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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. 1. 1 MRS A c. 14 is enacted to read: 
4 

.c.~R 14 
6 ELECTROHIC ACCESS TO PUBLIC INFO~ 

8 §531. SbQrt title 

10 

12 

'Ilt.iJ;;. __ .c...b.~P:t.~Lmay._p_Llu1Q~nd citeg ~he "Inf~+ME PwliJ;~ 
Information Access Act." 

14 §532. Def~~ 

16 As __ ~d in this ch~2ter, un~~s the context otherwise 
indicates. the following terms have the following meanings. 

18 
.lJL __ B~i'1.rd,,-~6Q~-ffi!i.tilns~e InforME Board es~ablished in 

20 section 534, 

22 2. DSltB cUliitodicm. "Data custQdian" means any Qranch. 
5!.gengy or instrumentality Qt: State Goyernment or any ~ 

24 iDstrumentallty of a political subgivislQn Q! the State tb£:t. 
gathers, stores or generates public informa~ 

26 
3. I~rME. "InfQrME'':'-IDea1L~];J.~Jit_eI!l~rQugh whiQ).~ 

28 State eleQYonically provides pUQlic information, a~...c...eJ:;L-.tQ 

£Mblic information and premium services tQ individ~ 

30 busjnesses and other entities. 

32 3. liJ1tt~x.k.._mM~qf',t{'_. "Network manager" means t~pl'.!LSOn 

under contract tQ carry out the d]J.ties descdbed in section 535. 
34 

4. Pr~l!:Iium ~kl;Lfi. "Premium services" means Inf.orME 
36serv.i.csu~ _____ that aLe available only to sulLscriQers. Premium, 

services include, but are not lim~Jid to, the enhancemSLnt of 
38 .i.n19rmaUon ~_~her~is~Y.ailable through InforME for the 

st9tutory fee or at nQ charge. 
40 

42 

44 

46 

48 

50 

5.... Pw,_Uc i~...f2rmBtiQ.n. "PMblic infQrmation" means--.fillY 
information thot is: 

A. S!;;9Jeg, gathered or generate.d..jn gigitized form by a 
~ta custogian: and 

B. Eit,heLt 

~~ublic record under section 402, subs~t,ion ~~ 
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(2) Otherwise expressly authorized to be released as 
2 specified by law. 

4 '§. __ S:t.WJ;g;i:b.e..~_,,--~_ILQ£g .. ~ibeX~_IJ).e..a~ .. !;i_~rson wttQ-L-in 
~J~ chaJ),g.e.J9~.2_t!;1 .. JL_IL~alUj.9llru;L_IJ.n.ge r sec t i on 534, sub sec t ion 5..L 

6 paragraph F, receives premium services. 

8 1_- Uur association. ".lI.§..e.r association" m§till.S. .an 
.ru;sociation; 

10 
A. Wh~JJl!~.mR.e .. ~ .. sJ}ip-is identifiable by r.e.gular P&,Y.ment of 

12 association dues and regularly maintained membership li~ 

14 B. Tllilt is (.e.gistered with the. State or is a Maine 
corporation; and 

16 
C. That exists for the p .. IJ.JP~e of advancing the common 

18 ~upation or profession of its membership. 

20 §a3. Info"ME establ;il!hed; purpose...§ 

22 .In.~QJ:""..!JI..a.tjQ~L..F..e..S.Q.ur~Q.L....M..a.i.ne, referred to as "InforMEr" is 
established with the following purposes: 

24 

..l~ .. le...c.Yml..l~.a.tel(ay. To serve as a &~ .. lf-s.JJ.p..p.Q..LtilliJ~..Q 
26 co_st-efj;~tlron~ateway to provide ang enhance accefi!...6. 

t..9-.......tb..5L£!&.te. .. ~:@ljc information for ingiyi.ID.!gls, businesses aru;1 
28 oth..e..I ~ntities; 

30 h Rat,ional, l!tandA~g,ized, compreh,...~~!i.iye services. To 
pXnO v ino.JL-xlii.9n~_sJ&n..o.argi.1L~~Ji......._C.9..!J1P..r..e.hens.i v~~~'y_~.9 __ Q~ 

32 gpablin.9...... universal cO .. ntinuous access to accurate, current public 
infor_lTI...ation that may be searched to suit the user's own 

34 purposes. These services include, at a m~n~mwm, providing 
s t...an.QpJdi zed acce.s..~to cus tomi..~_e.Q.....~abases, data culi..t.Q9......i..a!!.s.. 

