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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

405,

183,

PART A
Sec. A-1. 22 MRSA §4005, sub-§1, B, as amended by PL 1995, c.

§19, is further amended to read:

B. The guardian ad litem shall act in pursuit of the best
interests of the child. The guardian ad litem must be given
access to all reports and records relevant to the case and
investigate to ascertain the facts. The investigation must
include, when possible and appropriate, the following:

(1) Review of relevant mental health records and
materials:;

(2) Review of relevant medical records;

(3) Review of vrelevant school records and other
pertinent materials;

(4) Interviews with the child with or without other
persons present; and

(5) Interviews with parents, foster parents, teachers,
caseworkers and other persons who have been involved in
caring for or treating the child.

The guardian ad litem shall have face-to-face contact with
the child in the child's home or foster home within 7 days
of appointment by the court and at least once every 3 months
thereafter or on a schedule established by the court for
reasons specific to the ¢hild and family. The guardian ad
litem shall report to the court and all parties in writing
at 6-month intervals, or as 1is otherwise ordered by the
court, regarding the guardian ad litem's activities on the
behalf of the c¢hild and recommendations concerning the
manner in which the court should proceed in the best
interest of the child. The court may provide an opportunity
for the child to address the court personally if the child
requests to do so or if the guardian ad litem believes it is
in the child's best interest.

Sec. A-2. 22 MRSA §4005, sub-§1, D, as enacted by PL 1983, c.

is amended to read:

D. The guardian ad litem shall make a written report of his
the investigation, findings and recommendations, and shall
provide a copy of his the report to each of the parties
reasonably in advance of the hearing, and to the court en
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consent-of-all-parties, except that he the guardian ad litem
need not provide a written report prior to a hearing on a
preliminary protection order.

Sec. A-3. 22 MRSA §4006, as amended by PL 1983, c. 772, §3,

is repealed and the following enacted in its place:

§4006. Appeals

A party aggrieved by an order of a court entered pursuant to
section 4035, 4054 or 4071 may appeal directly to the Supreme
Judicial Court sitting as the Law Court and such appeals are
governed by the Maine Rules of Civil Procedure, chapter 9.

Appeals from any order under section 4035, 4054 or 4071 must
be expedited. Any attorney appointed to represent a party in a
District Court proceeding under this chapter shall continue to
represent that client in any appeal unless otherwise ordered by
the court. '

Orders entered under this chapter under gections other than
section 4035, 4054 or 4071 are interlocutory  and are not
appealable,

Sec. A-4. 22 MRSA §4034, sub-§4, as amended by PL 1983, c.

§4, is further amended to read:

4, Summary preliminary hearing. If the custodial parent
appears and does not consent, or if a noncustodial parent
requests a hearing, then the court shall hold a summary
preliminary hearing on that order within 10 days of its issuance
or requestr-uniess-alid-perties -agree -to-a-laker-dakte. If a parent
or custodian is not served with the petition before the summary
preliminary hearing, the parent or custodian may request a
subsequent preliminary hearing within 10 days after receipt of
the petition, The petitioner shaill--bear hears the burden of
proof. At a summary preliminary hearing, the court may limit
testimony to the testimony of the caseworker, parent, custodian.
guardian ad litem, foster parent, preadoptive parent or relative
providing care and m admit eviden including r rts__and
records., _that would otherwise be inadmissable as hearsay
evidence., If, after the hearingr the court findsy by a
preponderance of the evidence, that returning the child to his.
the child's custodian would place him the child in immediate risk
of serious harm, it shall continue the order or make another
disposition under section 4036. If the court'§ preliminary
order incl findin £ _an ravating £ the court ma
order the department not to commence reunifi gg; on or to cease
reunification, in which case a permanency planning hearing must

mmen within f entry of th reliminary order.
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Sec. A-5. 22 MRSA §4034, sub-§5, as enacted by PL 1979, c.
733, §18, is amended to read:

5. Contents of order. The order shail must include a notice
to the parents and custodians of their right to counsel, as
required under section 4032, subsection 2, paragraph Gr and, if
the order was made without consent, notice of the date and time
of the summary preliminary hearing. The order must include a
notice to the parent or custodian that if a parent or custodian
is not served with the petition before the summary preliminary
hearing, the parent or custodian is entitled to request a
subsequent preliminary hearing within 10 days after receipt of
the petition.

