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118th MAINE LEGISLATURE 

SECOND REGULAR SESSION .. 1998 

Legislative Document No. 2218 

H.P. 1587 House of Representatives, February 17, 1998 

An Act to Implement the Recommendations of the Ta ... k Force On 
Improving Access to Prescription Drugs for the Elderly. 

Reported by Representative BROOKS for the Task Force on Improving Access to 
Prescription Drugs for the Elderly pursuant to Public Law 1997, chapter 560, Part E. 

Reference to the Joint Standing Committee on Health and Human Services suggested and 
printing ordered under Joint Rule 218. 
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. 1. 22 MRSA §254-A is enacted to read: 
4 

§254 A. Elderly' low cost drug program information 
6 

The de.pa.:rt.!1Hillt __ !itha.';U._pX.QJ::tyc..e_~D~Jll"SLYi..Q.~eQuc..a.tional 
8 roatJ;t.Li.aJj;~O--.l!L-tillL_...aS..a..iJ_a.12i".l-.ity of, benefits uDM_r __ a.url 

ru?..!iU.i.c-.ilion process f.Q.L--.J;.he elderly low .QQst dru9--P-~lTI 

10 .e.stablished under s~on 254. These m~lli. must include 
QLQ.ch...JJ..r..es for the BureaU pf R"eyenu:e Servi-ce"s to mailtp ~ligihl:e. 

12 ~~rlents with the drug cards, posters for pharmaci~and flyers 
!~r pharmacists to include with p~pcription drug purchases. 

14 
Sec. 2. 22 MRSA §3174-G, sub-§l-A is enacted to read: 

16 
.l.-=~",--lldel,""ly_.p:r:escripU"QD .. _.d:r:ug."" .. p:(ogr.am~he."._.depc)'rtmelJ.t 

18 £ha11 apply to the fede.£.al Health Care Financing--A!lffiinistration 
fQI---2.......'lill,Uer to ..l2.r.9.Y.id!L.M~.ai..d..-£re.s...ciliilin drug benefits to 

20 yualifi~d persons 62 years of age and over whose household income 
~llS than ~qu..P..L-.t.o 185'10 of th~ nonfarm incom~official 

22 P_o3.f:li.t.Y-l.in.e .... _~.IDl..e.x.a.gjLJ!).aY-JlQJ~J.egin before July 1, 1999 and, 
until th.e waiver application has been approved. Coverage must 

24 illl.gi.1L_w.ithin 90 d~ of the date the waiver application is 
.approved. 

26 
Sec. 3. 36 MRSA §6162-A, sub-§2, as amended by PL 1 9 9 5, c. 

28 368, Pt. CCC, §6 and affected by §11, is repealed and the 
following enacted in its place: 

30 
.~~9-"lii~l!2l.~_ip.,c"Qm.e_._An_i.pdividual i..§.....U.i&ible und~hiJi 

3 2 px~g.r.am if the househo.ld i1lC.Qme, aJi.....ruLUned in sec.lion 62.Ql.L 
£lJ.~tion 7, is l§Uili...J;hap or egual to 185'10 of the nonfarm income 

34 ~fficial poverty line. The official poverty line is that 
9.ppJ i ~J2.l_~L.t.Q--.a....ll..QJ.!,~ehQ.liLo :e_tb~._§Lj,"~fLin.vo 1 ved-L-._as. . ...Q,e f in5id by tP.E;1. 

36 &ru::..Li;1~fic.e. of Man..agement a~get and revised annually in 
.a.C.G...Q..J;"_da.n.ce with the United States Omnibus Budget Reconciliation 

38 Act of 1981, Section 673, Subsection 2. 

40 
SUMMARY 

42 
This bill contains the legislative recommendations of the 

44 Task Force on Improving Access to Prescription Drugs for the 
Elderly, established by Public Law 1997, chapter 560, Part E. 

46 
This bill requires the Department of Human Services to 

48 provide educational materials on the elderly low-cost drug 
program. The materials will be distributed by the Bureau of 

50 Revenue Services when sending out the program's drug cards to 
eligible residents. Other materials will be made available to 
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pharmacies to post or to include with customers' prescription 
2 drug purchases. 

4 This bill expands the elderly low-cost drug program to cover 
those who meet the age and disabil i ty requi rements and whose 

6 income is less than or equal to 185'10 of the federal poverty 
level. The current income limitation is approximately 131'10 of 

8 the federal poverty level. 

10 This bill directs the Department of Human Services to seek a 
f.iedicaid waiver from the~edeTal Health Care Financing 

12 Administration to provide Medicaid prescription drug benefits for 
persons 62 years of age and over whose income is less than or 

14 equal to 185'10 of the federal poverty level. 
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