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An Act to Ensure Access to Confidential Records.
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 5§ MRSA §244-C is enacted to read:

§244-C. Access to confidential records

1, Definitions. As__used _in this chapter., unless the
context ggherw1§e indicates, the following terms have the
Q QWl_I_}g me ﬂl} g§ Py

A. '"Department" means the Department of Audit,

B. "Audit working paper" means all documentary and other
information prepared or mglngg;ggd by the department during
the conduct of an audit or nvestigation, 1nglgg; ng all

intr n i r n mmuni ion rel an

audit or investigation and includes draft rgggugg or _any

rei £ raf rt.

2.  Information available to the department. All

information in i £f any d rtment mmission nc

QIANE

of f ici al dut lﬁdWWJl nesi__b:z:

the department during the c¢ourse of it inv igation
MQ_LLI.S_.QQQLLQQQML_Q_‘;hg_..s_ame_,ngeQt_tlllLinf o rma!:i on_would be
onsider onfidential b he departmen commission or n

providin he information.

3. Confidentiality of audit working pepers. All audit
working. papers relating to any audit or investigation are

confidential pending release of the final audit or investigation
report, Ex ggp; as provided under subsection 2, audit working
r ic r T he release he final audit

or inve ion r r

4. Exceptions, Notwithstandin ng subsection 3, durlng _the

ndenc n i r investi audit workin rs ma
be disclosed under the following girggms;gnggg;

A. By a department employee designated by the State Auditor
when, and to the extent necessary. that disclosure

facili n i r in i ion:

B. To _other state or federal agencies as determined
nece h Auditor further n it

in i ion;:
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'« _When the State Auditor determines that con fldggtlgllgy

is no longer warranted due to general public knowledge
the circumstances surrounding an audit or investigation gnd

when the audit or investigation would not be prejudiced by

the disclosure; or

D. To_ _the department, commission or agency audited or
investigated upon that department, commission or agency's
reguest if, in the sole discreti £ the te Auditor. it
is_determined that disclosure would not prejudice the audit

SUMMARY

This bill allows certain documentary and other information
in the files of a department, commission or agency of the State
to be obtained by the Department of Audit during the course of an
audit or investigation by the department. It also provides for
the confidentiality of certain audit working papers and clarifies
the circumstances in which audit working papers may be disclosed.
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