d to in this subc.haru&tr as "the 
.director <" shall implement thk-.P£Qgram to: 

30 
1. Current status. Assess the current status of forest 

32 resources, including, but not limited to, timber, forest land 
base, fiber, recreation, water, wildlife and soil; 

34 
2. Future demand. Project future demand for taese LQJ:~st 

36 resources based on a common economic forecast developed by the 
State Planning Office and on other appropriat~onoIDic 

38 ~ctions; 

40 3. Trends. Identify trends in resource utilization and 
forecast supply available to meet the projected demands; 

42 
4. Potential shortfalls. Identify potential shortfalls in 

44 forest resources and the management and policy actions necessary 
in the public and private sector to avoid shortfalls; and 

46 
5. Recommendations. Recommend to the Governor and the 

48 Legislature the administrative and legislative policies or 
actions needed to refine or redirect state agency programs and 

50 stimulate or remove obstacles to private sector action in a 
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manner that contributes to an adequate supply of natural 
2 resources. 

4 The gi~eeBe~--e~--Bhe--g~~ea~--e~--~e~es~~y gireGtQX shall 
establish and consult with technical working groups composed of 

6 members of the existing staff of the Department of Conservation 
and other persons knowledgeable in the areas referenced in 

8 subsection 1 and related fields to carry out the purposes of this 
chapter. The working groups must have expertise in forest 

10 management, forest utilization, recreation management, land use 
regulation, wildlife and fisheries management, watershed 

12 management and other areas as determined appropriate by the 
director. 

14 
The director shall coordinate the efforts of this program 

16 fully with ongoing bureau and federal forestry program planning 
efforts and with th~~fQrts Qf-th~ne Economic Grgwth Council 

18 J;.J2..-develop a IOlliL-term plan for the State's economy---'p"y-'rsuant to 
~itle 10, s~tion 929-B. 

20 
Sec.3. 12 MRSA §8877.A is enacted to read: 

22 
~11-A. Determination Of~ply and demand for timber r~source~ 

24 

'.l'.lliL director shall u§e a variety of methods, including those 
26 ~e~ified in ~~ section, to asses§ the ~tu§_ ot timber 

resources, project future demand for_ these resources and forecast 
28 th!LPuppl~vailable to meet the.---l2LojeCllJ.1 deman~ 

30 ~~~~~t inventory. The director, in cooperakion with the 
United States 1.gre§t Service, shall conduct a forest inventory 

32 and analysis program. The inventory mu§t be baseg on plot data 
col.leclid annually in a manner that prov~s for the entire State 

34 .to be inventQrieg on a cycle of not more than 5 years. Plot data 
ffilJ.§.L_bsl. collected ang compiled to provig8 for analysis by 

36 ownership class and geographic region. The director shall 
provjd~for collection 9..f_~pplemental plot data when needed to 

38 as~ the inmact of catastrophic events on the State' § forest.§. 
or significant _changes in harvesting leyels or methods. 

40 Inventory data may not be presented in a manner that identifies a 
landowner. 

42 

2. R~IOO.t~~p,~~!lata. The director shall review data 
44 collected using remote sensing technology to determine the area 

of forest types and gross changes in forest types. 
46 

3. Ti.mber suplUY mo@ling. The director shall coordinate 
48 ~fforts to project future timber supply using forest mogels ba~ 

on growth, harvest and other dynamic factors affecting the 
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forest. The models must allow for s.~ewide projections and 
2 projections for geographic regions and landowner classes '. 

4 

6 

8 

10 

Sec. 4. 12 MRSA §8878, as enacted by PL 1989, c. 875, Pt. J, 
§10, is repealed. 

Sec. 5. 12 MRS A §§8878 u A and 8879 are enacted to read: 

The dir!t~tor shal~]:~_~£~.....Q!1JL.l?J.lblish an ~.1).nuQ.LLru>.QXL.tJ1Q.t. 
12 summarizes clearcutting stQ.tewide by geographic region anq~ 

ownership class. For the purposes of this section, 
14 "clearcutting" means harvesting that ~ults in Q.n are~ting 

~e definition of Q. clear-cut in section 8868, subsection 1. 
16 

1. Informatio~or~ndowners owning 100,000 acres or more 
18 of for~ land state~~ the summary mu~ include aggregate data 

and freguency distributions and must present the following 
20 informQ.tion: 

22 

24 

26 

28 

30 

32 

34 

A. Total area cl~r-cut; 

B. Area clear-cut a~~tage of a l.andQw~..s. 

statewide land ownership; 

C. Sta~d purposes for cl~arcutting; 

lh... __ The number Qf clear-cuts over 75 acres in size; 

E. Total acres planted; and 

~ Total acres pre~mmercially thinned. 

_2. SOl.lrces of information. The summa.r--Y-JJl..J!.s....L....Q!L.lL~ on 
36 landowner harvest reports reguired under seGtion 8885. The 

director may reguest addi..t.~l information and pJ;'oyi.dJL..field 
38 verification as resources allow. 

40~. Biennial ~t OD. the state of the State's forests 

42 The director shall p~blish a biennial report on the state of 
.th~._ .. J>ta~forests. The dir.ector must submi t a copy 9L the 

44 report to the joint standing~mmittee of the Legislature having 
jurisdiction over forestry matters by January 1st of odd-numbered 

46 years beginning January ~1999. 

48 1. Co1tl:..m:tt. The re.QQLLJ!!JJ~describe the condi tion~ the 
~.t;ate I s forests based on historical information and information 

50 collected and analyzed by the bureau for the biennium. The 

Page 3-LR3523(1) 



report must summarize imPQ£ti~nd exporting of forest products 
2 for foreign and interstate activities. The director shall obtain 

public input during the preparation of the report through public 
4 hearings an~ther appropriate methods. 

