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118th MAINE LEGISLATURE 
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Legislative Document No. 2021 

S.P.743 In Senate, January 14, 1998 

An Act Concerning Commercial Fishing in the Vicinity of Monhegan 
Island. 

(EMERGENCY) 
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Emergency preamble. Whereas, Acts of the Legislature do not 
2 become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted 

as emergencies; and 
4 

Whereas, there is a seasonal lobster fishery in the vicinity 
6 of Monhegan Island that has existed for over 100 years; and 

8 Whereas, there is serious concern about the viability of 

10 

12 

14 

that lobster fishery given increasing fishing pressure; and 

Whereas, there is 
viability of the island 
lobster fishery; and 

serious concern about 
that is predicated on 

the 
the 

economic 
seasonal 

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts 
16 create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of 

Maine and require the following legislation as immediately 
18 necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and 

safety: now, therefore, 
20 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
22 

Sec. 1. 12 MRSA §6439-B is enacted to read: 
24 

§6439-B. ~:p.b,e.g~ __ L21.lJ;:ter COAGervatl_qu Areil.~iteJL.l2:b.~t.er 
26 fi&hing 

28 .1. Monh~ Lobst.~r Conse.rvat.ion Area. The following 
.Q.e.~criped coastal wQ.t..e..u;~L..the State in the vicinill-9..f. Monhegan 

30 Island are known as the MQnhegan Lobster ConservatiQn Area: 

32 ;Beginning at a point locQted on LQran line 996Q-2585Q that 
is . 2 nauticQl miles southweJLt,ti.~~l).e nearest sb.or~_of 

34 MQJJ.lJ&g~slQnd;--then followi...ng LorQn line 92.~850 in a 
southwesterly direction to the -I!.9int where it intersects the 

36 3-mile terri.tQ.rial sea line: then following the territod.gl 
sea line around thlil~southern end of Monhegan Is;I.and to the 

38 J2.oint __ J{h§.u:.~.L.j,nJ;.j:l.r..s.eqt.L_J;'&HLIL-line .99Q.Q-IZlUL9i._..J:.Aem 
following LQrQn line. 9960-12889 in a somewhQt nQrthe.rly 

40 .di.~IDL-~t,be PQint wherlil iL~J~ts a PQin..t........that.JJi.....2. 
nautical miles frQm the ne~st shQre of MQnhegan I./iJand; 

42 then fQllowing a lin.e that is 2 nQutical miles from the 
nearest shore of Monhegan Island to thlil point of peginning. 

44 
:2. Pr.9_:tJ,J:b.iti.2A----.l..LJs._J.Lnlaw.ful ~~j.sh fQr or ta){e 

46 lobstlilrs from the Monhlilgan LQbster CQn.slilrvation Area without the 
use of conventiQnal lo!:L§ter traps taggruL with lo~r trap tag.§. 

48 ];'lesignated for use in the Mo.n.D&g.rllLl&Qster Conservation AreQ as 
issued by the commissioner unde.r section 6431-B. 

50 
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~x!'.i.ti.a~~~J.J§,Y.L_l&,b.~ter_c.Q1J.~.~:nrID:.iQJL Areg lQbstQL-tra.p 
2 tag eligibility. Monhegan Lobster Conservation Area trap tags 

may only be issued to an individual who possessed a lobster and 
4 crab fishing license is:iJ.!,~..Ylliler sectiQn 6421 in 199~nd....JLl:l,Q 

.I~istered with t~P.2rtm~m.t.. in 1996 under rules establishing 
6 the Monhegan Lobster Conservation Area and fishe~~~Monh~gan 

I&.bster Conser:.Yat..i_Q1LA.~~Q..~twe..e.;tL_JsnlJary L 1997 and JJ.!,ne 3(L. 
8 1..2-21 • C&rtificru;,.ion of fis.Dj,~in the Monhegan L!:L~ter 

Conservation Area must be.....Q1). forms supplied by the commissioner. 
10 'IDe CO!m:n.i.s...s..ione..LJ!.ha.ll~_ablish a Monhegan Lobril-er:. __ C.Q.llii.e..I'y.g!".J&n 

Arel'LJ:..~l~ter of lobster and crab fishing license holders under 
12 this section. 

14 .L....---CQnt.i:p.ui.:Qg~~g.~obster CQns.e.Ul.\tti.~Area. lQbst~ 
J~J"a.p_t~q_el.i,gi..bj.J,it'y .• __ Th~ __ QQ....mmi s s iQ..I}.!tL shall maill.tg,hLaIl._Q..I}!1J!al 

16 list of eligible Monhegan Lobster Conservation Area registrants. 

18 A. An indiviQygl may estgblish elj,gibility as a Mon~an 
Lobster Conservatio)) Areg re.gi.s.yant for Monhegan Lobster:. 

20 Conservgtion Ar.ea traJ?~.9.~L.1lJ;ill.n. completion of all training 
requirements, gS modified by this section, estgblished J.!,nder 

22 section 6422. An apprentice in the training program must 
serve 2 years on a vessel operated by a lobster and crab 

24 fishing license holder, licensed under section 6421 who is 
elj,g~~L~.MQ..nh.e.9.a.IL....L.Q.b..s.ter Conservation Area trap tags 

26 unde~@~.e.l;~J; . .i.Qll~gnd who shall SQQ!1sor the appr:.entice. 
During those 2 years, the apprentice must have fished with 

28 .t..,p,e sQQnsor for a m,inimum of 213 of th,!:! available fi_shin.9 
da~ within the Monhegan---.l&bster Conservation Area fishing 

3 0 .Q e a~Q..IL.. 

32 

34 

36 

38 

40 

42 

44 

13.. The commi.§..S.iQPer ffial.Lmaintai~L...aJ_Q.QJ;&r of individuals 
who have succes.1ii.I.!.lly completed the training r~quirements. 

~n~this secL~Qn, The r~~r must ~maintained in 
chr.Q1J.olQqic~orger~cording to the date of completion of 
the training requirements. 

C. No l.at~~an Augu~t of each year, the cQIDmis....~Jone.£ 

shal.l..jej;.~..I.!Jlj,ne~JJL...thSiL._trainl1!9-...I_oster which indj,v!.Q1!g...JS. 
are eligible to register to fish in the Monhegan Lobster 
.kO..!!Q.ervgtion_h-rea. The numb~ of individuals may .not be 
grea:ter than the number of inQividuals from the Monhegan 
LQtLsJ~.~..I_1,:_Qn~yation Area register who did not maintain 
eligibilit-Y-t-

46 Emergency clause. In view of the emergency cited in the 
preamble, this Act takes effect when approved. 

48 
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SUMMARY 
2 

Monhegan Island has had a seasonal lobster fishery that 
4 occurs in winter for over 100 years. Participants in the fishery 

did not fish for lobsters at other times of the year. 
6 Participants historically imposed locally developed trap limits 

on themselves. The fishery hi.storically has been the 
8 underpinning of the island economy when, during the winter, there 

was no other source of income on the island. This proposal is to 
10 secure that historical practice by establishing a Monhegan 

Lobster Conservation Area that limits the amount of fishing 
12 practiced in that area by limiting the number of participants and 

by requiring a training program as a precursor to new entry into 
14 the fishery. The purpose of the training program is to foster 

stewardship through knowledge of local environmental and 
16 ecological conditions and local fishing practices. 
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