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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
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Sec. I. 20·A MRSA §1253, sub-§2, '1rB, as amended by PL 1989, c. 
4 104, Pt. C, §§8 and 10, is further amended to read: 
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B. Under Method C: 

(1) Nominations for directors sRa;!,;!, mUll be made on 
petitions provided by the district secretary. The 
petitions sRa;!,;!, !D..l!ll be signed as provided in Title 
30-A, section 2528, subsection 4, or if the candidate 
is a voting resident in a municipality having less than 
200 population, signed by at least 20% of the 
registered voters of that municipality; 

(2) The petitions sRa±± ~ be submitted to the 
registrar of voters in the respective municipalities 
for certification of the voting residence of the 
director nominated and of the voters signing the 
petition; 

(3) The registrar of voters shall return the certified 
petitions to the district secretary not later than 30 
days prior to the date of the annual election to be 
held in the municipality: 

(4) The ballot sRa±± must be prepared and distributed 
by the district secretary. It sRa;!,± must give the 
number of offices to be filled and list the candidates 
by municipalities or subdistricts in which they are 
resident; 

(5) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, school 
directors sRa±± ~ be elected by secret ballot; 

(6) If all member municipalities do not conduct the 
election for directors on the same date, then all 
ballots cast in the elections sRa±± ~ be impounded 
by the clerk of each municipality: 

(a) After all municipalities have voted, the 
clerks and one or more election supervisors 
designated by the municipal officers of each 
municipality shall meet at an agreed upon location 
and tally the ballot; 

(b) The tally sRa;!,± ID~~~ be completed within one 
day of the last member municipality election; 

(c) The election supervisors shall select 
among their members a eRa~FmaR chair who 
supervise the tally of ballots; and 
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(d) The clerk of each municipality shall as 
promptly as possible after the election certify to 
the board of directors the result of the voting in 
that municipality: aRa 

(7) Any recount petitions saa±± must be filed with the 
secretary of the board of directors and recounts saall 
mus~ be conducted in each member municipality in 
accordance with the applicable lawsT~ 

(8) In the~yent of a tie in the nMID~~r of vQtes cast 
fQr 2 Qr more candidates and a resQlutiQn Qf the tie is 
necessary to determine membership on the bQard of 
directors, the municipality shall hQld a run-Qff 
election for those candidates who were tied in the 
injtial election. 

Sec. 2. 20-A MRSA §2301, as amended by PL 1989, c. 104, Pt. 
20 c, §§8 and 10, is further amended to read: 

22 §2301. Applicability of provisions to certain towns or cities 

24 Sections 2302, 2303 and 2305 do not apply to municipalities 
whose charters specify the methQds Qf selectiQn, racallL 

26 resQlution Qf ti~ VQtes and term Qf Qffice Qf a schQQl cQmmittee, 
nor tQ municipalities whQ revise thei r charters Qr adQpt new 

28 charters under the "hQme rule" prQvisiQns Qf Title 30-A, chapter 
111, with specificatiQns for methQd of selectiQn, recall.L 

30 resQlutiQn Qf tie votes and term Qf Qffice Qf a schQQl committee, 
nor tQ municipalities authorized by private and special laws tQ 

32 otherwise chQQse a schQQ1 cQmmittee. 

34 Sec. 3. 20-A MRSA §2302, as amended by PL 1983, c. 422, §14, 
is further amended tQ read: 

36 
§Z302. Election of school committee members 

38 
A municipality, nQt included in a schQQl administrative 

40 district Qr a cQmmunity schQQl district waiea that operates 
grades Qne tQ 12, shall elect at its annual meeting a schQQl 

42 committee of 3 to hold office as provided in section 2305. The 
municipality shall fill vacancies in that committee at each 

44 subsequent annual meeting. In the e~ent Qf a tie in the num125!T 
gf votes cast fQr ~r more candidates and a resQlutiQn Qf the 

46 tie is necessary tQ determine membership Qn the schQQl bQar~~~ 
municipality shall hold a rMn-Qff electiQn fQr thQse candidates 

48 who were tied in the initial election. 
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2 SUMMARY 

4 This bill requires a municipality to hold a run-off election 
for school committee members and school boards of directors if 

6 the initial election results in a tie vote between 2 or more of 
the candidates. The additional election is only required if 

8 membership on the board or committee can not otherwise be 
determined. 
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