Sec. A-6. 22 MRSA §4035, as amended by PL 1997, c. 475, §1,
is further amended by repealing and replacing the headnote to
read: '

§4035. BHearing on jeopardy order petitiom

Sec. A-7. 22 MRSA §4035, sub-§1, as enacted by PL 1979, c.
733, §18, is amended to read:

1. Hearing required. The court shall hold a hearing prior
to making a £inal-preteetien jeopardy order.

Sec. A-8. 22 MRSA §4035, sub-§4, as amended by PL 1997, c.
475, §1, is repealed.

Sec. A-9. 22 MRSA §4035, sub-§4-A is enacted to read:

4-A, Jeopardy order. The court shall issue a Jjeopardy
order within 120 days of the filing of the c¢hild protection
petition,

This time period does not apply if good cause is shown.

Sec. A-10. 22 MRSA §4036, sub-§1, §G-1, as amended by PL 1995,
c. 405, §21, is repealed.

Sec. A-11. 22 MRSA §4036, sub-§1, §G-2 is enacted to read:

G-2. If the court's jeopardy order includes a finding of an

aggr in £ T he urt ma rd he department t
cease reunification, in which case a permanency planning
hearing must commence within 30 days of the order to cease
reunification.,

Sec. A-12. 22 MRSA §4055, sub-§3, as amended by PL 1993, c.
198, §2, is further amended to read:
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3. Wishes of child. ZThe-couri-may-not--order-termination-i£
the--ehild--i6--at--least--14--years--oid---and--objects ~-te--the
terminaktien. The court shall consider, but is not bound by, the
wishes of a child 12 years of age or older in making an order
under this section.

PART B
Sec. B-1. 22 MRSA §4002, sub-§1-B is enacted to read:

1-B. Aggravating factor. '"Aggravating factor' means any of
the following circum n with regar he parent.

A, he paren g; hgs __sub'nma tl&ﬂwwgﬂm
gi;ﬁumﬁhanges ‘

incest. agaravated assault, kidnapping, promotion of
progtitution, abandonment., torture, chronic abuse or any
other treatment that is heinous or abhorrent to society.

B. he parent has been anylgth of any of the following
crimes and the victim of the crime was a c¢hild for whom the
parent was responsible or the victim was a c¢hild who was a
member of a househ lived in or fr d by the parent:
(1) Murder:
(2) Felony murder;

3 M 1 hter:

(4) Aiding, conspiring or soliciting murder or
manslaughter:

5 Felon 1 h results in rious odil
injury: or

(6) Any comparable crime in another jurisdiction.

C. The parental rights of the parent to a gibling have been
terminated involuntarily.

D. Th a h ned th hil

Sec. B-2. 22 MIRSA §4002, sub-§5-A is enacted to read:

5-A. Foster paremt. 'Foster parent" means a person whose

m i i rtm fami r hom
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defined in section 8101, subsection 3 and with whom the child
lives pursuant to a court order or agreement with the department.

Sec. B-3. 22 MRSA §4002, sub-§§9-A, 9-B and 9-C are enacted to

read:
9-A. Preadoptive parent. "Preadoptive _parent" means _a
person who has entered into a preadoption agreement with the
rtm with r h hil

9-B. Relative providing care,. "Relative providing care"
means the biological or adoptive parent of the child's biological
or adoptive parent, or the biological or adoptive sister,
brqt;_e_i_.mz_w_q_g or cousin of the c¢hild with whom the child

ives and who has taken responsibility for the child.

9-C. Removal of th hild £from b . "Removal of the child
from home" means that the department or a court has taken a child
out of the home of the parent or custodian without the permigsion
of the parent or custodian.

Sec. B-4. 22 MRSA §4003, first §, as enacted by PL 1979, c. 733,

§18, is amended to read:

Recognizing that the health and safety of children must be
of paramount concern and that the right to family integrity is
limited by the right of children to be protected from abuse and
neglect and recognizing also that uncertainty and instability are
possible in extended foster home or imstitutional living, it is
the intent of the Legislature that this chapter:

Sec. B-5. 22 MRSA §4005-C is enacted to read:

