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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. 1. 35-A MRSA §102, sub-§l1, as enacted by PL 1987, c. 
4 141, Pt. A, §6, is amended to read: 

6 11. Person. "Person" includes a corporation, partnership, 
limited partnership, ].j,J!l.ili~LJ,j,M1J"iJ:y company, limited liability 

8 l2-qrtne.lih~ association, trust, estate-L---any other legal entity 
or natural person. 

10 
Sec. 2. 35·A MRSA §2101, as amended by PL 1995, c. 225, §7, 

12 is further amended to read: 

14 §2101. Organization of certain public utilities 

16 ~eFpeFa~ieBs A public utility for the operation of 
telephones and for the purpose of making, generating, selling, 

18 distributing and supplying gas or electricity or for the 
operation of water utilities, ferries or public heating utilities 

20 in any municipality, or 2 or more adjoining municipalities, 
wi thin the State, may be organized as a leq~l~t_.i.tY--QJJ,thoXA~f!J:1 

22 under the l3"eReFa},--(}-(H;-po-r-&t-e--;),aw laws of the State.L including 
Title 13-A. 

24 
Sec. 3. 35-A MRSA §2104, as enacted by PL 1987, c. 141, Pt. 

26 A, §6, is amended to read: 

28 §2104. Commission approval required for gas companies to 
furnish service 

30 
No gas utility eF';i1'H~i-3eEi-~~--'];.i-tr,..1e--*d-A may furnish its 

32 service in or to any municipality within the State, without the 
approval of the commission, even if no other gas utility is 

34 furnishing or is authorized to furnish a similar service. A-l3"as 
~ti;)'ity-~~~~-&eF¥iee-~~&&~&FY-~7-~r-sRall-~-~Rtil 

36 JaB~aFY-~7-~~--~-eb~aiR-~Re-~mJ~~~~~~-~-eeBtiR~e 

te-t~FRisR-seFvieeT 

38 
Sec. 4. 35-A MRSA §§2302 and 2306, as enacted by PL 1987, c. 

40 141, Pt. A, §6, are amended to read: 

42 §2302. Pipe1ines for common carrier transportation 

44 Every corporation organized under the general laws of the 
State and ~_PJ.illlic utilit,x owning, contrOlling, operating or 

46 managing any pipeline wi thin or through this State for the 
transportation as a common carrier for hire of oil, gas, 

48 gasoline, petroleum or any other liquidS or gases may lay its 
pipelines and construct and maintain them in, along and under the 

50 roads and streets in any municipality, subject to the conditions 
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and under the restrictions provided in this chapter and chapter 
2 25. 

4 §2306. No taking property without consent 

6 No ge~Fe~a~ien public utility organized under sections 2101 
and 2109 may take, appropriate or use the location, pipes, lines, 

8 land or other property of any other person doing or authorized to 
do a similar business, without consent of the other person, 

10 except by P~iya~e-~~~~-Ae~ private and special act of the 
Legislature. 

12 
Sec. 5. 35-A MRSA §4702-A is enacted to read: 

14 
§4702-A. Multi-year rate plans 

16 
1L __ ~t~ear rat.fL-p!sms. A gas utility or .e..ntity 

18 p.r:QPosing to become a gas utili.tL may filLrith. the commission a 
mM~~i~y~~t.e plan for setting and adjusting base rate~ 

20 purslJant to thi.s section. NQtwithstanding--.tbe prov~~Qns of 
chapter 3 < multi-year rate plans may be based, in whole or in 

22 parJ~L--..o .. n factQrs other than the gM utility' s cost Qf serviceL 
rC!.t~ b.ase and rate of retlJrn. Multi-ye~tg plans may make use 

24 9i~J;liC.eJi~Qxm:!!.l.Q.A..<_thL-p.rke Qf CQmplliti~~~~ other 
!JJ.e.cllanis.!Ils or f.sl.c.tors to dru:.grmine ratgs ang rate adjustmgnts. 

26 RQtesestablisl1ed lJnder a multi-year rate plan may incllJde a co.s..t. 
Qf-----S'@.~.l~li.lJ--S..tmt;lnt in accQrdgnce wi t~ection 4703 .§.ng rules 

28 ~opted by the commis~ pursuant to section 4703. 

30 .2. Action by cQmmi1i.sion. The commission mgy approve or 
gj};i.gP.P.Love g. proposeg ..rrrnlti-year rate plan or, wit~e consen.t 

32 of~ __ kt~~QPlicantt may approve an alternative plan. If the 
c.Q!IlJIti~s .. L<Ln...-.-Li;~j.~t9~---..t...ake act.Lon_ on a proposed plan w.tthin 2. 

