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118th MAINE LEGISLATURE 

SECOND REGULAR SESSION-1998 

No. 2085 Legislative Document 

H.P.1486 House of Representatives, January 20, 1998 

An Act to Provide for the Continuation of Town Government Despite a 
Failed Budget Referendum. 

(EMERGENCY) 

Approved for introduction by a majority of the Legislative Council pursuant to Joint Rule 
203. 
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Emergency preamble. Whereas, Acts of the Legislature do not 
become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted 
as emergencies; and 

Whereas, the Town of Berwick is changing its municipal 
budget process so that a referendum will be used to approve the 
municipal budget beginning in June 1998; and 

Whereas, it is therefore important that the changes made by 
this Act take effect before the expiration of the 90-day period; 
and 

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts 
create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of 
Maine and require the following legislation as immediately 
necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and 
safety; now, therefore, 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1. 30-A MRSA §2528-A is enacted to read: 

§2528-A. FQile~ budget ref~~~ 

If_~UIlg_i-E_~12J!o.--S~Lj~J19L..np-rov!'ld in 3 CQ.nsecut,Lve 
referenda, a municipality may continue to operate on 1/12 of the 
pxevious year's budget until a budget i§ approved. 

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency cited in the 
preamble, this Act takes effect when approved. 

SUMMARY 

This bill provides that if a municipal budget is not 
approved in 3 consecutive referenda, a municipality may continue 
to operate on 1/12 of the previous year's budget until a budget 
is approved. 
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