36 .o.atq~ .. L.2nd links to other informgtj_Qu sources; 

38 ~_. __ .. f;....l.~tDm~ transactions. To conguct .. electronic 
transactions; 

40 
~l..12~fQ~M,~<UL..$l...9....tm.qs..ru;:tLmj..§i~iQD. To allow e.ach S!&..t&. 

42 .agJ!ncy tQJQc..y~..Q1lJJ; .. s core mission by autl:1orizing InforME to 
disseminate electronically the public information within the 

44 .. custOgy of thQLag.e..n..c.,Y.l.. 

46 5. C~.t,ly i.mprov~CS;:.ruili-..and utility. To constantly 
imE..!'.ove access to a..l;ld the utility of the public inforl1!.$!UQn 

48 available through Infor~y exploring ang, where appl'opriate,_ 
implementil~_ ways........hQl.. 

50 
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2 

4 

6 

8 

10 

12 

A. Expand the amount and kind of public information 
ayailable free of charge; 

6 __ . _lp'.GX~.!:!(L.t.h"LJJtiJ.j,.tY._QL_the.-PJLbl i~I!t.Q.Ll)Jj~.t.iQ:!LIU"-.ID[j.ded 
and the form in which it is provided; 

'<:;'.' Expan~the base of users who access the public 
informatiQn; and 

.D. ImJ;tLQ.ye indiYi!;lua.1 and busines...s access to pu:Q.l.iQ 
infQrmat..iQn through improvements in technology: 

.~.~._J~~y.;[~.cY-2t:~f_QKm~t.j,2~1' __ ':,[Q_1lJ;:Q.y.i.Q._~ __ QPPQxt uoi ti €1.9._fQX 

14 j~!9ivlQ~~s, busine~~es and other en~ities tQ review public 
.informat.iQ!L_(Q..r........ac.QJilA~..!lJ:Lj;o indicate to the data custodian 

16 when correctiQns may be appropriate; 

18 7. Info~J!.tMm.~g»g!lj,t. To provide a me...Q..hanism for the 

20 

22 

24 

26 

£uthorized transfer Qf nonpublic inf~t.iQnL 

8. Privat~~Ji~ partnerships and 
.cQQP.eX«lt.ion. To promote opportunities for 
partnerships and interagency cooperatiQn; ang 

il\t.~:(~ge..J!~-Y 
private-public 

9. IDllo~i.Ye \l~~S of int'9rm~tjJ~_n. To provige 
opportunities for innoYative uses of public information. 

28 SS34. In~~~d 

30 ~~e:t~h.iJ!,,- The InfQ.r.MLIlQard, as established In Title 
J?~ect..iQn 12004~G.L subsection 3.Q..:-~ consi.~.t..s of 13 voting 

32 members and 2 nonvoting, agvisory members as follows: 

34 

36 

38 

40 

42 

44 

46 

48 

50 

A. The Secretary of State or the Secretary of State's 
designee: 

.5._, _.1]11;:.~LEL-.I!le..mb.e.~wh.Q._qr~hi~xe._qJJ,tive of:U_Gers Q_f 
agencies of the executive ..l.:!xi!.:o,ch that are mQjQr data 
~~ian§L--whQ are ap~i!Lteg by the Governor and who serve 
~he pleasure of the GovernQr, or their designees: 

c. A representatiye of each of th~~ing: 

.u~.'Ih.e University of Maine Sy.stem, appointeg by-the 

.Ghancellor; 

~ ) A S. t a.t..ID{.,LQ~SJiQQiat ion oL..Jnunj, c .i,pgl i t..i§...s. L 

g."ppQjnte.Q._bY.-t_he GQye.rnor frQm nominationL.!llitOJLDy the 
assQciation's governing body: 
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2 

4 

6 

8 

10 

12 

14 

16 

18 

20 

22 

24 

26 

28 

30 

32 

34 

36 

JJ.L_.NonQLQ.t:1L_Q.X use r QX9illl~i..Qn.s __ Q&vanci:Qg 
.dti£e.ll~ights of access to information, apl.lQinted by 
the Governor: and 

L1J __ A __ .li.t.9.J;~wi.de~Q.ci.Q.tJQn of public librariarUiL 
appointed by the Governor from nominations made by the 
pssociation's governing_~L 

l'ne._!;..-;u;m for ITI.embers appointruL..ILlJ.UiJl..a..n.t to this paragraph is 
.3 years; 

~.l.'!1r~!]1..!ml);te.il_:[rom user associations of a !2t§.j;~l'1j,g.e. 

