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118th MAINE LEGISLATURE 

SECOND REGULAR SESSION .. 1998 

Legislative Document No. 2004 

H.P.1440 House of Representatives, January 14, 1998 

An Act to Ensure Long-term Funding of the Maine Agriculturnl 
Experiment Station Research Farms Connected with Land Grant Colleges. 

(EMERGENCY) 

Approved for introduction by a majority of the Legislative Council pursuant to Joint Rule 
203. 

Reference to the Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry suggested and 
ordered printed. 

Presented by Representative GREEN of Monmouth. 
Cosponsored by Senator TREAT of Kennebec and 
Representatives: BUNKER of Kossuth Township, DEXTER of Kingfield, FULLER of 
Manchester, McKEE of Wayne, SPEAR of Nobleboro, WATSON of Farmingdale, Senators: 
KlLKELL Y of Lincoln, NUTTING of Androscoggin. 
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Emergency preamble. Whereas, Acts of the Legislature do not 
2 become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted 

as emergencies; and 
4 

Whereas, this legislation requires that, for the fiscal year 
6 beginning July 1, 1997, funding for each of the research farms 

must equal or exceed funding received in fiscal year 1995; and 
8 

Whereas, in order to implement this requirement before the 
10 end of the 1997-98 fiscal year, this legislation must take effect 

immediately; and 
12 

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts 
14 create an emergency wi thin the meaning of the Constitution of 

Maine and require the following legislation as immediately 
16 necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and 

safety: now, therefore, 
18 

20 

22 

24 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1. 5 MRSA §12004-G, sub-§4-A is enacted to read: 

4-A. 
AgricultUre 

~.lLQ:( 
Agriculture 

Legisla~ 

fer Diem 
7 MRSA 

~ 

26 Sec. 2. 7 MRSA c. 5 is amended by repealing the chapter 
headnote and enacting the following in its place: 

28 

30 
OOMID._~X--AGRlcm..~ 

32 MAINE AGlUCUL'J.'URAL UPERIMEJ.IT STATION 

34 
Sec. 3. 7 MRSA §121. as amended by PL 1985, c. 779, §25, is 

36 repealed and the following enacted in its place: 

38 S121. Maine Agrlcultur~l Experiment Station 

40 1. Ej;;~MliIi~:Q,t.,,---'J;'h~pQ,rtme~f the Uni YJ~rsHY._._Q:( 
Maine System known and designated as the Maine Agricul~ural 

42 ~xperiment Station, :r::~Util. to in this section ~tillL~tQ,tion, II 
es.tablished at the University of Maine in connection with~ 

44 university aIll'L.Jillder the direction of the university and the 
Board of Agriculture as established in Title 5, secLion 120~4-GL 

46 st!bsection 4-A, fo.r the ~urpose of carr.,l".,inR-intQ effect an.~Q.t 
the Congress of the United States, approved March 2, 1887, to 

48 establish agricultural experiment stations in connection with ~h~ 
colleges established in the several s~es under an Act approved 

50 July 2, 1862, and of the Acts supplementary thereto, must be 
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rnaj..ntained in ~Q..rdance with the purposes for which it was 
2 originally established. 

4 _4t_o _J2iX.eJ,~t9_r-,,---.Th~_aQJ;U;g~;LAg..r.icul~\1rSl. __ $Jlall appoJnt.--.t:QLa 
.tJ:!XI]._OC_~EH!.r.L a Dire~tor of the Ag..r.iCJl..llJlral Experiment 

6 SJ;.ation, referred ~in this section as the "director," with tb.sl. 
m?.PIQva~~l;1~L._.R:re.sid~J1t ... o(._the._!Jlli'l!li..s.ity of Maine. AfteL..t.n.e. 

8 t.~nIL...Q~!i!..~pirSl.Q.,_ the director is eligible for reappointment. 
'Tll.e __ ~Ure_cJ;&~Illil...Y~!LX'emoygQ.--h¥ the Preside~l--.the University of 

10 MairliLL with the approval of the Boar!l.. of Agriculture, for cauSJL.. 
The director shaJl wo_rk with the IkLard of Agriculture to overs_rul. 

12 the work of the University of Maine~MAty at the statj_QD_. ___ r~ 
.d.iH1..ctor_Q.L-.th.L-§.~.tion is the executive and administrative 

14 officer of the station and shall exercise supervision, .direction 
ill~d.QQn.t..rol over tJ~t9J:J. .. QJ.L.i.n........aQQQXdance with the pr.QSJ'ams an.d 

16 PQlicies of t~niversity of Maine and those establishe.d by the 
~oard of Agriculture. 

18 
3. Bu.dget. The Board of Trus_t..e~s of the Uni versi ty of 

20 M9j.n!L.~....a)~tablis.h annually a budget for the station and 
witlJ,in that blMlget. a separate line Hem for each of the research 

22 .ti:!.DllQ_QJ2...e.r.aJ;,sHi_ .. D..Y.-t.h.fL.....lit..a..tlQu. For the U.s.c..al........¥~.L...lleginning 