6 2. Reco~~~~. The report may include recommendations 
for state and private actl~6 designed to address the needs 

8 identified in the assessment. 

10 A. State action recommendations must be defined in terms of 
necessary policies, programs, staff and 0!.dgetary 

12 requirements to achieve specific goals. 

14 B. Recommendations for actions on privately. held forest 
~ands may be develpped separately for large, industrial 

16 .Qwne..L6hi-PL and s(!lQll, nonindustrial ownershi.w. These 
recommendations must be defined in terms of actions neeO.-e...\l 

18 to achieve specific goals. 

20 Sec. 6. 12 MRSA §8885, sub~§l, as enacted by PL 1989, c. 555, 
§12 and affected by c. 600, Pt. B, §ll, is amended to read: 

22 
1. Harvest report. Any Except as-----1U"ovided in subsection 

24 1~_~ owner of forest land who sells forest products or 
harvests forest products for that owner's commercial use shall 

26 submit a report to the director stating the species, volume and 
stumpage price per unit of measure for each transaction, the 

28 municipality or township where the stumpage was located, the 
estimated acreage of the harvest, the harvest method employed and 

30 the extent of whole-tree harvesting of both solid and chipped 
wood. For lump-sum sales, the purchaser shall be responsible for 

32 submitting the report. 

34 Sec.7. 12 MRSA §8885, sub·§l~A is enacted to read: 

36 l-A-,,-__ ~).ter_J;!at..~.rll:e!;!t._.LePQ%t. __ l'~irector may develoJ? 
altern..ate forms for or methods of collecting harvest information 

38 frQ.!R......l..Q.ndowne:t;'~h.Q do noL harvest .timber on a regular basis. 
The director shall defi~ landowners subiect to the provisions of 

40 thi~~section __ anQ.---l2.LOvide ~rt forms pursuant to secJ:.ion 
8883, su~ion~ 

42 
Sec. 8. 12 MRSA §8885, subQ§2~A is enacted to read: 

44 
~. __ =A_._Re-por.L..Q.~L.c.l~r-c.l,lJ:~-,,- Whe~timber harvesting.--l?rod1.!cefi 

46 a clear-cut Q& defined in section 8868L-the landowner shall. 
report to the director the acreage of the clear-cut and the 

48 purpos~L the cl~Q.£-cut. 
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Sec. 9. 12 MRSA §8885, sub-§3, as enacted by PL 1989, c. 555, 
2 §12 and affected by c. 600, Pt. B. §ll. is amended to read: 

4 3. Reports. Reports required under 6b1.eseeti81'1. .Q_uQJilLcti.Qns 
1 saall--ee g,n~~re due Jal'l.bl.aFy---1-&t:---iHHil--J.bl.-l-y--l-&t-.----HepeFts 

6 FeGfbl.:i!;:ee.--unGe-F---£-Ub.&e-D-t-:1.-ffi1--J----sha-l-l---f>e--abl.e during the month of 
January. If the period of cutting under sbl.Bseetiel'l.s subsection 1 

8 or 2 extends beyond December 31st of any calendar year, a report 
shall be submitted during the month of January for the preceding 

10 year. ~rson filing a harvest noti(icatiQR fOI1!L-l?~uanL.t.Q_ 

J;ll'tction 8883 must complete and return to the bureau a harvest 
12 ~~b~r or not the landowner has harvested that year. 

14 Sec. 10.12 MRSA §8886, sub-§2, as enacted by PL 1989, c. 555, 
§12 and affected by c. 600, Pt. B, §ll, is amended to read: 

16 
2. Annual price reports. The bureau shall publish, 

18 ssmiaI'l.Iula;!,;!,y .anw-.all-y. a report on prices as specified below. 
These reports saa;!,;!, ~ be reported by zones as determined by 

20 the director and saa;!,;!, m!!£t include a statewide average of all 
zones. 

22 

24 

26 

28 

30 

A. The reports eaa;!,;! ID..M.sj;, include stumpage prices paid for 
forest tree species of the State as reported pursuant to 
section 8885. Prices for other forest products may be 
collected using acceptable survey techniques. 

B. The reports BRa;!,:!, ffilJJLt include 
paid by primary processors, wood 
brokers of the State. 

mill delivered prices 
wholesalers and wood 

32 FISCAL NOTE 

34 The Department of Conservation will incur some minor 
additional costs to publish certain reports. These costs can be 

36 absorbed within the department's existing budgeted resources. 

38 The additional workload and administrative costs associated 
with the minimal number of new cases filed in the court system 

40 can be absorbed within the budgeted resources of the Judicial 
Department. The collection of additional fines may increase 

42 General Fund revenue by minor amounts. 

44 
SUMMARY 

46 
This bill is the minority report of the Joint Standing 

48 Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry. It does the 
following. 

50 
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1. It provides for annual collection of inventory data and 
2 for an inventory cycle of not more than 5 years. It provides for 

the use of remote sensing technology and modeling to assess 
4 timber supply. 

6 

8 

2. It 

prepare and 
activities. 

requires 
publish 

the Director of the Bureau of Forestry to 
an annual report summarizing clearcutting 

10 3. It requires a biennial report on the state of the 
State's Forests. 

12 
4. It allows alternate forms for reporting harvesting 

14 information. 

16 5. It requires a landowner to state the purpose of a 
clear-cut on the landowner harvest report. 

18 
6. It requires a person filing a notification of intent to 

20 harvest to complete and submit the harvest report whether or not 
timber was harvested during the year. 

22 
7. It changes from semiannually to annually the required 

24 report on stumpage prices published by the Bureau of Forestry. 
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