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Emergency preamble. Whereas, Acts of the Legislature do not
become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted
as emergencies; and

Whereas, there is a seasonal lobster fishery in the vicinity
of Monhegan Island that has existed for over 100 years; and

Whereas, there is serious concern about the viability of
that lobster fishery given increasing fishing pressure; and

Whereas, there is serious concern about the economic
viability of the 1island that 1is predicated on the seasonal
lobster fishery: and

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts
create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of
Maine and require the following legislation as immediately
necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and
safety:; now, therefore,

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 12 MRSA §6439-B is enacted to read:

§6439-B. Mophegan Lobster Conservation Area:; limited lobster
fishi

1. DMonhegan Lobster Conservatiom Area. The following
described coastal waters of the State in the vicinity of Monhegan
Island are known as the Monhegan Lobster Conservation Area:

Beginning at a point located on Loran line 9960-25850 that

is 2 nautical miles southwesterly of the nearest shore of
Monhegan Island: then following Loran line 9960-25850 in a
southwesterly direction to the point where it intersects the
3-mile territorial sea line; then following the territorial
sea line around the southern end of Monhegan Island to the
peoint where it intersects Loran line 9960-12889; then
following Loran line 9960-12889 in a somewhat northerly
direction to the point where it intersects a point that is 2
nautical miles from the nearest shore of Monhegan Island:
then following a line that is 2 nautical miles from_ the
nearest shore of Mopnhegan Island to the point of beginning.

2. _ Prohibition, It is unlawful to £fish for or take
lobsters from the Monhegan Lobster Conservation Area without the
use of conventional lobster traps tagged with lobster trap tags
designated for use in the Momhegan Lobster Conservation Area as
issued by the commissioner under section 6431-B.
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I“i_ al Monhegan_ Lobster Conservatlon,A_ga lobster trap
gg eligibility. Monhegan Lobster Conservation Area trap tags

may only be issued _Lo_..in_1n_g1_1.,v.;dnnl_.w_h.g_m§§_e_s_sgd__a__gb_s__er_@_d
gg_ll_fiﬁhing license issued under section 6421 in 1996 and who
registered with the department in 1996 under rules establishing
the Monhegan Lobster Conservation Area and fished in the Monhegan
Lobster Conservation Area between January 1, 1997 and June 30,
1997, Certification of fishing in the Monhegan Lobster
Conservation Arga must be on forms suppligd by _ the ggmmi§§ioner.

Area r@g;§;er Qf lobster and crab fl§hlnq llcensg holders under
this section,

4, Continuing Monhegan Lobster Conservation Arxea lobster
trap tag eligibility. The commissioner shall maintain an annual

list of eligible Monhegan Lobster Conservation Area registrants.
A. An_individual may establish eligibility as a Monhegan

Lobster Conservation Area registrant for Monhegan Lobster
Conservation Area trap tags upon completion of all training

requirements, as modified hi ection, established under
ction 6422 rentic in th rainin r must
serve 2 vyear n a vessel operate a 1 r _an crab

fishing license holder, licensed under section 6421 who is
eligible for Monhegan Lobster Conservation Area trap tags
under subsection 3 and who shall sponsor the apprentice.
During those 2 years, the apprentice must have fished with
the sponsor for a minimum of 2/3 of the available fishing
days_within the Monhegan Lobster Conservation Area fishing

season.

B. The commissioner shall maintain a roster of individuals
who have successfully completed the training requirements
under this section., The roster must be maintained in
chronological order according to the date of completion of

the training requirements.

C. Q later ; an_August lst of each year, the commigsi ner

are ellglblg gg r6915L§ to flgh the Monhegan LQbster
Conservation Area. The _number of individuals may_not be
greater than the number of individuals from the Monhegan
Lobster Conservation Area register who did not maintain
eligibility.,

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency cited in the
preamble, this Act takes effect when approved.
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SUMMARY

Monhegan Island has had a seasonal lobster fishery that
occurs in winter for over 100 years. Participants in the fishery
did not fish for 1lobsters at other times of the year.
Participants historically imposed locally developed trap limits
on themselves. The fishery historically has been the
underpinning of the island economy when, during the winter, there
was no other source of income on the island. This proposal is to
secure that historical practice by establishing a Monhegan
Lobster Conservation Area that 1limits the amount of fishing
practiced in that area by limiting the number of participants and
by requiring a training program as a precursor to new entry into
the fishery. The purpose of the training program is to foster
stewardship through knowledge of local environmental and
ecological conditions and local fishing practices.
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