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118th MAINE LEGISLATURE 

SECOND REGULAR SESSION .. 1998 

Legislative Document No. 2172 

S.P.802 In Senate, January 26, 1998 

An Act to Provide for the Licensing of Farmstead Cheese. 

Approved for introduction by a majority of the Legislative Council pursuant to Joint Rule 
203. 

Reference to the Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry suggested and 
ordered printed. 

Presented by Senator GOLDTHW AIT of Hancock. 
Cosponsored by Representative PIEH of Bremen and 

9tg(J~ 
JOY J. O'BRIEN 
Secretary of the Senate 

Senator NUTTING of Androscoggin, Representative: VOLENIK of Brooklin. 

Printed on recycled paper 



Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. 1. 7 MRSA §2901, sub-§8·D is enacted to read: 
4 

.6.::D. FL1]I'IJlttil~ese. "Farmstead cheese" means gQat 
6 cheese that is heat treated. 

8 Sec. 2. 7 MRSA §2904.A is enacted to read: 

10 .s~Jl04-A. Fa.mstead ~t.tj:Uie 

12 1. IDs~tiQn. The department shall inspect the prQcessing 
Q~J)..r1I!s..~a.CLc.b...ee.s~-MtiJlg_the same standards that the de~ment 

14 uses tQ inspect Qther cheese. 

16 2. LabelimlLJi~Dg standa.:uis. The department shall 
!Ul..t.a.blish rul...ruz~r the labeling aOO lice..nil.ng Qf farm-A.~ 

18 ~b~se. Rul~s adQpted pursyant tQ this sectiQn are rQytine 
~chnical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, sybchapter 

20 II-A. 

22 .3. Sale....J_u-tx.i.ct_iQllJi.. Fann.s..tft£.d cheeIHLJn .. ~nl-Y--1L~..QM 
through farmers' markets and farm stands that are licensed 

24 py[syant to [yles adQpted by the department. 

26 
SUMMARY 

28 
This bill requires that the production of farmstead cheese 

30 be licensed. The bill also requires the inspection and labeling 
of the cheese by the Department of Agriculture, FQQd and Rural 

32 Resources. It also provides for the limited sale of the 
product. The bill authorizes the department to establish rules 

34 for the licensing, inspection and labeling of farmstead cheese. 
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