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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. 1. 29·A MRSA §1256, sub-§l, as enacted by PL 1993, c. 
4 683, Pt. A, §2 and affected by Pt. B, §5, is amended to read: 

6 1. Educational need. A person seeking to qualify for a 
special restricted license based on educational need must file an 

8 application. If the applicant qualifies under paragraph A, after 
passing an examination for operation of a motor vehicle as 

10 provided in section l301 L a special restricted license must be 
issued to the applicant. A-pe~£ea-whe-~~~~-~-~~-ef-±e 

12 aRQ-~~-~-~&-~e~~4~eQ-~~~let~-a-Q~4ve~-~~~~~~~-te 

14 

16 

18 

20 

22 

24 

26 

28 

30 

32 

34 

36 

38 

~~a±i~y-~e~-a-~est~ietea-±ieeRse-aasea-eR-ea~eatieRa±-ReeaT 

A. An application must include: 

(1) A signed notarized statement from the applicant 
and the applicant's parent or guardian that: 

(a) No readily available alternative means of 
transportation exists; and 

(b) Use of a motor vehicle is necessary for 
transportation to and from a public secondary 
school, a private secondary school approved for 
attendance purposes by the Commissioner of 
Education or an applied technology center or 
region that the applicant is attending; 

(2) A verification of school attendance; and 

(3) A statement by the principal of the school of the 
lack of a readily available alternative means of 
transportation. 

B. This license only authorizes the holder to operate a 
motor vehicle betwe~n the holder's residence and school. 

Sec. 2. 29-A MRSA §1304, sub-§l, ~E, as enacted by PL 1993, c. 
40 683, Pt. A, §2 and affected by Pt. B, §5, is amended to read: 

42 E. Unless the permittee is operating a motorcycle or 
motor-driven cycle, the permit requires the permittee to be 

44 accompanied by a licensed operator who: 

46 (1) Has at-~ea£~-~~-~-~~~~~~-e~peFieRee ~~ 
valid license for 2 consecutive years; 

48 
(2) Is at least ±8 20 years of age; and 

50 
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(3) Is occupying a seat beside the driver. 

Sec. 3. 29-A MRSA §1304, sub-§l, 1[H is enacted to read: 

H.!. __ lL-J2ers..Qn under 2Ln-QJ3i of age may no~pply f~ 
licenslL. until 3 months after the date of issue QL-IDl 
~:g,ILtJ:'~tion permit, and th~rmittee must complete a 
minimum of 35 hours of driving, including 5 hours of night 
~ivin9' while accompanied by a parent, guardian or licensed 
!triv~t leaJ?t.. 20 years o~. The accompanying li~en!,i~q 

9.river shall cer:~~QEL!!-ermitteJ~~:s driving time on a form 
prescribed by the Secretary of State. 

14 Sec. 4. 29-A MRSA §1351, sub-§l, as enacted by PL 1993, c. 
683, Pt. A, §2 and affected by Pt. B, §5, is amended to read: 

16 
1. Driver education required for certain minors. Except to 

18 operate a moped only, a license· may not be issued to a person 
under ~+ 18 years of age unless that person presents a 

20 certificate of successful completion of an approved driver 
education course and examination. 

22 
Sec. 5. 29·A MRSA §2081. sub-§4, ,A, as enacted by PL 1993, c. 

24 683, Pt. A, §2 and affected by Pt. B, §5, is amended to read: 

26 A. ±Re Unles~he vehicle is o~rat~~y a person under 21 
y-.eJ:it:.s. of age, th.J;l requirements do not apply to a passenger 

28 over one year of age when the number of passengers exceeds 
the vehicle seating capacity and all of the seat belts are 

30 in use. 