~1:laJ;:_Qg~.i.!PPQ.inted by the Govern.Qr. Af!;;ll. the initial 
.§,~t..IIle.nts, the Governor. sMJ~~int user ~HHi~tion 

members frQlIL~.li.~--11O..L.....l.!3s~--.t.han 6 user associat.io.n 
X!3pre..seJlt..atives compiled by the board. No 2 members 
§.ppointed ~~ant to this ~ra~may represent the same 
JJ.S~_~~J.l,t.j,Q.n. The ~ml?~r the m.e.!!llllrr.s appo~ 
llurs~.---to this PQX~ll are for a period of 3 years, 
.exc.e-p_L.initially, when terms are for one t 2 ang 3 years 
resp.l3 c tive1y: 

E. The Direc.tor of the Buraau.-2L Informatl.m.! 
withi~h~~e.J,l~ment of Agministrative ang 
Services o~ the girector's designeeL 

Service!i 
Finii.~ 

L_ .. J'he~Q,te Li.l:U:.ru:_i9..p.......Qr the ~5LLi.brq£.ia.~esignee:. 

_G_. _A-.£e.J,l£.eJ>ent;Q,ti V8_0 f _tl]._~e_mp.e r ship o~.t.afL-o_Lth~ 

Judici~epartment, app.o...inted by the Chief Justice o_f th!il. 
SUPLeme Judicial Court~o serves as a nonv~g member; and 

lh._..:r~hl..fl..i._~~.e.c.M.t.i_Y..e.~.:[ficer or gesigllile of thLP-d.Yat~ 

entity~nder contract as the network manager whQ serves as a 
nQ.nYQt;ing member '. 

b._Jllemb.ex_.Y'ho -.9.J;Hi.igMt..elL .. _aRQ.t.h..e.~!tl.s..Q1LS...9_r:i~XYL..QLL . ..t..hf.L_bQ!;;!.r.J.i~ 
38 th.at membE1~~.ill..9ruHL.~11_.p-(.pviQ.~r .tt..ten-.llQ.ticliL_t&.the board 

staff of the name and title of the gesignee. 
40 

AJ?p.QiJIJ~ill9-_aJ!_t.l!9Lj,J.i~§.._.§Jla.lL._mg.~.thei_~pp.Q,i.n.tm.~,9tLQ,ruL..prQ"-i_(t~ 
42 't!.Ij,J;;,J~.lliL.nQ..t.iQsLQLthe appoint.ments to the board st!;;!ff no lattl 

than September 1, 1998. 
44 

2_. __ ~.Q~.:r..d._C;:.4i;?,.i.~. __ .J'.h~L_Q~£~shall annually_g.p.P2-i~:Q!:l. 

46 m~mbe~ the boarg a.s chair. 

48 ~taff. 'rh~ep.a.}:'tment of Adminis~tive and FiruLnJ;.ial 
.l:Le.rviG~S, Bureay' of Information Service!2 sh~J:.Q.vide staff to 

50 .t.h~.~ 
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2 _fJ __ ~Qnw\; __ ~.cj;,ion--,,~J~Y~Qtj,J11J-!1le.!Il~_~ __ !ll.-.t.h~bQ..ard 
constitute a qUQD!!n. The affirmative vote of 7 members is 

4 ne_celi§Qn'--.fQI'-ll,fiY-..ru:tiQ1Lt£k.e1L.lu-~lLQard. A vacq,ncy in tpe 
membership _ of the bO~~IlO...t._j,IDP_Q,ir_the.....Jight of ~Qrum to 

6 exercise all the power§ and perfQrm the duties of the bQard. The 
boar.lL~~§....~g~C..9_u,J§lrl't:g.gj._:q_9--a,pg other t_echnolQg,te~ 

8 ~onduct its business, but is nQt exempt frQm chapter 13, 
subchapter I. 