July ~ll2l.-.f.JJnding for e~f the research farms must equal 
24 Q..r_ .. ju~_c_e..ed fYnding received .iJL..!iscal year. 1995. The Board of 

AgricuJJ;.yre s~l Qybmit annually to the board -lli-..t..rJ,l£.e...es. 
26 LlXOJ?O..s.Qls for addition~Q<l.in!L for capital building projects at 

tj1~_~"CSl..fie .. 9r..c.h_.taJ' .. I]J> .. !.~pi tal I:>!J.J.l.ll.ing pr9.J_~t.£_1!·H!§..~e fundell 
28 .tlom within university faciliti~anagement through the use of 

.QQll..Qf,t ___ OL-_!XQ!l\ ____ separate state appropriations specific to a 
30 J2..[oposed project. 

32 Sec. 4. 7 MRSA §§122 to 124 are amended to read: 

34 §122. Orcharding and crops 

36 The Maine Agricultural Experiment Station shall conduct 
scientific investigations in orcharding, corn and other farm 

38 crops and, to this end, shall maintain the ~aFm LQrms heretofore 
purchased in the name of the State, and stocked and equipped for 

40 the use and benefit of sa~El tb,§! station. The g~Fe9t~H'-~-tRe 

MaiBe--A~£~€yJ~y£aJ--~~~~--~~~--&a&kk--Raye Board o( 
42 S9.rj,J;..1,Jlture has the general supervlslon, management and control 

of saiEl-~aFm t.hose ~ and of all investigations thereon. 
44 

§123. Animal husbandry 
46 

The Maine Agricultural Experiment Station shall conduct 
48 scientific investigations in animal husbandry, including 

exper iments and observations on dairy cattle and other domestic 
50 animals, and Sl:l9a ~ investigations saaJJ--Be £.Ut under the 
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control of the Elh'ee~{H---Q-f---£-aJ.-El---st.at.iea BQg.uL..Q~"-9L.i.gJ).J~ur~. 
2 The experiments in animal husbandry may be conducted at any of 

the farms owned by the State. 
4 

§124. Expenditure of appropriation 
6 

Sliea-Slims-aS-SRa;J,*-se SJ,lmsthat_9X.e. appropriated in favor of 
8 the Maine Agricultural Experiment Station sha±± my£t be expended 

by the EliFeet.eF-ef-saiEl-statiea Board of Agriculture in executing 
10 seetiea sections 121, 122 and 123. 

12 Sec. 5. 7 MRSA §125 is enacted to read: 

14 §125. Board of Agric~~ 

16 1. Est.MJ.is...~~uties. The Board of Agr iculture-L 
referred to in this section as the "board," is established within 

18 the University of Maine. JruLJ2QMd shaU advise the Chancellor 
of the University of Maine System and the President of the 

20 University Qf Ma~ne on matters ~cerning the operation and 
management of the Agricultural Expuimen...L..S.t.a.t..i..Qn and CQopell.t.i~ 

22 Extension Service programs. The board shall assist the 
chanGellor and the pre§ident in -.a.rticulatingthe minion of and 

24 developing budgets for the Maine Agricultural Experime.nt 
.s..tation. The bogn'l shall _c_Qn.li1l1t wi~JL_t.he followinSL...agLigMJtlJxa_l 

26 commodity advisory committees on research and extension 
priorities: 

28 

30 

32 

34 

36 

A. The---.Upiversity of Maine ~m Wild BluebJtrry Adviso:cy 
Commission; 

B. The Potato Marketing Improvement Committee; and 

C. The Maine Marketing Advisory Board. 

Title 5, section 12004-G, subsection 4-A, consists of the 
38 following members: 

40 

42 

44 

46 

48 

50 

A. A desig~f the Pr~ident of the Univ~~~~in~ 

B. A~e~gnee of th~~ncellor of the University of Maine 
System. 

C. The Commissioner of Agriculture, Food and Rural 
Resources; 

D. The pre§ident of a statewide farm bureau; 

E. The president of a statewide agricMltural council; 
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2 

4 

6 

8 

10 

12 

14 

16 

18 

20 

22 

24 

26 

28 

30 

F. Eight members representing t~9£i~~ltural industry, 
one person designated by each of the following; 

(1) The Maine Potato Board; 

(2) The Seed Potato B~ 

~The Maine Blueberry CornmissionL 

(4) A statewide PQIDQlogical society: 

15) A ~t~tewide vegetable and small fruit grower~ 

association: 

(6 ) A statewide dairy indusll,y association; 

(7) A statewide landscape and nursery association; and 

(a} A ~t~tewige flQri~t gng grQwer~ aSSQ!;;iatiQn; 

