
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied 
(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions) 

 
 



118th MAINE LEGISLATURE 

SECOND REGULAR SESSION .. 1998 

Legislative Document No. 2223 

H.P.1594 House of Representatives, February 19, 1998 

An Act to Reduce Air Pollution from Motor Vehicles and to Meet 
Requirements of the Federal Clean Air Act. 

Reported by Representative ROWE for the Joint Standing Committee on Natural 
Resources pursuant to Resolve 1997, chapter 57. 

Reference to the Joint Standing Committee on Natural Resources suggested and printing 
ordered under Joint Rule 218. 

Printed on recycled paper 



Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. 1. 29-A MRSA §1751, sub-§2, "N and 0, as enacted by PL 
4 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 and affected by Pt. B,§5, are amended to 

read: 
6 

N. Catalytic converter on 1983 and subsequent models; aRa 
8 

O. Filler neck restriction on 1983 and subsequent modelsvL 
10 

Sec.2. 29-A MRSA §1751, sub-§2, "P and Q are enacted to read: 
12 

P. Fuel tank cap Qn---.l..22'L~nd subseguent models: and 
14 

Q. On-board diagnostic system on 1996 and subsegue~models. 
16 

Sec. 3. 29-A MRSA §1751, sub-§3, as enacted by PL 1993, c. 
18 683, Pt. A, §2 and affected by Pt. B, §5, is amended to read: 

20 3. Inspection fee. The inspection fee is $e--~9F--eaea 

iRepee~~eR-~-~&-payaBle-~~--~ne-¥~£4£~~-~sses-~Rspeet~eR 

22 eF-Re~T as follQN~ 

24 

26 

28 

30 

32 

/I.. BefOrE! ....J.IDl.uary 1, 1999, the fee is $6: 

Il~_QJ!L...J.9.nuru:y 1, 199Jl.~December 31, 1999, the f!ilL is. 
$9.50: and 

.c...... Beginning Janucu:y L 2000, the fee is $9.50 for each 
irVHlilJ::J-~i9_~Etr.tJ:trmed QQ......Q.ll-199!;) f(lQPeIL_~12. 50 fo~~ 
inspectiQn performed on 1996 and subseguent models. 

l~in~~~~tiQn fee is payPble whether the vehi~le passes 
34 inspection or~ 

36 Sec. 4. 29-A MRSA §1751, sub-§4 is enacted to read: 

38 4. Phase-in. The ins~ecti~~quired by subsection 2, 

40 

42 

44 

46 

48 

~raphs P and 0 must be phased in as fQllo~ 

A!----1he~....e~ank-Cp.p is subject to inJ;;pectiQn b.e.qinniqg: 
January L 1999. 

J,!., ThfL~RQa.L<LJij,.2.9lliLstic---.J!.~~J!L._.is.........r;;.1Jb5.e..c-.L_t~p"§!..Q.tion 
~.9-inn.i:ug-..-JanlliL:tX-_l-<-- 200.0. A motor venicle.........!Tl...§.L-!lQL.fgjl 
i:uspect...i.QJ),~LJj;!,.iJ.],l.rL.tQ......jJlJ'B'~.~@--...J....p..SQe.nLQ~t.andard for 
the on-board diagnostic system unti~uary 1, 2001. 

Sec. 5. 29·A MRSA §1756, sub-§§6 and 7 are enacted to read: 
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2 6. ID~~~_.iQJ1_fit,~dard .. _.t:oL-fML~an:t c~p. Notwit.b.§.I.J'!no.,in.g 
.t.ne inspection standards of rrnb£.~n 1, a fuel tank cap subject 

4 t.Q_th.!L in!;ip$'t.c.t.j&P_.r.!i!g1JirJ:lQ __ l;ly_~ect.i_QJL-.l.75..l~u);lsec_tion_Z.L 
paragraph P_must meet the standards in rules adopted by the Chief 

6 of the State Police. 

8 J. IltSP!tC-tiQ1L-Ltimd.a._rn for oD-lLQj!mJjllgnQ&..t.~---'iY~Q1-,,-
Notwi tl}Ji!.tgp,di.1l9 the infi1l~ion s tj~.p.9j~£~~~~tion I, an 

10 Qn-l;loard diQgJlQJi.t...iG_.system subject to the inspection re!l-~~ 
section~l, subsection 2, paragraph Q must meet the standards 

12 in rules ad~pted by the Chief of the State Police. The Chief of 
J;Jle_S_tate pO.l.iQjLsh_~go~ules that.. meet the r~ements Qf. 