§4905_g, Rights of persons who are not parties

The foster parent of a child, if any. and any preadoptive

parent or relative providing care for th g child must be provided
notice of and an opportunity to be heard in any review or hearing
to be held with respect to the child. The right to be heard
includes the right to testify but does not include the right to
present other witnesses or evidence, to attend any other portion
£ h review or hearin r to h s (o) leadings
records. This section may not be construed to require that any
foster parent, preadoptive parent or relative providing care for
the ¢hild be made a party to the review or hearing solely on the
i f noti n rtuni rd

Sec. B-6. 22 MRSA §4032, sub-§2, Y9G and H, as enacted by PL
1979, c. 733, §18, are amended to read:
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G. A statement that the parents and custodians are entitled
to legal counsel in the proceedings and that, if they want
an attorney but are wunable to afford one, they should
contact the court as soon as possible. to request appointed
counsel; and

H. A statement that petition proceedings could lead to the
termination of parental rights, under section 4051 et seq.:

Sec. B-7. 22 MRSA §4032, sub-§2, I and J are enacted to reaa:

I. The names and addresses of all foster parents,

r i ren nd relati rovidi re; an

.“____JﬂEHELjLlLJ;JﬁLJl“__igiiﬁ__Péaﬁ_LiL_R_ﬁéQQEL_MQ_RQLEELﬁ

lati idin r r n noti £ an
n r i heard in any r r_h hel
with r hil Th n i h

"The righ e hear incl nl he righ
testify and does not include the right to present other
witn r eviden n n her rtion of
he review or hearin r h 1 in r
recor "

Sec. B-8. 22 MRSA §4033, sub-§5 is enacted to read:

5. Notice to foster paremts. preadoptive parents and

relative rovidin re Th artmen hall provide written
noti £f all iew nd hearin in a f h ro din
to foster parents, pr i aren i r vidin

care. The notice must be dated sign gd, §§ include
statement that foster parents, Qrggdgpglye pgrgntg and relgtlvg

rovidin r r itl o _noti f an n rtuni b
heard in any review or hearing held with res to the child and
m ntain the following langua

"T right to be h ard inclu onl
i n n incluy he righ r her
witnesses or evidence, to attend any other portion of
the review or hearing or to have access to pleadings or
records."”
A _copy of the notice must be filed with the court prior to the

review or hearing.

Sec. B-9. 22 MRSA §4038, sub-§1, as amended by PL 1997, c.
475, §2, is further amended to read:
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1. Mandated review. If a court has made a £inai-preteetion
jeopardy order, it shall review the case at least once within-12
menths-of--the--E£inal-proteatieon-order--and -akt-least--every--F-years
thereafter every 6 months, unless the child has been emancipated
or adopted.

Sec. B-10. 22 MRSA §4038, sub-§3, as repealed and replaced by
PL 1983, c¢. 185, is amended to read:

3. Notice of review. Notice of the reviews ghail must be
given to all parties to the initial proceeding according to
District Court Civil Rule 4. Notice shail may not be given to a
parent whose rights have been terminated under subchapter VI,
The department shall provide written notice of all reviews and
hearings in advance of the proceeding to the foster parent,
preadoptive parent and relative providing care. The notice must
be dated and signed, must include a statement that the foster

parent, preadoptive parent and relative providing care are
entitled to notice of and an opportunity to be heard in any

review or hearing held with respect to the child and must contain
the following language:

"The right to be heard includes only the right to
testify and does not include the right to present other
witnesses or evidence, to attend any other portion of
the review or hearing or to have access to pleadings or
records."”

A _copy of -the notice must be filed with the court prier to the
review or hearing.

Sec. B-11. 22 MRSA §4038, sub-§7, as amended by PL 1997, c.
475, §§5 and 6, is repealed.

Sec. B-12. 22 MRSA §4038, sub-§7-A is enacted to read:

1-A. _Permanency planning hearing. The court shall conduct
a_permanency planning hearing and shall determine a permanency
plan within 12 months of the time a child is considered to have
entered foster care and every 12 months thereafter. If the
court's Jjeopardy ruling includes a finding of an aggravating
factor, the court may order the department  to cease
reunification, in which case a permanency planning hearing must
commence within 30 days of the order to cease reunification.