10 

12 

14 

16 

18 

20 

22 

24 

26 

28 

30 

32 

34 

36 

38 

40 

42 

44 

46 

48 

50 

5. DJ.Iti_~_6..-----1'pe boargshall: 

A_. Carry out tillL.pJil'~ of InforME a§ prQviged in secllin 
533; 

B. Appro\1:e_tJle criteria and sj;lecifications fru---.-9-1le..tJ.mJ;:k 
!TIQ.n.agJ;l~IllL_1_t.s--.d.utieJLnd~,lQI;t~by the Director of toe 
Bureau of Info~ion Services within the Department of 
Administratiye ang Financial Services: 

C. Approve the contract with the network manager: 

D. E§tablish InfQrME policies and perfQrmance criteria and 
review and approve strategic -p~~hID~ed by the network 
managell 

E, A§ses§ the performance of the network manager: 

f_. ___ A~~~remium services offe~ 

~-,--__ Rev if,tw __ ~ey~ul)Je~~lQ_e]l;peJl~i.t ur e s __ ..aX!d ____ g,PP.£QY!;L_E.J:_em,1.1,l.ffi 
services fe!itiL and fee scl.u~9.ule~-.t.~-.l_evied by th~ ne~rt 
!Il.1;m..ager. The bQj;;!;(.Q._I!J£l.--Y establisp fee schedules that incluCLe. 
~ch.aIge for de§ignateg service§ fQr one or mQre specifieg 
tl~s Qf ustl§-L 

11) Fee~~t be sufficient to maintain, gevelQP, 
Qperate ang expang InforME Qn_a cQntinuing basis. 

L~J_J' e_eJ;:_!.Q.L...P_xe!TLi~l1L_.s_f,t~Jl1cJ!.Ji._llt1J.:;;~J;?J;Lll.a§QnabJ~b ut 
sufficient to §)Jpport the maximum amQ)Jnt of infQrmation 
ang services prQvided at no charge. 

_L.3~X_ee.s ___ rn1,l.§~e_Ju!..Kf i <;;J_e~-p~s \l,I~~£tL--t..9_.J;J:Le. 
~_~ossible, gata custodians dQ nQt suffer loss o( 
.I~JHL_from_ sourc~h~.aLe~~rOVeg or authorh:€d 
by law due tQ the operations of InfQrME. 

_L~1 __ E:~e.s __ 1JU!.liLJL~suffici.!illt tQ en§..1,l.re tDQ.~tj! 

mlli_t9~:g,S are r.J;Limburseg fQr the actual cQsts of 
providin<;LQ.~o InforME, 
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2 

4 

6 

8 

10 

12 

14 

16 

.L5) Fee~ must be sufficient to meet the expenses of 
t~board; 

H._, __ Q.~LyeJ,Q1L.anQ __ impJ .. .e[T1ent a mechanimIL_~r~ve dispJJ.tM. 
..involving the network manager and data custodians, users or 
subscribers; 

l_. __ ~p£~ove interagency agreements that affect 
services: 

premium 

.J L_A-PJ2XP3e s_~ryice lesll .. g-9JJ:'Lemen.tL~tweJ~ILQ9ta cUI;;j;.0<;l]'.9A!i 
and the network manager, except that. agreements bet.ween. th..e. 
legis~~ve or j~iQial branches and t.he net.work manager do 
not require approvalL-£nd 

K. Adopt rules pursuant to the Maine Administrative 
18 ProcedUre Act to carry out this chapter. Rules adop~ 

lmrsuant to this paragrgph are routine technical rules as 
20 define~n Title 5, c~~~subchapter II-A. 

22 ~_. __ ~t~ggs. The ~axd shall meet at the call of the chair 
but not less than quarterly. 

24 

T_" ___ J;;Qmp_ep.~at.iQ};l,_. __ ~Q]~.x_d __ m~m};:ler s ar3! enti tl esL-~ 
26 compensa~pursuallt t~itle 5L-£.~r 379. 

28 S_~35. InfQrME network manager; contract terms and duties 

30 h __ Cri tex_i~~d sp~cificatiQ!!'!;';.~P..t~.~ct termg;. The 
~irector of the Bureau of Information Services within the 

32 Department of Administrative and Financial ~ervic~s, in 
consultation with the board, ~all develop criteri~~ 

34 pJ?ecificatiQJ!§.-.fQr a network manager and its duties. __ 'rhe 
director shall develop and release a request fo~roposal to 

36 solicit. };:lids from privat.e entities to serve afo the network 
manager. The director shall develop the terms and conditions of 

38 thS!.. cop-tract, which---1!Jill!t incluQe at least the following: 

40 b--,-__ :P'!U~.J?e..t.11j~.l--.l,L~nsin9--_~.t._he board of software and~.e£ 
intellectual property deyeloped by the net.work manager for 

42 use by InforME: and 

44 Ji. __ .. E.r.QQ.ed U.L~s. ___ e nli uJ:' ip--9 ___ tpat e xe Q.U.tJy_e __ Q ranch anQ 
semjautonomou~j&.te ag.e.ncies comply with the standards and 

46 policies adopted by the Information Service~icy Board. 