32 Sec. 6. 29-A MRSA §24U, sub-§5, 1[A, as repealed and replaced 

34 

36 

38 

40 

42 

44 

46 

48 

50 

by PL 1995, c. 368, Pt. AAA, §8, is amended to read: 

A. For a person having no previous QUI offenses within a 
10-year period: 

(1) A fine of not less than $400, except that if the 
person failed to submit to a test, a fine of not less 
than $500; 

(2) A court-ordered suspension of a driver's license 
for a period of 90 days; and 

(3) A period of incarceration as follows: 

(a) Not less than 48 hours when the person: 

(i) Was tested as having a blood-alcohol 
level of 0.15% or more; 
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(ii ) Was exceeding the speed limit by 30 
miles per hour or more; 

(iii ) Eluded or attempted to elude an 
officer; or 

(iv) Was operating with a passenger under ±9 
£1 years of age; and 

(b) Not less than 96 hours when the person failed 
to submit to a test at the request of a law 
enforcement officer; 

Sec. 7. 29·A MRSA §24U, sub-§S, 1[E, as repealed and replaced 
16 by PL 1995, c. 368, Pt. AAA, §8, is amended to read: 

18 E. If a law enforr.ement officer failed to provide the 
warnings required by section 2521, subsection 3, the 

20 increase in minimum penalties required because of a refusal 
to submit to a test is not mandatory; ana 

22 
Sec. 8. 29·A MRSA §2411, sub-§5, 1[F, as enacted by PL 1995, c. 

24 368, Pt. AAA, §8, is amended to read: 

26 

28 

30 

32 

34 

36 

F. For a person sentenced under paragraph S, C or D, the 
court shall order the defendant to participate in the 
alcohol and drug program for mul tiple offenders. The court 
may waive the multiple offender intervention program under 
Title 5, section 20073, subsections 4 and 5, if the court 
finds that the defendant has completed a residential alcohol 
or drug treatment program, or its equivalent, subsequent to 
the date of the offenseT: and 

Sec. 9. 29~A MRSA §2411, sub-§5, 1rG is enacted to read: 

~_. __ T.he court __ 2AaJ,1 __ Q.J;:_Q_er an add.i,tional per iQd Qf ItcenJi~ 

38 ~M§pensjQn of 275 days for a person sentenced uQqer 
:p-ax~gX9plLAL-!;l,_~_~ __ JL __ it: the person was operating witlL~ 

40 ~assenger under 21 :ll~ Qf age. 

42 Sec. 10. 29-A MRSA §24S1, sub-§S is enacted to read: 

445. ~g~~tio~al _~~iod o~~~p~nsion fQr tr~6PQ~kin9 

P9j;»_f:~qgs ynde~ 21 ye_grs oLi!9:-e. Unless specifically provid~ 
46 otherwlie in _this ch<;J.-pter, ~ecretary ~State shall im-PQ~EL~n 

.QgQitiona_~MJ:!-PfUl§ion period Qf 275 days o_n~:o existing 
48 §llsP-Elnsj,_QIL_lJn~ __ tJl,i-LJ;;_Eli'tiQILfQr any' failur~9_sul;>mit to a test 

for aUI if the persoIL-Q-Perated the motQr vehicle at the time Qf 
50 the offense with a passenger under 21 years of age. 
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2 Sec. 11. 29-A MRSA §2453, sub-§6, 1fB, as enacted by PL 1993, 
c. 683, Pt. A, §2 and affected by Pt. B, §5, is repealed. 

4 
Sec. 12. 29·A MRS A §2471, sub-§2, 1f1fA to C, as enacted by PL 

6 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 and affected by Pt. B, §5, are amended to 
read: 

8 

10 

12 

14 

A. For 6Q QQ days on the 1st offense: 

B. For eQ ~ days on the 2nd offense: and 

C. To the 2nd birthday following the date of issue or for 
9Q ~ days, whichever is longer, on the 3rd offense. 

16 Sec. 13. 29·A MRSA §2472, sub-§l, as enacted by PL 1993, c. 
683, Pt. A, §2 and affected by Pt. B, §5, is amended to read: 

18 
1. Licensee not yet 21 years of age. A license issued to a 

20 person who has not yet attained the age of 21 years is a 
provisional license for a period of eae-yeal!' ~e.gil following 

22 the date of issue or until the holder attains 21 years of age, 
whichever occurs last. That license remains in force as a 

24 nonprovisional license to the next normal expiration date. A 
license issued by another juriSdiction to a person who has npt 

26 yet attained the age of 21 years is a provisional license for the 
purpose of operating a motor vehicle within this State. 

