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118th MAINE LEGISLATURE 

SECOND REGULAR SESSION-1998 

Legislative Document No. 2058 

H.P.1467 House of Representatives, January 15, 1998 

An Act to Ensure That Lump-sum Workers' Compensation Settlements 
Are Credited to Child Support Obligations. 

(EMERGENCY) 

Approved for introduction by a majority of the Legislative Council pursuant to Joint Rule 
203. 

Reference to the Committee on Judiciary suggested and ordered printed. 

Presented by Representative BRAGDON of Bangor. 
Cosponsored by Representatives: BOLDUC of Auburn, BROOKS of Winterport, BUMPS of 
China, CAMPBELL of Holden, DONNELL Y of Presque Isle, KANE of Saco, LOVETT of 
Scarborough, MADORE of Augusta. 
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Emergency preamble. Whereas, Acts of the Legislature do not 
2 become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted 

as emergencies; and 
4 

Whereas, there are parents that are receiving public 
6 assistance; and 

8 Whereas, some of those parents are responsible for child 
support and are in arrears in making those payments; and 

10 
Whereas, it would benefit the children of these parents if 

12 lump-sum settlements from workers' compensation claims were 
applied to child support obligations; and 

14 
Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts 

16 create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of 
Maine and require the following legislation as immediately 

18 necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and 
safety: now, therefore, 

20 
Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 

22 
Sec. 1. 199 A MRSA §2360-A is enacted to read: 

24 
§2360-A. Lump-sum settlement; workers' compensation claims 

26 
The depaxj~IDfm.~hal1 peri~jll1y nQt.i.f:Y.---.t...~orke.rA.~ 

28 .cpmpensation Board, referred to in this section cUi the "lLQard, II 
of all perssm& woo owe t~partment a cilld support ~ebt th.at. 

30 h~s been liguidated by judicial or aQffiinistrative action-,--Prior 
to pa:y1ng-21).L.l!AJ!lP-~ellJement that m~.:Oe paid dirEu:tlL-l!y 

32 t.pe board, the board shall determine whether the person is on the 
lis~~.ui.Q_ns wh~owe a chi~~j2.P-Qrt~t to the State _ . ..thi;lt. 

34 ha1Ll;l.~.!;1JLlWidated by judicial or admini~tive actioIL. __ If the 
p~llon is on a lisL-QLp.f'!rsons whQ._ . ..2.l','.f'!_CJli1d sU-PP'Q.J;:t del:Lt.s.L.t:Jl~ 

36 board shall susPWd payment of the . .Lump-sum settJ.ement and nQt.H:y 
t.he person of its intention to~et the person's child supRQrt 

38 ~~~he lUffil2.::.IDl~!3ttlement. The board s_hall :Q..Qt.ifY-t-h.e. 
pg.rson Q.L..J;.he_-p~~~r_ight to ..r.e.yu~st a h!;1Qting before _ the 

40 9.epartmell~.ithin......_l5~y~LJJ!e perS9.I).-'-lLJ..ecejJ2.L~ __ thqt. 
noJ;j,...Qft~~arin.g is lim~d to the-Sl1!Sts.tj,Q!l....s..~whether the 

42 debt is li~~t!;1~~n.~~ther post-liquidation events. have 
affected~-pg~'s liability. The d!;1cision of th~epartment 

44 .aQ_to the existence----.9_:L.Q.--.liqui..Q._Q~t~Lde},;>t_~ti.till;es finQ], uag.em;y 
.Q_Gtion. If, within 90 days of the notice of intended setoff...tQ 

46 t~person, the department certifi!;1s to the board that the per~on 
did not mak!;1 a timely req.u..E;lst for h!;1aring or that a hearing~q.§. 

48 held and th~bt was u.,pbglQ-L __ tJJ.e board shalL...9Lfse.t.. the 
J_kuidateQ dW~Sl.ainst .J;h4LJ..w.nQ.-sum s!;1ttlem!;1n~ue to the 

50 person. Any money remaining from the lump-sum settlem!;1nt is paid 
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.t2-.L4~~QJ}_. __ U_the bo ar_~c}...Q~.Q_Il9....t __ .. bear from tillL.P.e.l,?..aLtl.llen t 
2 wi..t.hin~.J.~..QL...the-.noti_GJL..o{ intenqed setoff to tbe person, 

the board shall release all of the lump-sum settlement to the 
4 £.erson. 

6 Emergency clause. In view of the emergency cited in the 

8 

10 

12 

14 

preamble, this Act takes effect when approved. 

SUMMARY 

The purpose of this bill is 
obl igations are met by applying 
workers' compensation claim to 
obligation. 

to ensure that child support 
any 
any 

1 ump-·sum settlement 
outstanding child 
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support 




