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118th MAINE LEGISLATURE 

SECOND REGULAR SESSION·1998 

Legislative Document No. 2203 

H.P.1571 House of Representatives, February 9, 1998 

An Act to Create the Maine Economic Opportunity Advisory Committee. 

Reported by Representative VIGUE for the Task Force to Study Equal Economic 
Opportunity for all Regions of the State pursuant to Private and Special Law 1997, chapter 51. 

Reference to the Joint Standing Committee on Business and Economic Development 
suggested and printing ordered under Joint Rule 218. 
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 

Sec.!. 5 MRSA §12004-1, sub-§6-E is enacted to read: 

6-E--". 

.e.c.QJJ..Qmi.c 
Development 

Maine 
.E.J::.Q.uQ.mic 
Q-P-P9Lt.uni-ll 
Adv~ 

CQmmittee 

Expenses 
.~tI.lg .. L~g-= 
is.latj~ 

Per Diem t9.£ 
I,&g.islatQrs 

~ 

LMRSA 
§.l.3..Q.2.0 -K 

Sec. 2. 5 MRSA c. 383, sub c.llI, art. 5-C is enacted to read: 

Ju::..t_ic.lL.5.::-J: 
MAIIflL~C..PNQtU.C O~~.R'1."UlUTY 

ADVISORY CQMMI'r.rEE 

~3090-K. Maine Economic Opportunity Adyisory Committee 

1. A.pp.Qj._:g,~nt. Th!L...li!;tiUL_~.CJLnQmi.c_QruLQrtunity AdvisQry 
22 kQ...ll)mittee, referred tQ in this sectiQn as the "committee," 

established in sectiQn 12004-1, subsectiQn 6-E, cQnsists of the 
24 following 17 members: 

26 A. Four Legisn.tQll, 2 apJ.lQ.illted by the President of the 
~~e and 2 a~ointed by the Speaker of the Hous~ 
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B. One me.lJlb.e.L-.U:Q.1IL~;[eg_imlaL...e..cQ.UQ..m.ic.---.de.~I_QPIDen.t.......a\l.enc,¥ 
located in eastern Maine, appointed by the President of the 
Senate: 

.c • On!L.lD.emb...ex_..1..rJLIJL.!L_)';:.e-9i.Q.n~.c_QnQmi C c1e.Y.el.QPme n t..-.age.uS::..Y 
located in northern Maine, apPQinted by the President of the 
Senatet 

D. Qne member fr:om a regiQnal eQQnomic develQpment a.9..e.QC,¥ 
l!,:LC;.a.t.eil in western MQ.ine.L....QppQint~by the Speaker Qf the 
House; 

E. Qne.......ffie.ml:!e.x_.Ixpm ..2...J'.egional ELcQn.Qmic development agency 
lQc...a..t.~U._S.QJJ..!;;.hern Maine. apPQinted b"y"-the Speaker Qf the 
House: 

f------O_n_~m.~JJJl>.e..x_r:epr.e.s~:g.t.i.Il9_thfL~e.Jl~ r ql.JJ!b Ii c who res ide s 
in northern Main~pointed by the GQvernQr; 

J2_. __ 0ne..._m.e!JIp.~s_.r.epr.e.se1l,.ti.ng_thg---9e...U~J.a.L..public whQ resides 
in eastern Ma~~uted by the Governor; 
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H. One member representi_Il9 __ the general public who resides 
in western Maine, appointed by the Governor; 

1.,_. _QnjLJOeI])J;:,-~u;:-XJ~J2-r_e_pent,j,n9-J;JLf~_9j;H),eXaL-P.Y.:Ql i c who re side s 
in southern Maine, appointed by the Governor; 

.!,LL __ QJ}~mber reru;:..eseJlting the Maine Municipal Association, 
appointed by the Governor: 

K. T~~mmissioner of Economic and Community Development 
o~b~mmissioner's designee, who serves as an ex officio 
member; 

1..... __ Tll,~.--...CQ!1!IJll.§.§.i!;m.e£..--.QL~nvi.b:QJIDlEmtal Pro.~~~tion __ .QL_tbe 
commissioner's designee, who serves as an ex officio member: 

M .• ----'Ih~LCOJll.!Jlkti.Q.ne.r_Q.LJ'.,raps....Q.QX.t.,ation or the ..QQmmissioner' s 
designee, who serves as ~n ex officio member; ang 

~mL..12.iX.~tc..tQ..r of t@ __ Ma,i..n.~-.L.a:!l.c;t..Jl.§.SL..Be.9.ulat.iQ...ILComm1.§.sj,-Qn 
Qr the girector's designee, who serves as an ex QfficiQ 
member. 

