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118th MAINE LEGISLATURE 

SECOND REGULAR SESSION-1998 

Legislative Document No. 2137 

H.P.1515 House of Representatives, January 20,1998 

An Act to Address the Crisis in Access to Dental Care for Low-income 
Children. 

(EMERGENCY) 

Approved for introduction by a majority of the Legislative Council pursuant to Joint Rule 
203. 

Reference to the Committee on Health and Human Services suggested and ordered printed. 

UJ.~ 
Presented by Representative MITCHELL of Portland. 
Cosponsored by Representatives: BRENNAN of Portland, COLWELL of Gardiner, MUSE of 
South Portland. 
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Emergency preamble. Whereas, Acts of the Legislature do not 
2 become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted 

as emergencies; and 
4 

Whereas, children in the State do not have access to dental 
6 services under the Medicaid program at locations close to their 

residences; and 
8 

Whereas, lack of these dental services causes a 
10 deterioration in the health of the children of the State; and 

12 Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts 
create an emergency wi thin the meaning of the Consti tution of 

14 Maine and require the following legislation as immediately 
necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and 

16 safety; now, therefore, 

18 Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 

20 Sec. 1. 22 MRSA §3174.R is enacted to read: 

22 §3114-R. Access to dental services for children under Medicaid 

24 ~.ttf.eXJ::~1?tem. .e~".1y L 1998~Jl!L.gepa..li.!ILe..n..L..s.haJ.l 
~J?.t.ghlj.sh a J;,_Q_l..l-free t~hone referral sys!;..iW'_.~~Ll~JJ;;t. 

26 ~)lilgren in obtaining gental services unger.Megicaig in a timely 
manner in the region of the State in whiclLJ;;,.he childr..e1L..live ..... 

28 The de~~t shall see..lLJ;J}e cooperation of a statewige dentli 
.Q.~Q.c.ia_tion~d.....M1!t.i~.t~_ip the State to enSJJIJLmat an aQ~quate 

30 number of providers are available through the referral system. 

32 1~l~.c~.JLf_o..L...~l!!t~erv.ic~~.~ by Januar:y-L 1999, 
.the. refer.ral system contai~. an insJJ.U..ici.en.t.. .. _n..\!.ID.PJ~..r~_f. __ ruw..tj,Jlt.s. 

34 to provide timely service, the depar.tment shall take othe:r;:._J?t.!U1.s. 
to ensure adequate access to gental services for children, 

36 incluging, but not limited to, enhanceg rei~.JillIent for 
dentists unger a gisproportion~sh!are formula !ang contraill.ng 

38 with gental Clinics or he!alt.h centers to provide CQilgren'& 
gental services. To fung services under this subsection, th~ 

40 depj;l.rtment may use existing_r.esources designated fQJ:'~..ediQ..aig 

reimbursement for dental services ang savings from improving the 
42 geographic availability of dentQ~~v~ 

44 Emergency clause. In view of the emergency cited in the 
preamble, this Act takes effect when approved. 

46 
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SUMMARY 
2 

This bill requires the Department of Human Services to 
4 establish a toll-free telephone referral system for children's 

dental services under the Medicaid program. If an adequate 
6 system is not in place by January 1, 1999, the department is 

required to take additional steps, including, but not limited to, 
8 enhanced reimbursement for dentists and contracting with dental 

clinics or health centers. 
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