48 ~~work manager duties. The network manager shall: 

Page 6-LR3273(1) 



2 

4 

6 

8 

10 

12 

14 

16 

18 

20 

22 

24 

26 

28 

30 

32 

34 

36 

38 

40 

42 

44 

46 

48 

50 

b'-------s.~~s an agent of the ~t&,te in carrying out the 
purposes of InforME: 

.lL __ Pi,x,es:t and s.\.J.J?~_ryise the day-to-day ope,:[.Qhi91}S~ng 
expansion of InforME, in~ing the initial phase Qi 
operations necessary to make InJ:orME QQerationalt 

C. Attend meetings of ~QQ9rd; 

12_._12ePJ;>.si-L~!19 __ ,Q.jsJ~JJ:[(HiL~Un~!;L!ll.r~ by t~bQard a.p~ 

service leve~!Lements; 

E. Keep a recQrd of all operatiops of Infod1E_..JID~iJ~j;.ai:q 
and be a c~..p.1.LJ2LJi..lL_financiaL.artd Qperaj:.iQn~QQ~L 

documents and pgpjUji filed witlL-InfQrME. ThE! rf:lt:ords of 
InfOJ,'ME; are j:.he property Qf t~.board, Aot thE! ~work 
manager; 

F, De.y:e..lQp cha.rg..e..s~_r the servj.J;;.es p.rQy,i.OJ't,d __ t,Q 

~~~scribers, which must meet the provisiQns of section 534 L 

subsection ~--p-aragraph F; 

G. DevelQP and reQularly upd~.l.p--.CQ.Q~tion wi:th~ 
data custodians. a draft ~t,aj:.e.g~~~tan~ In[QrME !Q.r 
~eJ!.t..QJ~.ion tQ the b9~.!l.---'J'be draft musLJ",nclude p,r.Q,QQ,~ 

measurable p~mance ~eria~ 

~~.e.p.Q£L.tQ_the bQ..i,~.rd on a periodic basj,JL_~l:]..ceX1}jm;J 

potential new data Q,.nd services and related redat:tin.9- issues t 

_I_. __ Se~Qv..i.(;~.!L_.trom the--.iJ.eneral -n..u~ subscriberh 
QL9fessional_ruH'iOciation1L-.9.~ademic gUiltpS and instit.!J.tj,OIlS 
and individuals with knowl,e..Q.Q.!L of and interest in ar,eas of 
networking, electrOQ~ail, public informatiQ~~g~ 

gateW1Y.-ssu;:yiges, add·-on services Ji.~electronic filing o( 
information; an~ 

J........_E:qslJ_re_tb_a,~.t,i{'Lent.J._al irrt'or!l1..Q...tJon is not disglQS~_by 
the ne._t wo rLJn,a,~r wi tho u t the eXm:.ruHL...p u tho ri z a t,.i_Q..n 0 f __ t..lL~ 
data custQdian. 

3. PQwers. The netw.QX.]Lmanager mall 

h-~eg9J;,i,Q..tS!_,_aD51_ent,e_r into CQJ]' t r a_Q.t_lL-.f~ e s s i onal 
consulting, research and other services; and 

B. f&Y~J;_G~§...L-t9---..C.9_ruidentip.l infor!Jlg,J;,J,oA_iJ it is 
~_c e s..s.gIY-tQ......J;-P_L~Y-o_~hsL_g)Jt.ig s 0 C..t.l}sL_.Jle.1:Jo!,Q.r_LJJlQ...IlQ9~X_.Q:[ 

the pur~~_of InforME. The network manager is ~bject to 
the s~ne limitations and penalties as a gata custodian 
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concerning the use and disclosure of confidential 
2 information. 

( 

4 §5~J;_._JlJ..~~~~..9ftL..ml~ata cust.ruli~IIi.IWnsibilities 

6 1. Voluntary cooperation. All data custodians may 
YQllJ.QtQxj..;I,Y~Q.oPJtrQte_1'!it)l,_t.J:.1.e--1.leJ~_w.:(;g:J{ manager in proyiQing 

8 ]2...1J.bl.i,c information, access to public information and assistance 
9S may~e req~~d for~i~g InforME's plJrposes. 

10 
~~ __ Q"pliG..~tiQ.P.........2f __ pr~m,-il1~ILperyi_G..e~E.Ke.c lJti ve br anch and 

12 9.e!1l.i.autonOlD.QJJ,S state agencies may not provide services that. 
Q.JJJ?_:ti.c.ate---p-reIDi1lJJl~ryice!L offered by InforME excep~ 

14 authorized by the board. 

16 .J~_..s~r~ice lev~qE:e.e.rne;Q.t~. Services a!l.p. infor.ID_aU..Q!LJ;,Q 
l:1_e_provid_ed by a data custoc;l_.i~lL....Q.I~_g9ve.UlJ~Ji. by service level 

18 ggreem~_....!leJ:.ween the netwQ.J.J\: manager an!Lthe data custodign . 

20 

22 

24 

26 

28 

30 

32 

34 

.1-,, __ :Qa,t.~ __ custQdian responsibilities. Data custodians are 