Ail-~j.ntments my.s.LJ2L.m.ade nQ later than 30 days following the 
26 effective gate of this article. 

2 8 l.~e~G ..... __ EKG.ep.L.fQL . .e~~ftiQ.i9_.meml:!.e..rS.,~rnIDj,.tlsl..e-ID.e.mbe r fl. 
~erve for 2 years. MembexA cQntinye. serving yntil a syccessor is 

30 du..1y appointed and Qualified. When a vacancy occurs during. a 
membeLS term, the vacancy must be filled, by the appropri..a.t.e. 

32 .gPP.9j._IlJ . .,ing .. aJ.!t,.hp..I.J....t.Y.---..iLQm., .. th.e same c.ate.gory listed in~section 
1 as the member who vacated the committee. 

34 
3. Pq:[P.Q.&..e. The COffi..f!litt.ee shall agvise the Le~ture on 

36 Ji8y.,§.._ .. J:,Q_ . ..lITllU.Q.ve economi..c.--_Q.ey_U.QJ;tJl1.e.pt OPPOll unities for all 
.regions of the State. The committee shall: 

38 

40 

42 

44 

46 

48 

50 

A.,!_M.,Qn.it.Qx_tll.e .. ..Qit.t.ElLEillCeS in economiG growth in various 
£egiQns of the State: 

.a-,-_l2 e v.el.9'p __ fl..U:P-J;;.eg ie.,s--..t.Q.....,_ 9"ye r c.QJn.~lLg.r.r.,i,.,e.Ls............t. e c 0 nom i c 
~h in disagvanta~ed regions Qf the State: gnd 

h._. _S.,1J.lLI11it...~_J9:r.itt.,eJL-.9X_Q£a),-X..eJ2.9_r.t of its fjndings al1g 
I"~Qmmendations_~nuary 1st Q.[. each~.--...t.9--.t..lllLjQJnt 

~J&DJtin9-~ml!littee Qf th~ LegislatlJre having jurisdiction 
Qyer business ang eCQnomic gevelQpment matters. 

4. Chair ~ffic_~rs. At the first meeting and annyally 
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tl~Q..ft.er th_e committee s.h..al_~Q.QJULQJ1~~Lits melTlbe~..t.~rv'it 
2 as chair for a one-=YJ~_ar ter~Th~ommittee may select other 

officers and as necessary designate the officers' duties. 
4 

5. Me~ings. The cQllLml~_tee shall meet at least twice 
6 anIlJJl;!...lly. One of the meetings must be held iJL..lill._'itConQIDically 

.Q.i£a.9van.llg_e..cL.ar!liL~Jl_~L.s_tsttJL._Me~tingL.1!LQY be called by the 
8 chair or the chair' s desig~. Meetings must be announced in 

aClY;;Ul.Q.I;L_Q-JHL_QJ2!:!n to the public, as r:e..quired by Titlg 1, chaptgr 
10 13, subchapter I. 

12 Q.. Ouor~. Nine members of the CQmmittee constitute a 
gMorum. Au~t.ion of t4~m~ee is not effective without the 

14 concurrence of at least 9 members. 

16 7. Compens_a,tiQn. Legislative mrunl:!ers of the committee are 
.e-DJ;i_tle.d to compensati9--1L-_as provided in section 12004-1, 

18 subsection 6-E. All other members serve without compensation. 

20 .!I._o _S~~_tf.iD.q. __ ~QJn!!li_t_te..e----.-ID.ay regue~taff assistance 
from the Office of Policy and Legal Analysis. 

22 
9. Repeal. This article is re~ealed on March 1, 2007. 

24 J'd-~t...<L-th.a~a.t..e.L __ the---.J;;2..mm.itJ;'!UL~hg],_Lm..ak~L.r._e..c.QID!Jl..e.nq.a.tions to 
tlHL_.QQYl;'trnor and the Legislature concerning the need to continue 

26 the committee. 

28 
SUMMARY 

30 
This bill creates the Maine Economic Opportunity Advisory 

32 Committee to continue the work of the Task Force to Study Equal 
Economic Opportunity for All Regions of the State. The purpose 

34 of the committee is to advise the Legislature on ways to improve 
economic development opportunities for all regions of the State. 
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