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118th MAINE LEGISLATURE

SECOND REGULAR SESSION-1998

Legislative Document No. 2271

H.P. 1637 House of Representatives, March 10, 1998

An Act to Include Locally Funded Debt Service in the Formula for
Purposes of the Circuit Breaker Program.

(AFTER DEADLINE)

Approved for introduction by a majority of the Legislative Council pursuant to Joint Rule
205.

Reference to the Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs suggested and ordered
printed. '

éOSEPH W.MAYO, Clerk

Presented by Representative CHARTRAND of Rockland.
Cosponsored by Senator PINGREE of Knox and
Representatives: BRENNAN of Portland, SAVAGE of Union, SKOGLUND of St. George.
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 20-A MRSA §15611, sub-§1, §JA, as amended by PL 1993,

c. 410, pt. F, §18, is further amended to read:

A. The local share of allocation for debt service is the
product of the debt service allocation multiplied by the
percentage local share determined in section 15609 or 1.0
mills plus the product of the debt service millage limit
established in section 15607 times the fiscal capacity of
the municipalities in the school administrative units,
whichever is less; however, when a schogl construction
j r ndi h 1
service actually being paid by the school administrative
w&wwmwm;

rs m rmine whij lculation is 1
Wh rminin her hool inistrati nit h
_ﬁL_ths__Q_gbt §ng1cg_111angL,Lg_u_L§_wg
includes its existing debt service for all school
construction projects, as dgfmgg_w.;_____gggg_l_gg_g__ﬂp_L

wh X for fundin rn

(1) The debt service millage 1limit is the mills
derived by dividing 45% of the debt service costs as
defined in section 15603, subsection 8 by the fiscal
capacity of all municipalities.

(2) The local share percentage of debt service costs
is the proportion that the 1local share of the
allocation for debt service cost is to the maximum debt
service cost allocation.

h it' deb rvi for hose school
construction projects that have not been approved for
state funding may only bhe considered for 50% of the
cost of those projects.

Sec. 2. 20-A MRSA §15905, sub-§3-A is enacted to read:

3-A. Minimpm local contributiom. Notwithstanding any other

provision of law, a school unit that meets the debt service

millage limit established by section 15607 and that receives
state funding for a school construction project shall contribute

im £ 1 mill im i ‘ i f h

municipalities in the school adminigtrative unit to the cost of
th .
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SUMMARY

This bill amends the current method used to determine the
local share of debt service for school construction projects by
requiring the State to include in its calculation of whether a
school unit has met the circuit breaker, which is the actual debt
service for all school construction projects being paid by that
unit whether approved for state funding or not. The bill further
requires that once a municipality reaches the circuit breaker, it
must contribute an additional 1.0 mills in order to remain
eligible for the school construction funding. '
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