res.ponsible for: 

A. Ensuring th~the public information is accurate, 
complete and current; 

B. Updating....J;.h.!L.S..Qur;:.Qg. data bases following verification of 
~-9gested corrections that users send to InforME; 

k'--Lge.nU:(yJ,P-9_h..9_w_an..d __ frQ.!D..........Whom the information was 
acquired by the data custodian~nQ. 

P-,-___ PiQyigjrrg __ rei;HiQDgbl!'l safeguar;:gs to prQtect 
confidentiglity to the level reqlJired by law. 

5. I_D~o_t:ME_:Q.ej;:WQrt....Jnanilger responsibilities. The network 
36 ID..9n.ager is responsible for: 

38 

40 

42 

44 

46 

48 

50 

A. Transmitting~roviding access to public informgtionL 

E..... I;' £9_vigi nq __ r;:e.gs Qna);> le ___ ----.S a.[egJJa..I...Qs __ t;.~.12rO te c t 
~nfidentiality to the level required by law; and 

£:L--1'...r;:..oyigj..ng notices gnd disclaimers that incllJde at least 
the follQwing: 

11) How to address concerns if the public information 
a1212ears ~~~~rate; and 

J~'l'hgt Infor.J1E as§umes no role t:or monitoring .J~.b..§. 

infQrlnation content to getermine if it is gcclJrate, 
complete or ClJrrent. 
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2 .6. Red~ting~~-" Wh€!IL.-geveloping ne~stems, a dgta 
custodian shall consult with the network manager regarding 

4 Qurr~nt practices for efficiently reg~ing data. 

6 l_~u.~:li.l...iJner. If the netw:ork managflL......P..r.Q.Yj.de.fL.._.puoJiQ 
i.llhQrmation th~-,L~tQ.red, .ga.thli.ed or g~a..t.f,-~b~M 

8 l~islative b..r.gnch, then the network manager shall include the 
following disclaimer; 

10 

12 

14 

16 

Thi~qgt.a was compiled from information made public by the 
legislative branch. 

The d.i~cla.imer is llot req.1Ji.xed if the information is 
p.\lrSJJ.gDt_......tL.iL .. C.9.J}tract between the network mana~r 

Legislative Council. 

P.il,l,UH:.€!Q. 
and the 

18 §S37. Financial requirements 

20 .l~Jm..<1i...Il9.~nforME is self-supporting. GeDeraLfJJ.lliL.....Q..r. 
Qther stat.e funds may not be used for start-up costs. Revenue~ 

22 generated through fees or surcharg~~~%~mi.1Jm services pgid by 
subscribers and from money, goods or in-kind services donated or 

24 .Q.warded from non-General Fund sources to carry out the PJJrposes 
of this ACt. 

26 

2. Fiscal year. InforME's fiscal year begins July 1st and 
28 ends on JJJne 30th of t.he next yea~. 

3 0 .3 . .L............~Li,iu!:li, t~hfL.ne.txo r k....J!lallil9.e . .r~hall......£].lJ:>l}ll .. LtQ_.the. 
1;.Qm..missiQner of Administrative and Financial Servic~s within 120 

32 days aftru:'.......J.;,he Glose of In{orME' s fiscal year InforME' s annu..a1 
finarlcial ~port and audit certified lJY-_2-.Q. inde~nc1ent cert.i..f.ieq 

34 public aCkQYntant, who may b~he a~~tant or a member of the 
iJrm of accountant§ who re.gJ!.larly audit the book..£.. and accQ.\lnt~i 

36 the network manager, selected by the network manager. The audit 
iJlformation forwarded_~Y--t.he .D.etwQrk manager to the. cOITUJJi.l?l?i.Q.Der. 

38 must include byt is not limited to the audited financial 
§..t.£.hements, guditor opiniQns. reports~n internal CQnliQ.1L 

40 fJnding§ and recQmmendatiQns and management l~tters. InforME is 
subject tQ any fJJrther audit and review determined neces§ary by 

42 the GoyernQr or the L~lative Council after furnishing 
reasonable notice to the netwQrk manager. 

44 
