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118th MAINE LEGISLATURE 

SECOND REGULAR SESSION-1998 

Legislative Document No. 2202 

H.P.1569 House of Representatives, February 9,1998 

An Act Regarding Veterans' Benefits. 

(AFTER DEADLINE) 

Approved for introduction by a majority of the Legislative Council pursuant to Joint Rule 
205. 

Reference to the Committee on Legal and Veterans Affairs suggested and ordered printed. 

Presented by Representative TUTTLE of Sanford. 
Cosponsored by Senator DAGGETT of Kennebec and 

tJ.~ 

Representatives: CHIZMAR of Lisbon, FISHER of Brewer, GAGNE of Buckfield, TRUE of 
Fryeburg, Senators: CAREY of Kennebec, FERGUSON of Oxford. 
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. 1. 37·8 MRSA §508 is enacted to read: 
4 

§508. Cohabitation 
6 

Persons .c..Qll...a.QiJ;j,ng __ 9.nC!~_knodedginq_~h other as hl!§;J2.i3-..DQ 
8 .a...I)JL wife, and gen!ll...<U.J.L...Le.puteC!......I..o be such., for a pedoQ of .at 

.l.e . .a.st 3 years and until one of them dies thereafter areg~Jn~~~LtQ 
10 have been legally married for the purpose of determining 

eligibility for any type of veterans' benefit. 
12 

Sec. 2. Retroactivity. This Act is retroactive to January 1, 
14 1990. 

16 
SUMMARY 

18 
This bill provides that persons cohabiting and acknowledging 

20 each other as husband and wife, and generally reputed to be such, 
for a period of at least 3 years and until one of them dies 

22 thereafter are deemed to have been legally married for the 
purpose of determining eligibility for any type of veterans' 

24 benefit. 

26 The bill is retroactive to January 1, 1990. 
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