14 ~JL Code of &Qeral Regulations, Part 85 for on-boarg giagnostic 
test procegures, standar~Ji_equipmentL 

16 
Sec. 6. 29-A MRSA §1761, sub-§9 is enacted to read: 

18 
.!L. __ R~.c.eJ.:.tiLi.c.iIl.tiQ;o.. NotJoLiJ:..b.sJ::.anding subsection 5, an 

20 .!i!~a~ina.t...iQn is requireg f~fied inspection mechanic's 
.f..list renID@.~!Lf a certificate on or after January L 1999, 

22 .unless a ~tifieg inspection mechanic receiyeg the mechanic's 
xirst certificat~on on or after January 1, 1999. 

24 
Sec. 7. 29·A MRSA §1766, sub-§3, as enacted by PL 1993, c. 

26 683, Pt. A, §2 and affected by Pt. B, §5, is amended to read: 

28 3. Fee. ,Stickers are furnished by the Chief of the State 
Police at $1 ~ each. 

30 
Sec. 8. 29-A MRSA §1767, as enacted by PL 1993, c. 683, Pt. 

32 A, §2 and affected by Pt. B, §5, is amended to read: 

34 §1767. Disposition of fees 

36 The revenues generated by this chapter must be credited to 
the General Highway FundL--~P..t...-_tJl.at 2Q¢ of the fee collected 

38 YIlger section 1766, subsection 3 accrues to the General Fund. 

40 Sec. 9. 29·A MRSA §§2H3 and 2114 are enacted to read: 

42 §~~13. Visible emissiOD§ 

44 1. PrQbi.JJjj:j.Q_:Q. A person may not operate a 
gMoline-powered motor ve.hicle on a public way if the motor 

46 :V.!ilhJcl~IItit..!il--Y.i!;tip';J,.e_:;;mo:.ke, other than water Ya];Lor, in t.l}~ 

.!i!xhaust emissions for a periQd in excess of 5 ~e secongs..,L 
48 

~.~jQ.l~tJj,U;I..J_:P.eP-A:Lty. A violation of this section i.s __ a 
50 ~(affic infraction fQr which a forfeiture not to exceed $100 may 
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~Jli14-d~d. A_.P.eLS~~t._whQ-'!L~.D.JQu;;...ement ac tLQ..~L..llru?~en 
2 take.lL.fQr a vi..Ql.gt_LQ1LQ.:(~lLctiQn 1 may not be adj]Jdicated J;,Q 

have CQmmitted a subsequent violation of s.JJ,~.Qtion 1 unless 24 
4 hQ1J.r..s_J:lJ'~~. __ J,Lla'ps.eQ. ___ Qs!J;:.:we.e.n..........J;:.bJL---.rlat.J~_~ruL..........t im~_f_.th~L_tj fs t 

vioation indicat..eQ.. on the Violation and Summons Complai.D..L. any 
6 ..the subsequent violation._ 

8 52114. Die~l~powered Motor Vehicle Emissi~acity Te~tin~ 
Pro....9X!W 

10 
1-. Progr;;mL_e£.t..abl . .ishe.(l--------TlllL.J2hts~mir..ed MQt~Yehic1.e. 

12 Emission Opacity Testing Program, referred tQ in this section as 
.t.l:Le_~t:Qg£am," ~j;.~l1EHl within the DepMtment QJ. 

14 ~p.viro!lJTlental ProkE!.Ction. The DeparJ;ment of EJ.l_vironmenl&l 
£I..QJ;;e.c.t.iQD_~a1Lj;'.gm,in.is..t..e~he program in cOQperation with the 

16 Department of Public Safety. 

18 2. Dies~=p.Q![e.red mQ.t.Q.LJe..hjJ,:::-.l_~-"_~1J.g!;!d in this secti9..PL 
.:'...o.iesel-pow!;!red motor vehicle" refers only to diru;;el-PQwered 

20 ffio...t..QL..Y.e.hicles that ~ a gross ~icle weig~Mill9-Qf 26,OQl. 
or more pounds. 

22 
h :Iestj.n9.-~d repair r~uiI:...e.~~t. A pe~~_c_aJ.ilte~ 

2 4 'OP~a.tio.IL...~ie.!iltl::-...PQw..eA.ftiLmQt.Q.L.JLe.b.i.c.l.e........s.l;l..a.ll-~ffiP 1 y w i.t.ll......t.b..e 
LegyiremeAts Of t.he progr~n, including ~mi~Qll.....Q'pacity_ standa~ 

26 lill.CL testing any repair requir~1L... 