A, A c¢hild is considered to have entered foster care on the
date of the first judicial finding that the child has been
subjected to child abuse or neglect or on the 60th day after
removal of the child from home, whichever occurs first.,

Page 7-LR3421(1)
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) 2 B. The permanency plan for the c¢hild must contain
determinations on the following issues,

4
{1 Th ermanen lan mu rmine whether nd
6 when, if applicable, the c¢child will be:
8 (a) Returned to the parent. Before the court may
nter an order ¢ rnin h £ hild
10 to a parent, the parent must show that the parent
has carried out the responsibilities set forth in
12 section 4041, subsection 1, paragraph B: that to
the court's satisfaction the parent has rectified
14 and resolved the problems that caused the removal
hild from hom n n equen roblems
16 ‘that would interfere with the parent's ability to
care for and protect the child from jeopardy: and
18 that the parent can protect the child from
jeopardy:
20

{b) Placed _for adoption. _in__which case the
22 department shall file a petition for termination
of parental rights:

24
{¢) Referred for legal guardianship: or
26
(4) Placed in another planned permanent living
28 arrangement when the department has documented to
the court a compelling reason for determining that
30 it would not be in the best interests of the child
to be returned home, be referred for termination
32 of parental rights or be placed for adoption, be
placed with a fit and willing relative, or be
34 placed with a legal guardian.
36 (2) In the case of a child placed in foster care
gutside the state in which the parents of the child
38 live, the permanency plan must determine whether the
out-of-state placement continues to be appropriate and
40 in the best interests of the child.
42 (3) In the case of a ¢child who is 16 vears of age or
older, the permanency plan must determine the services
44 needed to assist the c¢hild to make the transition from
foster care to independent living.
46
C. The court shall consider, but is not bound by, the
48 wishe f the ¢child in makin determination under this

subsection if the c¢hild is 12 years of age or older.
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Sec. B-13. 22 MRSA §4041, as amended by PL 1995, c. 694, Pt.
D, §46 and affected by Pt. E, §2, is further amended to read:

§4041. Departmental respomnsibilities

1. Rehabilitation and reunification. A 1ld is considered

to have entered foster care on the date of the first judicial
finding that the child has been subjected to child abuse or
neglect or on the 60th day after the c¢hild is removed from the
home, whichever occurs first. When a child has-been-ordered-inke
the-eustody--of -the - department--under -this-chapter--or--under-Title
10-A,-seekion-1663 is considered to have entered foster care, the
responsibility for reunification and rehabilitation of the family
must be shared as follows.

A. The department shall:

(1) Develop a rehabilitation and reunification plan,
which must include the following:

(a) The reasons for the ehildis removal of the
child from home:

(b) Any changes that must occur for the child to
return home;

(¢) Rehabilitation services that must be
completed satisfactorily prior to the return home;

(d) Services available to assist the parents in
rehabilitating and reunifying with the chilgd,
including reasonable transportation within the
area in which the child is located for visits if
the parents are unable to afford that
transportation;

(e) A schedule of visits between the child and
the parents when visits are not detrimental to the
child's best interests, including any special
conditions under which the visits must take place:;

(f£) A reasonable time schedule for proposed
reunification, which is reasonably calculated to
meet the child's needs; and

(g) A delineation of the financial

responsibilities of the parents and the department
during the reunification process;

Page 9-LR3421(1)
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(2) Provide the parents with prompt written notice of
the following, unless that notice would be detrimental
to the best interests of the child:

(a) The child's residence and, when practicable,
at least 7 days' advance written notice of a
planned change of residence; and

(b) Any serious injuries, major medical care
received or hospitalization of the child:;

(3) Make good faith efforts to cooperate with the
parents in the development and pursuit of the plan:

(4) Periodically review with the parents the progress
of the reunification plan and make any appropriate
changes in that plan;

(5) Petition for judicial review and return of custody
of the child to the parents at the earliest appropriate
time; and

(6) Petition for termination of parental rights at the
earliest possible time that it is determined that
family reunification efforts will be discontinued
pursuant to subsection 2 and that termination is in the
best interests of the child;

Parents are responsible for rectifying and resolving

problems that prevent the return of the child to the home

and

shall take part in a reasonable rehabilitation and

reunification plan and shall:

(1) Maintain meaningful contact with the child
pursuant to the reunification plan. When a parent has
left the area where the child has been placed, this
must include making arrangements to visit the child at
or near the child's placement:;

(2) Seek and utilize appropriate services to assist in
rehabilitating and reunifying with the child;

(3) Pay reasonable sums toward the support of  the
child within the limits of their ability to pay:

