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118th MAINE LEGISLATURE 

SECOND REGULAR SESSION .. 1998 

No. 2142 Legislative Document 

H.P.1520 House of Representatives, January 20, 1998 

An Act to Provide Educators More Authority to Remove Violent 
Students from Educational Settings. 

Approved for introduction by a majority of the Legislative Council pursuant to Joint Rule 
203. 

Reference to the Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs suggested and ordered 
printed. 

tJ.~ 
Presented by Representative GREEN of Monmouth. 
Cosponsored by Representatives: FISHER of Brewer, WATSON of Farmingdale. 

Pri nted on recycled paper 



Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. 1. 20·A MRS A §1001, suba §9, l(A, as enacted by PL 1993, c. 
4 157, §1, is amended to read: 

6 A. Who :i:s---de-1-ib-e-F-a-1;&1-y---di~---e-!'---seliBeFateJ,y 

SiS9FSEH:J,y_ viQ1Q..t~£. the disciplinary polic~ provided 
8 under section 1001-A; 

10 Sec. 2. 20·A MRSA §1001, sub-§9, 1[B, as enacted by PL 1993, c. 
157, §1, is repealed. 

12 
Sec. 3. 20-A MRSA §1001·A is enacted to read: 

14 
§lOOI-A. Disciplinary policy 

16 
.This seili~pp.liit.lL.t,Q the de'L(tlopment ang agoption of a 

18 gistrict-wigt schoQl gisciplinary poliCY. 

20 L-Rolicy devel~.J!t... Each SJ;:l!Q~l;>QQ..rg------iIL...-CQQl2-~(atJ.QJ1 

wi.th administrators, teachers, employees, pupils_~lU:.ents t 

22 ~ommu~ity members and _Qthe~~jv~duals-9~~zations that ~~ 
school bQarg getermines appropriate, shall gevelQP ang ago~ 

24 writ_t~m district-wige sChool -.Jll~dpJinaJ:.Y......J2.Qlicy to est&,lU.i1'ih~ 
lllQcedur!',!s under whiQh a stug13nt may b13 remQyeg fr~ class Qr 

26 act~vity peLi9~ 

28 2. Policy components. The gisciplinary policy ..!IU!.tl 

30 

32 

34 

36 

38 

40 

42 

44 

46 

48 

50 

include, but is not limit13d to, the following components~ 

A. Rules governing student conduct; 

13. Procegures for in.fQ1::mill9-§tudents of _the rules and fox. 
notify-ing a stugent-1ill~_ stugent' s parents org.U..QLQila!LM 
£---'yiolation of those rules and the resultillil~i_sciplinMY 

action: 

h.... __ The~tJlO r i z a tj.QI~.---.9_L_;;L.J:.e acnll..t.-J;L~h,QQJ~ID!Ij,n.,ts tJ;:'9_tQ..L_QX 
.Q.tb_eK_liQhool pe.rsonnel to remov~~.udent fr...om a clas~x. 

gctivity period: 

D. ThE!. provi9iQ.~elating to t.tlLx..eJiQQn.sj,,bi1..ttY-_ll~_?mg 

~.1,1,_~~ __ Q. __ ~~jffiQ_l:!9...Ji be~UilllQyed f rom .. ~l aSL or 
ilctivity-peri®t 

E. The cQnse.g;U.3UI~~.Q..L. viQl§,.t.ions of t~ discipligau 
p.oli.J;Y and the all@...9,.QlSl __ P§.riosl._~.time, nQ.t.-_hQ __ ~'§!_f;!d .. 2 
cl.Q,s.s._.!!J:'Kj.QQ.S_J~!:'Hl.clLYiolation, that a st,ud-.!tnL may-~ 
re~oved from a Glass or activity per~ 
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2 

4 

6 

8 

10 

12 

14 

16 

18 

20 

22 

24 

26 

28 

30 

32 

34 

36 

~hL£-:tQ~LELJSlLJ;,.he~turn Qf a student t~L_~_l£il. 
iXQm which the student was remQved; 

G. The grQunds fQL.llmoval Qf ~~nt frQm a clI;!S.li_or 
activity period. Th~ grounds must include, but are not 
limited tQ, the fQIIQwing: 

(1) W_;i.llful cQnduct that materially and substgnt~ 
disrupts the rights of Qthers tQ gn educgtiQn L 

..L2) Willful cond.1\c..t-.-thaL-.enJ1a~rs schOQ~str ict 
emplQyees~b~~udent, other students or the proper~ 
of the school; and 

L~~illful---Y..iQJation of any rule of. conduct _.liPecified 
jn the disciplinary policy developed by the board: 