28 40 Stan('JMd~!;L_proc~dyres. The Board of Envir.~Lllment.9l 

P£QJ;:..~.u.:.t.iQ1L_-.S.~ll adQ£.t rules eshpJ,ishinL-s.t..{'l..J').il-2..I.Jis....._Jmd 
30 J2.I_Q.cedur e !L...~rnJ;Lleme nt~~QID:' am. R u 1 e s adop tel d---ID! r s U.J;WJ:. __ hO 

thiJ>~ction _~r~r.QJJJ:..iJle technical rules under Title......5L chQ.'pj;;.~ 
32 ~ subchapter II-A. The rul~s must esta~ the fQllowi~t 

34 A ... _~mis.§l..Q1L......Ql?.aJ;;1tx_lit..anJlaTI1LJ9.L...........g i e li..e_l:..Q9w1;tr eO. mo to r 
vehicles that are consistent with emission opacitY....lita.nQMds 

3 6 .f~il . .s..e.tlpwered motor vehic.l~L~ecommeng,~d by an 
i~t.ate assQ~j,Jlt.iillL...QL._air quQ].Hy control duisiQJl.£_i.n 

38 .the northeast statesL 

40 .1;3. StandarQ._I;LSill..Q._J2.£9..C..e..dJJXJ~J.;< including testin'£Lm.~.thQgli.....J?-.nd 

£.!;..anyards for tes~~ip)Jlen1;, :e.9..L..........s.a1~p.sL~.tfective 

42 ro~dsidL......te.li..t.iJlg of diese],..=p-oweI:'eLJIlQ.!;.or_yehicles that 
QP..e,rate on ,J2.Y.l;!.Lk- ways of the State for the purpose .<li 

44 enforcing compliance with ~mission opacity standards; 

46 .c.. S t and!'u:.d.~nY...........p{Qc.e.d1Jxe..s.-..tQL-.t.h~g.mi1l,J...s t£a.t_i9_~_;;l..lld 
enforceme~Q~the program. The rules may establish 

48 rmprocHy agreements wJ_~_QJ;J:UU~ __ Ji_t.ates that recognize 
!l.n..forceme~~tiop.s rel.a..t..ed __ t,o dies.!l..l-powereg motor vehicle 

50 testilliLprograms in other states; and 
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2 
IL~epair re~quire!Jlents and standM.Qs and prQcedures fQr 
certificatiQn Qf repairs. 