(4) Maintain contact with the department, including

prompt written notification to the department of any
change of address; and

Page 10-LR3421(1)
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(5) Make good faith efforts to cooperate with the
department in developing and pursuing the plan; and

€v——-When -the--parties--can -net--agree --as--te--eontents -of--a
reasenable-rehabilitation -and -reunification-plan--any -parky
may--fide- -a-motieon -fer-judieial- -reviow -pursuant--to--ceation
4038+ ---AL--the - review,--the - €ourt- shall -review--the -propesed
pians---of---either - - party ---and--- shalld---order---reaconabie
reunificatieon-plans-as-ikt-determinesc-necessarys

C-1, Unless excused for extraordinary good cause shown, at
any hearing held under section 4034, subsection 4 or within
10 days of the filing of the petition if no hearing under
section 4034, subsection 4 is held, the department shall
present to the court for review a reunification plan, a plan
to avoid removal of the child from home or decision not to
commence reunification. In the presentation to the court,
the department shall include information about other parents
or_relatives with whom the child could be placed. Prior to
review by the court, the department shall provide a copy of
its proposal to counsel for the parents, or to the parents
if they have no counsel., and to the guardian ad litem. _The
court may review the proposal in a hearing that does not
allow testimonial evidence with all parties and counsel
present or may hold a summary hearing at which the court may
limit testimony to the testimony of the caseworker, parent,
guardian ad litem, person to whom trial placement was given,
foster parents, preadoptive parents or relatives providing
care and may admit evidence, including reports and records

that would otherwise be inadmissible as hearsay evidence: and

E. The department may make reasonable efforts to place a
chil for ion _or with a custodian c¢oncurrently with
reunification efforts. :

2. Determination of need to commence or discontinue

rehabilitation and reunificatiom efforts. The following
provisions shall determine when rehabilitation and reunification
efforts are not necessary or may be discontinued.

A~ --The -department-may-either- -decide -to -not--commence- oxr-to
diseontinue--rehabilitation --and - reunification-effoxris--with
either-pareat-or--the -court may -crder-that-rehabilitation-and
reunificatien---efforts --need--not---CoMREnee —-o0¥---that --the
department----hag----nO~-~-furthes----responsibilities----for
rehabilitation-and-reunification-with-either-parent-whent

£1)--The-pareat-ie-willing to--gonsent-to-termination-of
parental-rights#

Page 11-LR3421(1)
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N 2 {32)--The-parent-agannet-be-legateds
4 £3) -~ The- parent--is-uawilling-o¥--unable--te-rehabilitate
apd--reourify ~ with - the--ehild--within--a- time--which--is
6 reasenably-caleulated-teo-meet-the-ehildis-needsys
° 8 {4)--The-parent-has-abandened-the-ehilds
; 10 £{6)---The -parent-has--acted -teward-a -child-in--a-manner
s whigh-4is--heinous- -or-abhorrent - £6- gooieby-or -has-£failed
12 to- protest - a--child --An--a--mapner - whigh--is - heinous--or
abherrert - to--seeiety, -witheut- regard--te-the--intent-of
14 the-parentys-or
16 £6)-- The -viectim-of--any -of-the following-crimes--was ~a
ehild-£for-whem- the- parent- -was--responsible -or-the-viaetim
18 was - a- €hild- who- was o -member -6f -3 -household -Lived-in-oF
freguented--by--the--parenk~--and--the--parent--has--been
20 aenvickted-eof+
22 i ta)-~Murders
24 {b)--Feleony-murder;
26 {e)--Manslaughters
} 28 {d)--Aiding-or-solieiting-suieides
30 {e)--Aggravated-assauvlts
32 {£)--Rapes
34 {g)--Cross-cexual-miceonduscts
36 {h)--Poxuai-abuse-of-minorsy
38 {i)~-Ineests
40 £3)--Kidnapping+
42 tk)--Promotion-ef-prestitutiens-or
44 £1)--A-comparable-erime-in-anether-jurisdiction~
46 B+ --HWhen--the - department - dH-scontdnues -eEEorks - fo--return -the
ehild- -0 - a--parent,--dt--shall--give -written--notice-of--this
48 deeision--£o--that--parent -at--his-last--known--address-—--This
netige---—shakl---dnolude---the---speeifie---reasons - for---the
50 department's--decision,--the--specifioc -efforts--the -department
Page 12-LR3421(1)
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has--made--in--working--with--the--parent--and--ehild--and--a
statement--of--the -parent- s--rights -under - seetion- 4038 ~~-This
notige--reguirenent - must - precede--serviee—-of --a - copy-—-o£f--a
petition-to-terminate-parental-rights-under-subchapter-Viv