R_. _Tb~-P[Q~_e.<l~s~t..£U:mi n.e~p.r_QQ.rjj;'-';,e--..--1Q..r_e.p.c.O_ur.Q,g i_:tl9 
ea.r~invo~vement of the parents or guardians in attempts to 
improve a student's behavior: 

I. The procedures ~termined apprQpriate for encouraging 
early detection of behavioral problems; 

J-L_'_'l'hL...-p-rJ.liie(;lY.BUL_J.1e.1:._(trmined app.I;'QPr~~fQ.LJJ~_t:~.ip-9-----Q, 
stydent in need of special edycation services to those 
services: 

lS_. __ 'I.bJL--£r.OQ.B.dy£e sJ.oI'_ co nS"'!Qer_9 t i QILQi_"?:hEtthe r the r e ~ 
need for furthe~~ssment or a review of the ad~cy of a 
current individual education plan of a student with a 
disability who is removed from cla~ 

J.,_. __ l'lHL __ P (p..s:gQ,u.r.J~JLJ_Qx~t.e_G.tiJJ.9-g..!lJL--2-.(:lQI'~!,tS i n9-~he.rrl..i.c£l 
ab~lems of a .JitJ).dent while on the schQol premises i~ 

M~_. The-------lllQ.c..ed_yHtli! __ fa r __ il!Lmedi ate and apprQ--£riaY 
38iill;;Jli.....v.Jitntio..ns tied t& violatiQruL..Qf the disciplinary policy. 

40 ~OmI2~IDML!'$.~..Y---.i.ce. A school district or a s.k..l;t..QQL---:l;u~_s ___ e..Q 
~ounc_iLlD.a.Y- establish an ombudsman service for students"----Par.entQ. 

42 QniL....§.t_Q.ff. If the~exyice is prQvided, ~usL-~_i£L._of ~J1 
Qdl!Lin.ist!,Q..tQ£. a st.JJM:Q~ __ P_Q.Le1lt and a teacheL,--_ The _ schoQ..l 

44 district or schQQ1-bMed coyncil shall notify stydents, ----parents 
Qnd_ staff of the availalLility of the~§.rvice. The service mlJ1>t 

46 I.:>-rovi~£.QvOQQcy for e:g.forc.ement of the QQ_nduct aJl....Q~.e. 

1?Xpce..Q..1,L1;:.eQ. __ .t9~ii;Lt51 Q,ispu_t~~lat.!;HLJ:o the __ !!!lplem_e.ntation _of 
48 tltl:l disci-Pl..inary palm by the school 12Q..l:J..rd and the goak.......Q~tM . 

. scb-ool in '-!l.Q..intaining an~~y learning environment for all 
50 stud~ 
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2 4. Notifi~oD. of YN1~.».~qb.9'1li9L_._-.E..e.pres!lnt.Qtives~ 
th~~l board and a representative of ~~.Qchin~~L~~_a1~ 

4 gi§. g lJ~~_i§. s u1L!i--L~lQ te Q. tQ_IlO_t i (iQ.Q.tj . .Q1L-Q~~t.ihE~.9..ar d in,g .. _____ Q 

§.tJLOent wiJ:,h Q history of viQl...ru:),t behavior and gny ~Q. for 
6 .intervention service1L- or conflict resolution or training for 

staff prior to that st"oent's placement in a clgssroom. 
8 

5. RH_ie.~L-PQ!ic.Y..!L_ The p.rin.Ci.E..Ql or QJ;hlU'_.P.~r!?_9n 

10 .r~ponsibl~ for tM __ JLtJ!ID2.nL.J1.Q.<i¥_ and SUP-§llvisiop ~f the school 
and representatives of parents,-_ students and staff in a school 

12 building shall confer at least annually to review tb_~ 

!iisciplinary polic~nd aS~.J.>..L.........~h~J;.b...e.L.....1J:l._e-J2QJ,_~has b~JUl 

14 enforced. Each schQ.Q.l....lLQ.Q.Lo~ll cond,u_~n ann"al review of 
the district-wide disciplinary policy. 

16 

18 
SUMMARY 

20 
This bill requires school boards to develop and adopt a 

22 district-wide school disciplinary policy that addresses rules of 
conduct for students, consequences for violations of the rules of 

24 conduct and the grounds and procedures for the removal of a 
student from a class or activity period. It also provides for an 

26 ombudsman service to provide advocacy for the enforcement of the 
disciplinary policy and to mediate disputes regarding the 

28 disciplinary policy. The bill also provides for an annual review 
of the disciplinary policy by the school board and by other 

30 involved parties. 
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