28 
Sec. 14. 29~A MRSA §2472, sub-§2, as enacted by PL 1993, c. 

30 683, Pt. A, §2 and affected by Pt. B, §5, is amended to read: 

32 2. Suspension terms for moving violations. If a person who 
has not yet attained the age of 21 years is convicted or 

34 adjudicated of a moving motor vehicle violation that occurred 
within %;he--f-i--r-s-t.--yeal!' .2 years from the date of issue of the 

36 juvenile provisional license, the Secretary of State shall 
suspend the license: 

38 

40 

42 

44 

A. For 6Q QQ days on the 1st offense; 

B. For eG ~ days on the 2nd offense; and 

C. To the 2nd birthday following the date of issue or for 
9Q 120 days, whichever is longer, on the 3rd offense. 

46 A person whose juvenile provisional license is suspended may 
request a hearing pursuant to section 2483. 

48 
Sec. 15. 29·A MRSA §2472, sub-§3, as amended by PL 1995, c. 

50 26, §l, is further amended to read: 
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2 3. Suspension for OUI conviction or certain blood-alcohol 
level. The Secretary of State shall suspend ~e~-~-~~~~-at 

4 least---one---yea~, without preliminary hearing, a juvenile 
provisional license of a person who: 

6 
A. Receives an OUI conviction; or 

8 
B. Operates a motor vehicle with any amount of alcohol in 

10 the blood. 

12 Sec. 16. 29·A MRSA §2472, sub-§3-A is enacted to read: 

14 .3=A. JQ.YjlJlil~ proviLi~-Dal li~Jl.1iQ~ suspUliion for OO-.I 
.cQDyi~o.n or~lU_t~in bloo~Q..hol level. Unless a lQ...n.g.tl 

16 period of suspension applies. the Secretary of ~te shall 
~nd, without a preliminary hearing, a juvenile provisional 

18 license pursuant to subsection 3 for the following peri~ 

20 ~ne year for a first offense: and 

22 ~wo years for a 2nd offens_~ 

24 If the~etary of 5.tate d~(u:mines that tOJLl2.erson 9-PJ!r.o.t..e..Q.~ 

mot:;Qr yehicle at t.h.e time Qf the Qffense with a passenger under 
26 ~~ars Qf age. on additiQnal suspensiQn period of 180 days ~ 

be impos~ 
28 

Sec. 17. 29-A MRSA §2472, sub-§4, as amended by PL 1995, c. 
'30 26, §2, is further amended to read: 

32 4. Duty to submit to test. A person under 21 years of age 
who operates a motor vehicle shall submit to a chemical test if 

34 there is probable cause to believe that person has operated a 
motor vehicle with any amount of alcohol in the blood. The 

36 provisions of subchapter IV apply, except the suspension m~st-Be 
t;ejf-a-pejfie9-et;-ene-yea~· ... ~ 

38 
A. Eighteen mQnths fQr the first refusal; and 

40 
B Thirty mQnths for a 2nd or subseguent refusal. 

42 
If the SJ;1.~..rJ~tary of Stgte determine.L..:t.hat the person operateLthe 

44 !!lQtor vehicle at the tJme of toe offen~th a passenger un.@£ 
1J--y~~rs of age, on additional suspension period of 18~ys must 

46 be imposed. 

48 Sec. 18. 29-A MRSA §2472, sub-§6, as enacted by PL 1993, c. 
683, Pt. A, §2 and affected by Pt. B, §5, is amended to read: 
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6. Restoration of license. 
suspended under subsection 3 XQr 
of State may issue a license if: 

If a person's license has been 
a first offense, the Secretary 

A. One half of the suspension period has expired; and 

B. The Secretary of State has received notice that the 
person has completed the alcohol and drug program of the 
Office of Substance Abuse as provided in Title 5, section 
20071, subsection 4-B. 