4 .. 5.JL_y",io-.lat.i~~s--,,_A_p,er.§.Qn whQ Caylifl~pru:.ation Qf a 
~~~-PQwered mQtQr vehicle that is in viQlatiQn Qf the 

6 j2LQgram's emission Qpacity standards commits a traffic infraction. 

8 A. A forfeitu...uL.Qf up to $200 may be adjudged fQr a fiLS....t. 
viQlation. If ~~ire~~~irs are made tQ the vehicl~ 

10 priQr tQ tne hearing date Qr within 45 days Qf the 
yiQ .. lgJ;,j,..Q1l .. , which~ye .. r~..Q..Q1le .. r, and a certificatiQn of khQse 

12 .repairs tha..Lil...... satisfactQry to the CQurt· is submitted j;Q 

~e cour~or to the h~g date, the forfeiture must be 
14 .Q..1J.J.!.rut.nded by the~,ur.t. A defendant may submit the 

certification Qf repairs by mail. 
16 

It. A fQLt .. e.i..t.UX.f1 Qf up t~~5....QO may be adiu.~lged fQ~ 
18 llIJLs .. ruIJJ.e.....nL....Y.i..Ql.Qtion. A sup~uent viol .. all..Qn is Qne thaJ;, 

Q~rs mQre than 45 days but less than 2 years after a 
20 p-.r~.J).li~jJJtlj....Qat.e..d viQlatiQn cQmmitted with respec...L ...... t .. Q 

the~me motor vehicl~j..tlliLu....t._ .. H1.gard to the date of the 
22 hearing that adjudic..a...t..e.d the violat.ion. 

24 An_...Qpe:Lat~H' __ Q...:L9_c;1iep.e_J.::J;'-Qwe.red_Jl)otQr........Yeh..iJ;;..le_ .. wbQ .. __ fa,iJs_ .. _t.O---ID.!..om,i,J;, 
.th~ .. ..YW..c.le tQ a .. test re.l;luired under the program ..J;: .. Qmmi .. ts a CI,ali 

26 E crime. 

28 6. I .. ~eme...:qta..ti...Q:Q.. Tl}..e...................!;LEUlll....rt...me.n..t Qf EnvirQnmen.t9...l 
I::'r_Qte..cJ;"! .. Q1L......!ihall imQ.lemen....L the pr .. Q9.r_Q!Jl by ~nua..r.L-L.~..2.2..... 

30 NQtwiths!&nding subsectiQn 4 < an operator of a diesel'-~J;ld 

mQtQr vehicle that_~fQund ~~-YiQlatiQn Qf the prQgram's 
32 emissJJL~acity standards priQr tQ Janu~ry 1, 2000 is nQt . 

.sllJ.de~L...t.o penal ties under SJW~MLI1_~l:!..!.Lt may Qnly be issued a 
34 warnin..g..,.. 

36 .A.s...........J.! .. e.~!l_t.his~e~.t...iQn, "Qpa~jj;.y" means the !lligree Qf 
lj~~bscuriog capability Qf emissiQns Qf visible air 

38 .G_Q..ntaminaD.t..Ii~J!::Q.Xe_ss~_d as a ,percentage. CQmplete o~ratiQn 

must be ~s~s 100% Qpacity. 
40 

Sec. 10. 38 MRSA §585-G is enacted to read: 
42 

§585-G. ~~~~L .. y~pj~l~~SRection ~~intenance......program 
44 ~quiremen .. t 

46 ThJ;l __ 9.Jill.Q.IJ;.menk shall submit to the United States 
EIl,vj..!'.Qp.m.e....l),t:.aL.......l'x_Q.teniQ~9~Il.QY.-..-.li~Y_is .. iQ..n_ ...... j;._o __ ...... tl1~ __ ..J.!.!;.l!k~ 

48 )'1JJQ.lementation plan, {~q1J.ireo. in t...l1e federal Cleal), Air Act L 

s'e....c..tj..Q.IL....J.IO, 42 United Sta..t..~-..J:..Qs;leJ SectiQn 7.UQ , th~.t 
50 in~QrpQrates the motQr vehicle inspection program under Tit1~ 
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_29-A, cP..fl.-l!..t.~r 15, 1illbclUl.J2.t~r 1, to -ID.eet the reg1Jiremen~.Q.L-Q 

2 vehicle emission control inspection and maintenance program in 
.thJLJ .. eJle..r.al Clean Air Act, Section 184, 42 United States C~_ 

4 Section 751lc. 

6 Sec. H. Certification of inspection rnechanics. By January 1, 
1999, the Chief of the State Police shall amend the rules 

8 regarding the certification of inspection mechanics to ensure 
that all certified inspection mechanics are knowledgeable about 

10 the requirements for motor vehicle inspections under the Maine 
Revised Statutes, Title 29-A, sections 1751 and 1756, including 

12 the requirements established in Title 29-A., section 1756, 
subsections 6 and 7. Notwithstanding Title 29-A, section 1769, 

14 these rules and rules adopted pursuant to Title 29-A, section 
1756, subsections 6 and 7 are routine technical rules and are not 

16 subject to review by the Legislature. 

18 Sec. 12.. Public education program. The Department of 
Environmental Protection shall establish and implement an ongoing 

20 public education program related to air quality. The educational 
program must be designed to accomplish the following: 

22 
1. Increase public awareness of the ozone and air toxics 

24 problems in the State, with special focus on the extent to which 
emissions from mobile sources contribute to those problems; and 

26 
2. Promote measures that minimize the contribution of motor 

28 vehicle emissions, including, but not limited to, the motor 
vehicle inspection program. 

30 
The department may employ a variety of educational tools to 

32 reach key audiences for maximum effect and may, when possible and 
appropriate, collaborate with other parties to achieve common 

34 educational goals. 

36 Sec. 13. Effective date. Those sections of this Act that amend 
the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 29-A, section 1766, subsection 

38 3 and section 1767 take effect on January 1, 1999. 

40 
SUMMARY 

42 
This bill amends the list of motor vehicle equipment that 

44 must be inspected under the State's motor vehicle inspection 
program to include gas caps on model 1974 and later vehicles, 

46 beginning January 1, 1999, and to include on-board diagnostic 
systems on 1996 and later vehicles, beginning ,January 1, 2000. 

48 The bill also increases the fee for motor vehicle inspections 
from $6 to $9.50 beginning January 1, 1999 and to $12.50 for 1996 

50 and later vehicles beginning January 1, 2000. The bill increases 
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the fee paid by inspection stations for inspection stickers from 
2 $1 to $1.50 beginning January 1, 1999. The bill also requires 

certified inspection mechanics to pass an examination as part of 
4 the first renewal of an inspection mechanic certificate after 

January 1, 1999. 
6 

The bill requires the Department of Environmental Protection 
8 to submit to the United States Environmental Protection Agency a 

revision to the state implementation plan that incorporates the 
10 motor vehicle inspection program under Title 29-A, chapter 15, 

subchapter 1, to meet the federal requirement for a vehicle 
12 emission control inspection and maintenance program. 

14 The bill makes operating a motor vehicle that emits visible 
smoke in the exhaust emissions for a period of 5 or more 

16 consecutive seconds a traffic infraction subject to a fine of up 
to $100. The bill also establishes a roadside diesel-powered 

18 motor vehicle emission opacity testing program to be administered 
by the Department of Environmental Protection in cooperation with 

20 the Department of Public Safety. 

22 Finally, the bill requires the Department of Environmental 
Protection to establish and implement a public education program 

24 designed to increase awareness of ozone and air toxics problems 
and to promote measures that minimize the contribution of motor 

26 vehicle emissions to air quality problems. 
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