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Emergency preamble. Whereas, Acts of the Legislature do not
become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted
as emergencies; and

Whereas, children in the State do not have access to dental
services under the Medicaid program at locations close to their
residences; and

Whereas, lack of these dental services causes a
deterioration in the health of the children of the State; and

Whereas, in the fjudgment of the Legislature, these facts
create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of
Maine and require the following legislation as immediately
necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and
safety; now, therefore,

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 22 MRSA §3174-R is enacted to read:

§3174-R. Access to dental services for children under Medicaid

1. Referral system. By July 1, 1998, the department shall
establish a toll-free telephone referral system to assist
children in obtaining dental services under Medicaid in a timely
manner in the region ¢of the State in which the c¢hildren live.
The department shall seek the cooperation of & statewide dental
association and dentists in the State to ensure that an adequate
number of vi T val le thr h the referral system.

2. Allowances for dental services. If, by January 1, 1999
the referral system contains an insufficient number of dentists
to provid imel rvi h epartment shall take other steps
to ensure adeguate access to dental services for children,
including, hbhut not limited to, enhanced reimbursement for
dentists under a disproportionate share formula and contracting
with dental c¢linics or health centers to provide c¢hildren's
dental rvi . To fund rvice r__thi s ion, the
department may wuse existing resources designated for Medicaid
reimbursement for dental services and savings from improving the
geographic availability of dental services.

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency cited in the
preamble, this Act takes effect when approved.
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SUMMARY

This bill requires the Department of Human Services to
establish a toll-free telephone referral system for children's
dental services under the Medicaid program. If an adequate
system 1is not in place by January 1, 1999, the department is
required to take additional steps, including, but not limited to,
enhanced reimbursement for dentists and contracting with dental
c¢linics or health centers.
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