A 2nd or subseguent offe~er may be issued a license following 
14 .tluL-.c,Qmpletlln of th.e period of ~PJ~nsion provi.Q,ed tlliL.SSl.{:xetary 

Q.f_SJ&te has received notice that the person has cQlJlPleted the 
16 il-l_c.Qj!QJ. and d:(]!g--J2.£Q.g!'J;lJJl of the Office of Substance Abu~ 

provided in Title 5, section 20071, subsection 4-B. 
18 

Sec. 19. 29-A MRSA §2503, sub-§l, as amended by PL 1995, c. 
20 368, Pt. AAA, §25, is further amended to read: 

22 1. Administrative suspension; work-restricted license. On 
receipt of a petition for a work-restricted license from a person 

24 under suspension pursuant to section 2453 r-...a45-1-,--6-\l&s-e-€-t.-i-&n--*r 
piu·a<!fF-elrp-ll--lh or section 2472, subsection 6 ~-A, paragraph Ii! A, 

26 the Secretary of State may stay a suspension during the statutory 
suspension period and issue a work-restricted license, if the 

28 petitioner shows by clear and convincing evidence that: 

30 

32 

34 

36 

38 

40 

42 

A. As determined by the Secretary of State, a license is 
necessary to operate a motor vehicle: 

B. 
and 

(1) Between the residence and a place of employment or 
in the scope of employment, or both; or 

(2) Between the residence and an educational facility 
attended by the petitioner if the suspension is under 
section 2472, subsection 6 3-A, paragraph Ii! A; 

No alternative means of transportation is available; 

C. The petitioner has not, within 10 years, been under 
44 suspension for an OUI offense or pursuant to section 2453. 

46 Sec. 20. Application. That section of this Act that enacts 
the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 29-A, section 1304, subsection 

48 1, paragraph H applies to permits that are issued after July 1, 
1998. That section of this Act that amends Title 29-A, section 

50 1351, subsection 1 applies to persons who have not attained 18 
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years of age before July I, 1998. Those sections of this Act 
2 that repeal Title 29-A, section 2453, subsection 6, paragraph B 

and amend Title 29-A, section 2471, subsection 2 and Title 29-A, 
4 section 2472, subsection 1 apply to persons issued a license on 

or after July 1, 1998. 
6 

8 SUMMARY 

10 This bill is the result of a study conducted by the Task 
Force on Young Drivers, established by the Secretary of State, to 

12 propose recommendations to reduce the disproportionately high 
number of motor vehicle fatalities and injuries suffered by young 

14 drivers and their passengers in the 16 to 24 age category. This 
bill proposes: 

16 
1. To increase from 16 years to 17 years the age for which 

18 driver education is necessary to obtain a license; 

20 2. To raise from 18 years to 20 years the minimum age of 
the licensed driver who may supervise the permittee during the 

22 permit period; 

24 3. To require a permittee to drive a minimum of 35 hours 
with a licensed operator, 20 years or older, during the permit 

26 period in order to obtain the experience needed to safely operate 
a vehicle. At least 5 of the 35 hours must be night driving. 

28 Licensed operators must certify the number of hours of driving 
the permittee operated the vehicle with the licensed operator. A 

30 parent or guardian must certify the permittee's completion of the 
additional 35 hours of required driving time: 

32 
4. To limit the number of passengers in a vehicle operated 

34 by a person under 21 years of age to the number of seatbelts in 
the vehicle; 

36 
5. An increased penalty of 275 days for a license 

38 suspension for persons 21 years old or older who operate a motor 
vehicle under the influence with juveniles under the age of 21 

40 years; 

42 

44 

46 

6. An increased 
suspension for drivers 
vehicle with passengers 
influence; 

penalty of 180 
under 21 years 
under 21 years 

days for 
of age who 

of age .while 

a license 
operate a 
under the 

7. An increased penalty of 275 days for a license 
48 suspension for persons who appear to be operating a motor vehicle 

under the influence with passengers under 21 years of age and who 
50 refuse to submit to an OUI test; and 
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2 8. An increase from one year to 2 years of the term for 
which a provisional license is issued to new drivers under 21 

4 years of age with respect to moving violations. With respect to 
operating under the influence, the provisional license will 

6 continue to remain in effect until the driver is 21 years of age. 
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