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118th MAINE LEGISLATURE 

SECOND REGULAR SESSION-1998 

Legislative Document No. 2099 

S.P.772 In Senate, January 20, 1998 

An Act to Prohibit Discrimination against Osteopathic Physicians and 
Provide Patient Choice. 

Approved for introduction by a majority of the Legislative Council pursuant to Joint Rule 
203. 

Reference to the Committee on Banking and Insurance suggested and ordered printed. 

Presented by President LAWRENCE of York. 

9tf}(J-~ 
JOY J. O'BRIEN 
Secretary of the Senate 

Cosponsored by Representative DONNELL Y of Presque Isle and 
Senators: AMERO of Cumberland, LafOUNTAIN of York, MacKINNON of York, RAND of 
Cumberland, Representatives: GAGNE of Buckfield, KONTOS of Windham, VIGUE of 
Winslow. 
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. I. 32 MRSA §2S87 is enacted to read: 
4 

£2587. Discrimination against o~t~9~~hysicians prohibited 
6 

.l.~ __ D..i!ic;:~im.inft.tiC:t~ ___ .P_t'.Q~.uu.tg.d. WheIL.JD~tdi.C.£l..l.~----ini.p._'L--.2ng 

8 ~~cjalty board certification are considerations in t~ 

.c_regentialing of osteo~hic pl}ys.icians, a stat.e bQ!;u:.d.L 
10 commission or department: hospital, health care facility, medical 

.s..taff, professional service corporation or profftlisional limited 
12 liability corporation: health maintenance organization, preferred 

1,?rovider oI..9-ani.~n, independen~u~ctice aSS..9J;;_i.ation, managed 
14 ~e organizatioIL~),an or any other insurance provider 

may not discriminate, on tbe basis of education or training, 
16 against eligible osteopathic physicians who ha~ 

18 A. G~~~_fXQ~Qical school and pos~octoral programS 
approved by either the American Osteopathic Association or 

20 .!:Jle. Accreditation COJ,lncil for Graduate Medical EdJ,lcation: or 

22 B. Be __ elLj!J!@J:.de9.~N eligibility or board certificatJ.9 __ tL.l;1y 
either the American Osteopathic Association or the American 

24 Board Qf Megical Specialtles. 

26 2. VJlQ~n§. Any violation of this section ~ay be 
g_njoined in an action brQJ,lght either in the name Qf the p~p.liL91 

28 the State by the district attorney for the COJ,lnty in which the. 
yj,olation occurs, upQn receipt of a complaint by the aggrievec1 

30 physician, or directly by the aggrieved physician. 

32 
SUMMARY 

34 
In order to increase access to and choice of physicians, 

36 this bill requires hospitals, health maintenance organizations, 
insurance companies and all health care entities that require a 

38 physician to be residency trained, board certified or eligible 
for certification in a medical specialty to accept residency 

40 training or certification approved by the American Osteopathic 
Association, the Accreditation Council for Graduate Medical 

42 Specialties or the American Board of Medical Specialties as 
satisfaction of the requirement. 
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