A-1, The court may order that the department need not
commence or may cease reunification efforts only if the
court finds the existence of an aggravating factor or that
continuation of reunification efforts is inconsistent with
the permanency plan for the child. When 2 placements with
the same parent have failed and the c¢hild is returned to the
custody of the department, the court shall make a finding
that continuation of reunification efforts is incomsistent
with the permanency plan for the c¢hild and order the
department  to cease reunification unless the parent

court determines reunification efforts to be in the best
interests of the c¢hild,

B-1. If the department seeks an order authorizing it to
discontinue reunification efforts, prior to discontinuing
reunification efforts. the department shall file a motion
for approval of discontinuation of reunification efforts
with _supporting affidavits, If _the parents file a
responsive pleading within 21 days. the court shall conduct
a_ _summary preliminary hearing in accordance with the
provisions of section 4034, subgsection 4. If a responsive
pleading is not filed, the court may hold a summary
preliminary hearing in accordance with the provigions of
section 4034, subsection 4 or may decide the matter without

efforts without a court order authorizing the discontinuance.

cC. If the department discontinues efforts to return the
child to a parenty but does not seek termination of parental
rights, then subsection 1, paragraph A, subparagraph (1),
division (e) and subsection 1, paragraph A, subparagraph
(2)»-shall still apply.

3. Notice to guardian ad litem. The department shall
notify the guardian ad litem, as described in section 4005, of
any substantial change in circumstances that may have an impact
on the best interests of the child. A substantial change in
circumstances includes but is not limited to any change in the
child's residence.

Sec. B-14, 22 MRSA §4052, sub-§1, as enacted by PL 1979, c.
733, §18, is amended to read:

1. Petitiomer. A termination petition may be brought by the
custodian of the child or by the department.
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Sec. B-15. 22 MRSA §4052, sub-§2, as amended by PL 1997, c.
475, §§7 and 8 and affected by §11, is repealed.

Sec. B-16. 22 MRSA §4052, sub-§2-A is enacted to read:

2-A. Department as_ petitioner or as party. The department
shall file a termination petition or seek to be joined as a party
to any pending petition in the following circumstances:

A, A c¢hild has been in foster c¢are for 15 of the most
recent 22 months. This paragraph does not apply if the
@PLMM,&QU&HlflC&tIOH efforts
and the department has not provided to the family of the
child §uch services as the department determines to be
necessary for the safe return of the c¢hild to the c¢hild's
home Qon51§§gnt with the tim eri in th a lan: or

B, A court order includes a finding of an aggravating
factor and an order to cease reunification, unless:

(1) The department has chosen to have the child cared
for by a relative; or

(2) The department has documented Yo the court

compelling reason for determining that filing such a
petition would not be in the best interests of the
child.

Sec, B-17. 22 MRSA §4053, as enacted by PL 1979, c. 733, §18,

is amended to read:
§4053. Service amd notice

The petition and the notice of hearing shail must be served
on the parents and the guardian ad litem for the child at least
10 days prior to the hearing date. Service shall must be made in
accordance with the District Court Civil Rules. The department
shall provide written notice of all reviews and hearings _in
advance of the proceeding to foster parents, preadoptive parents
and relatives providing care. The notice must be dated and
signed, must include a statement that foster parents., preadoptive
parents and relatives providing care are entitled to notice of
and an opportunity to be heard in any review or hearing held with
respect to the child and must contain the following language:

"The right to be heard includes only the right to

testify and does not include the right to present other
witnesses or evidence, to_ attend an ther portion of
the review or hearing or to have access to pleadings or
records,"
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A _copy of the notice must be filed with the court prior to

the review or hearing. The department shall mail a copy of the

petition to all attorneys of record when the petition is filed in
court.
SUMMARY

The purpose of this bill is to require expeditious action in
child protection cases. It provides for summary preliminary
hearings, shortens many time periods, expands the 1list of
aggravating factors in child protection cases, provides
procedural safeguards for foster and preadoptive parents and
relatives providing care and alters the reunification
responsibilities of the Department of Human Services.
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