34 months following--.-t...he filing of the proposgQ.~n< the pro~ 
pl..9~~ .. ~g~~~roveg by the co~nissiQllL 

36 
h_J;i{f~ct.i.y~qe~. EX<;;J;pt as p.roviQ.eJ;L_in thiL....§.ectioIh 

3 8@t:w:it.Jlst~Qngip.g the ~~lllQYi s ion~~glll~J-----.!lll~J--9QY.e.£niJ),g 
.cllpng.es ~tb~gtes Qr~~rgers 9L~ affecting Maine 

40 llt .. :LU tJ.e.s~nc.e~ __ 9"pPJ:.Q.Y.~d by the Gommi !?..ill..P and accepteg QY the 
g..as ut_ilitZ-.<- the mlJlti-year rate plan re.ill.9.in:;; in effect for the 

4 2 p.~_r i QQ . ....e.§j&l:!Jj,J~.heJ:Li1L..thfL.PhtLJJlll!;l .. S3LJ2Q .. tlLj~_l'JJL.cJ2.IJ)!ILi..s s i OJL.ADQ_the. 
g9~_lJ . .tU.iJ;:,.Y-9 .. gx_ee _.t9~_c.hang.e.--.i.P_th.!L_plgn. In j~_he ev:.ent of Q 

44 IJE),teri&--..c.h..g.ng~ in ~r..cumstance th~ was ngt reaso.®.QJy 
jores..ruLable at the time of approval of the plan and that causes 

46 tbe_J2l.-'llL..tQ........b...t;1.Gome contrHY-.to the interest of the PlJblic or the 
g..~~~~ility, the~ommi.§~iQ~-Y, on its own motiQn-..or tha~~ __ the 

48 9illi.. __ lJtility.. after pearing, amend the plan. Upon amendment Qf 
t~~lan, the commission shall make the follQwing fingings: 
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2 

4 

6 

8 

10 

12 

14 

8_. __ 1~!ILen!l!:rurnJ;..-t..Q_t.b~;LaA_i2 nece s ~~lliL._t~_t..he 
material change in circumstance t~~as not reasonably 
for~_s_~;Qle at the time of.--.JJllL i~j.tial approval of the plan 
and that material change caused the plan to become contrary 
to the interest of the pu;Qlic or the gas utility; 

B. The am.eJLQ.m.e.n.L.~1.l1.JLl?].ruLiJiJ_e..YfillJJ.~y.tral to the gas 
utility over the remaining term of the plan; and 

C. The am@gm~mt_iJ';_J;;_Qns_i§.lill~i_ttL-th_EL-~n.ten t , .PJJX11-Q§.es. 
IDl~.~all form of setting a~justing base rates of the 
initial plan. 

~~e_:t:i9_d_9LJ.:il_tiLPl~~.~_.MJJ.Hi-.y.e.aLJ:..qt.e __ p-J,g.M_r:eroQ.i.fLip, 
16 effect for the period approveg by the commission, but in no case 

may the periog be less than 5 years or more than 15 years. 
18 

.5~-p-ecial .~_~a,~ts. In rul<;liJ~.~-.-t.~~'p-~l conj:rac_ts. 
20 p-ermitteg unger section 703, subsection 3-A. a multi-year rat~ 

l?Jan may authorize tbe gas utility to entil~iJl~GQ.ru:.J:~~_with 
22 its customgrs for gas service or for both gas equipment, 

including thg installation ang servicing of gas equipment. and 
24 gas service. Thg terms ang conditions of contracts neeg not be 

.QQllsistent with the-----S@JLJ.Ltility' s filed schedules of rates-L.._t.e.ills. 
26 and conditions. Cont~li~~not regJJj.red to be filed with .the 

.QQmmission to be effective and enforcea;Qle in accordance with 
28 their terms. 

30 Th,i~e.Qt.,io~oes not limit.-__ the _ auth~y-of the cOiJl1TIis~ 

under section 1322. 
32 

Sec. 6. Transition. This Act applies retroactively to 
34 multi-year rate plans approved and applications for approval to 

furnish service filed or pending on or after January 1, 1998. 
36 

38 SUMMARY 

40 This bill does the following: 

42 1. It authorizes the Public Utilities Commission to approve 
multi-year rate plans for gas utilities similar to those plans 

44 presently in effect for electric and telephone utilities; 

46 2. It permits a utility to be organized as any legal entity 
allowed under state law; 

48 
3. It updates language in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 

50 35-A, chapters 21 and 23 by amending sections to pertain to all 
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rl 
I 

public utility companies, not just those utilities organized 
2 under general state corporate law; and 

4 4. It makes the provisions of the bill apply retroactively 
to filings pending or made on or after January 1, 1998. 
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