i~38. Copyrights. licenGiA~.s!;rictions and confidentiality: 

46 

J. ____ .Inf.Q.nn~.tiQ..n_._T.he--.i.DiQ);·mation devel.o.p..e.Q._QY-..th~ne.t.WQr~ 

48 !Jl..Q.Jl,Qger f..Q.LIniqxl1lL...gnd public informati.Qn.-ID.ac1.e. available tlu;:_QJJ9h 
InforME i§ owned by the PJJblic. and copyright or licensing 
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reJit.r..~ti..Q1tLJ!ta..Y..-.....1l-Q.t...._..ruLfi~~J;JL this information by the boar~ 
2 the network manager or data custodi~ 

4 Z~'U.stq~_,f lletW2~k mi,p.u~ge_:r;~~(act that in;(QnnatJon 
is iJl __ the~tody of the network manager does not by itself make 

6 that information a public recQrd. 

8 J_~J;1-ber records. Records ~at contain inform~Ql! 

relating to tl1e identity of a subscriper J;:~ive to---.t.h~ 

10 subscriber's use of InforME services are con{j~ential. Th~~~ 

records may only be released with the express written permissio~ 
12 of the subscriper involved or pursuant to a court order ,_ 

14 Sec. 2. 5 MRSA §1886, sub-§6-A is enacted to read: 

16 _6=~L--_tl!torME ~e_s2(,nl~ilt.i.l,itie!i_. __ ']~lttL.Q,i.r.es;J;,QLJll9.,'L~eXY~_QJi 

18 

20 

22 

24 

26 

28 

30 

32 

the contracting authority under Title L chapter 14, 
provide staff to the InforME b~ established in 
chapter 14. 

and shall 
Title L 

Sec. 3. 5 MRSA §12004-G, sub-§30-A is enacted to read: 

30-A. 
Public 
J~formati~ 

lnfo_~M~ 

~ 

L!_~qi_fi ta t i ve 
Per Diem 
sm~L~_l!:p_\Ln Sl'tfi 
kQL Votj,ng 
Members 

SUMMARY 

1 MR~ 
~ 

This bill creates a new state syst.em t.o provide electronic 
34 access to public information. The system is named the 

Information Resource of Maine and known as "InforME." The main 
36 purpose of InforME is to ensure freedom of access to the State's 

public records that are stored in electronic form. InforME makes 
38 that access as easy as possible by maintaining a single internet 

si te, an "electronic gateway," to which individuals, businesses 
40 and other entities can turn to retrieve that information. 

InforME is administered by a public-private partnership that is 
42 self-supporting, requiring no General Fund appropriations. 

InforME has the capability to provide access to all public 
44 information in electronic form within the custody of all state 

agencies and instrumentalities, including the judicial and 
46 legislative branches, as well as, providing opportunities for 

other public entities and nonprofit organizations, such as 
48 municipalities and libraries and schools, to make their public 

records available through the same site. 
50 

Page lO-LR3273(1) 



2 

4 

InforME 
State data 
information. 

is governed by a board 
custodians and public and 

that is made up of major 
private users of public 

The term "public information" is defined to include 
6 information that is a public record under the Freedom of Access 

laws. It also includes information that does not fall into the 
8 category of public record but which is otherwise expressly 

authorized to be released as specified in law. An example is 
10 drivers' records that the Department of the Secretary of State is 

authorized by law to share electronically with insurance 
12 providers. The release of the ip.formation must be as specified 

in the law, and disclosure to anyone else is prohibited. 
14 
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