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118th MAINE LEGISLATURE 

SECOND REGULAR SESSION-1998 

Legislative Document No. 2226 

H.P.1597 House of Representatives, February 23,1998 

An Act to Limit New Lobster and Crab Fishing Licenses. 

Reported by Representative ETNIER for the Joint Standing Committee on Marine 
Resources pursuant to Public Law 1997, chapter 250, section 9. 

Reference to the Joint Standing Committee on Marine Resources suggested and printing 
ordered under Joint Rule 218. 
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. 1. 12 MRSA §6421-A is enacted to read: 
4 

!-~421-A. ~tori_~ on ne~~tlli 
6 

l-"--~_:r~.t~tr iYm~ __ llittw.itbJ>ta!tQJDg~e~ t ion. 6421, sub sec t i on 5.L 
8 tlle..... .... CQ!!lmi.£e..iQ.n.e~~not issue ~~$ ... It Class II_<il' Class III 

1-QQ§J~eJ:--.i:ill~:r;:ab fi~in.g license to a person between tb..!i!. 
10 .e.t ... t..e.ctive date of tills section and December 31. 1999 unless that 

person: 
12 

14 

16 

18 

20 

22 

24 

26 

28 

30 

A. PQJiL$~_$_$_ec;:L~_C;;laJi.~L...I.L..._.c_l~tS_L_V or ClM.Q.... .... 1TL.lobster and 
crab fishing l.~e in the previous calendar year; 

!L......J~.essed an apprentice lobster and crab fishing licen~!:!. 

i_lill ... lJJn'Lpd ... OLJ; ... O .... _f:.eQX..YM-Y .... ...1.l.l-.l..2.2JL and meets j~_he requirements 
of the apprentice program under section 6422; or 

C. Did not PQs~~Class It Class II or Class III lobster 
and crab fishing license in the previous calendar year 
J;>.~JJ.s_e..........t..b~....Q ... 9mmti.d...Qner ha!i.JJJSJ?ftruled the person' s licen~ 
priyilegeL for a length of time that included that previous 
.ld!,l..e..rulsu.......~L.. 

~epe~J-----J1J.~n is repe.aJed Jan\lary 1, 20QJL_ 

SUMMARY 

This bill enacts a moratorium on commercial lobster and crab 
32 fishing licenses. It provides that until December 31, 1999 

commercial lobster and crab fishing licenses may only be issued 
34 to a person who held a license in the previous calendar year, who 

possessed an apprentice lobster and crab fishing license issued 
36 prior to February 13, 1998 and meets the requirements of the 

apprentice program or who did not possess a commercial lobster 
38 and crab fishing license in the previous calendar year because of 

a license suspension. 
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