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118th MAINE LEGISLATURE 

SECOND REGULAR SESSION·1998 

Legislative Document No. 2090 

H.P.1491 House of Representatives, January 20, 1998 

An Act to Protect Victims of Domestic Abuse from Eviction. 

Approved for introduction by a majority of the Legislative Council pursuant to Joint Rule 
203. 

Reference to the Committee on Legal and Veterans Affairs suggested and ordered printed. 

Presented by Representative SAXL of Portland. 
Cosponsored by Senator KILKELL Y of Lincoln and 

tJ.~ 

Representatives: CAMPBELL of Holden, DONNELLY of Presque Isle, JONES of Bar 
Harbor, MERES of Norridgewock, STEVENS of Orono, WATSON of Farmingdale, Senators: 
CATHCART of Penobscot, PINGREE of Knox. 
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. 1. 5 MRSA §3360·H, first~, as enac ted by PL 1991, c. 806, 
4 §3, is amended to read: 

6 There is created a special fund, known as the "Victims' 
Compensation Fund," for the purpose of providing for the payment 

8 of claims arising under this chapter.L- for providing loans under 
~ection 336Q-M and for the payment of all necessary and proper 

10 expenses incurred by the board. The Attorney General shall 
administer the fund. 

12 
Sec. 2. 5 MRSA §3360-M is enacted to read: 

14 
13360-14. Loans for victims of domestic cWl!H 

16 
1illl_At-t!Lr:ney General shQ.J..l make available from ~l:!..~Yic..t.im..s~. 

18 Compensation Fund reVOlving loans to victims of ~stic abuse 
who are facing ev.iction due to economic ree,sons '. 

20 

22 

24 

26 

28 

30 

32 

34 

36 

1. Definitions. As used in 
content otherwise indicates, the 
following meanings. 

this section, unless th~ 

following terms he,ve the 

A. __ '~P.QJru;tsj;;j.c_~b_~J!.~the same meaning as defined in 
Title 19-A, section 1501 •. 

B. "Dwelling" i.ncludes mQhlJ,JLJ1QI!le.§~artment~.Yil_d;Ll1.g.Q. 
Qr other structures, including the CQ~non areas the~ 
which are rented fQr human habitation. 

C. "F~' means the Victims' Compensation Fund created in 
section 336Q-H. 

D. "Victim" means a vigJm of.....dQmestic abusQ ..... 

~_~~<lJ,l3...L.PJA~pose. A victim ITLgy e,:\?ply for a reYQlvi.ng 
38 loan from the fund, .t.hfL proceeds o.f which must b~lied to pax 

ren L.......{QL......t.h~L....d~...l.ling Q f t.hfl_v i cJ;,im. Appli c~tiQ.M.~S t be 
40 submitted to the board as follows. 

42 

44 

46 

48 

50 

A. The e,pplication must be in writing and under oath. 

l'L. __ 1:h.e~p!U.i.ca.t..LQ1L.......I!1JJs~...Qecify the daJ;;..sh __ --.nSlt.MJ.:.e._cm.d 
circum::;tances of ....tJllL.dQme::;tic abuse and the law enforcement 
agency to whiCh it was reported. 

.c_~bJLQPplis:....a.t...:iQIL.mJJ£t. include the ad.clr.e.ss of the .. _.QweJJ.ing 
at whiCh the victim lives, the nam~f the landlord of the 
dwelling at which the victim liyes4- the monthly rental 
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2 
amount and t.ne amount the victim is in arrears or needs to 
avoid eviction. 

4 .J..~.2Xm.li.. The board shall provide application information 
and application forms. 

6 
L_~1!,LQ.f_.l9.rm.6: .. ~iIDjts~he boar~ loan a victim 

8 an amount not to exceed the amount necessary to pay 2 months' 
rent of the victim's dwelling, 

10 
The board, in it.s sole discretion, may dis12.~~unds loaned 

12 directly to the victim or to the inpividuals or entities who 
serye as landlord of the victim's dwelling. 

14 
~~rmination of loan amount.. The board may hQld a 

16 hea(~na-Qn_~py applicatio~and shall hold a hearing if re~ted 
QY the victim. ~victim may adQress the boarQ at a hearing on 

18 .t.h~1212.licatio~~e board may _t.akfiL.t_Eli..timony uruMtl~ath. A 
decisiQn Qf the boarQ to grant a loan and the amQunt Qf the IQan 

20 must be maQe by majority vote Qf the members Qf the Q.oarQ. The 
Qoar~~ll make its decision no later than 2 weeks after receipt 

22 of the application. 

24 6. Obligation to repay. A victim to whQm a loan is made 
wrsuant tQ this section m~..9'.r~e __ ilL.Kr..iti.n9..J:JL1:e.J.lPY- the IQan 

26 within a time period specified by the bQard. The boarQ may 
.rJ~Sl.uir~he-yictim to make~Yments Qr may require the compl.ete. 

28 pi!.YffiJ?nt of~he IQan b'y a specifie<;1 date. The Attorney General 
shall prQviQe contracts tQ be used by th~~Qard and signed by the 

30 victim that establish the conditions and terms upon which the 
loan is_being maQe. 

32 

34 

36 

38 

40 

42 

44 

46 

Sec.3. 14 MRSA §6014, sub.§l"D is enacted to read: 

12_. __ ~pndlor~ma-y nQt evict an~nant 9~eg;uir.:,L the 
Q9.-YJllen.t~L..gQg_Hi9.D.al chargj:!~_aseQ so ltl,L..Q1L.thL f act._ox 
perception that the tenall.L.J,~r may become, the victim~{ 
dOIIJ.ru'Ltic abuse, as defined in Title 19-A, section 1501. A 
landlorQ may not be held criminally or civilly liable fOl: 
any cause of. action that... may result from compliance wi th 
this paragraph. 

SUMMARY 

This bill, based on a current provision of insurance law, 
48 prohibits the eviction of a tenant solely due to the fact that 

the person is or may become a victim of domestic abuse. The bill 
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also gives victims of domestic abuse access to the Victims' 
2 Compensation Fund, on a loan basis, to be used by those victims 

to avoid eviction due to economic circumstances. 
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