G. Tw...Q members Qf the joint stangil!9.--S_<Lmmj.~e 

Legislature having lu.d.s.diction Qver agricultural, 
~d nat~rgl resQur!;;e matters. gppointeg jointly 
Presigent of the Senate and the Speaker Qf the House: 

of t.lli! 
forestry 
by the 

H. One farmer with live!;!tock e~'perience in an grea_ oth.er. 
t.h.9_IL-.J.'l..£i!:.Y--..t"arming, chQ§.~"-,n"-~f"-,r"-,o",,lw.n_ .... a_-*1-*i.£!s-,,t,---,,o,-,,f,---,,3L-...--,n,,-,o"..1JlJ.nee/i 
submitted by a statewide beef and _s""h~e",-",eJ:'.p __ p~r-""o-",g...,u,""c",e,-"r ..... s 
association, apPQinted by the GovernQr; aug 

32 .L'-_..----1::w:o ___ r_e.-Sej;!.xch ___ f~Jllty memQeLS_~!:LSQ.c...li!ted wit.h 
agricultural research at the University of Maine, appointed 

34 by the Boarg of Trustees of the University of Maine. 

36 2. Term.§i~_g.s;:h...JD..ember ser~s a t.!H:m_Qf 5 years. exce.p..t 
that the terms of legislative members expire the fir~Wedn~9dgy 

38 in December Qf even-numbereg years. Vacan!;;ies must be filleg by 
the appointing authority to complete the term of the preceding 

40 appointee. 

42 ~_q~Jr; sec_~~~"y~he board shg11 select apnuaL!.Y-ill!e. 
of its members to serve as chair. The Dire!;;tor of the 

44 AgricultJlral Experimrult-..Station, shall serve as secretary to the 
b...QA.rd but the girec..t.Q.r is not a member of the board and ha~ 

46 .Y.!Lt..e...... 

48 .1 .• __ CgJllPep,s..~tj.c:m. .• __ 'l'.he board members are entitled to 
legi§.lative per d~~cQ.mpensation for attendance at board 

50 meetings in accQrgance with Title 5, chapter 379. 
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2 .5. __ ~epq:r;t .• __ Th..!it..JJ9~r!:L_Qf_--.Agricul.tjll:~~..lLIJ~J2~~J;:.ml.eQs~ 
p-1:U1JtalJ.,y to the jcinJ~ __ standj,JllL~Qmmittee of the Legislature 

4 hq.jLing~J'!J:.i-1l-.d,i.~tiQJLQ-y.-eL_Q.-9I.i.~u1.tJJLaL.mq.~t_~r_~.J'),1Lq._t-o __ ~be_l;3...QQI~.f. 
IrJ!s tee s 0 f the U:qj,JLe r siJ;:,Y_~.Ll1ai n~L_'l'ruLJ:<;U>Q£Lmus Li nc 1 ~Q.e an 

6 pC coun t in-9~.JJle.~tJng.s_.ailll_i,'L~tiQJlli~J;;he.~r d 0 f Ag:(iQ..1,Jl..t-\,lr~ 

il1cluding ag~eJ;!llent_.!L_. __ epJ;-ereq_iA.t.Q, __ J~.tat~~~f __ Q.J;lrnol1rrration 
8 N_o-i.ects, research ____ Lt115.HngsL __ informaU<L®L--.a.cJ;;..ivities and an 

~xal.ua t ion--.9~Qe.-Mtr i CJJ_U.\,lJ.i11_~_IJleJJJ;-__ ~a timL..and_CillUleJ:.atjY\l 
10 E~t~l1sion __ Servic~Qg:rams, wi.t11 __ r.JiLCOmm@9..il!;.J.Q.ns regarding 

change SOl' imp r Q..~tJL.in...l:..lliLl;!_~Q!,;g:.ill!l.lLl)..lliLt.he b udqe.k 
12 

.§.~(m,q:::J"J,m.g~_pJ.~.ll~ovemb_e_~lL-~]h_t.ruLl2Ql;L~hall 

14 establish a Jong-ra-1:lg~;Lan _!.QJ::_-.9--P_!;Lratio!L of the Agricultural. 
Elj:J2e r il]w :q~ 1&.t..i 0 n_Qnd _the~Q£e~a..tiy.§L.E~tJilnlihlLl1._Se ry iJ;.fL-J2-rog r .am s_ 

16 that includftl! but iL--.n..o..Llimited .t.Q_.~IUl __ f.QL~ch of the 
L~rch farms, jQint.._~lll1~~-tQ~xperime.nL-.£t-ation and 

18 !;!)!:tension facult~~giona:U,.~ion _Q.~~.~ion facilitJ~t~L 
better utilization Qf rese_ax_~l:LJ:M..IJl.~.~ml......Q.Qj.ectiv~ for research 

20 f 0.L~aQ1Lagxj.J;;J!l.t.ill:~J,-_~QJD1Il9~ i :tL.tlliLS-t.~_,-

22 Emergency clause, In view of the emergency cited in the 
preamble, this Act takes effect when approved. 

24 

26 SUMMARY 

28 This bill requires the University of Maine at Orono Land 
Grant College to establish a line item for the Maine Agricultural 

30 Experiment Station research farms, to fund the research [arms 
with funding equal to or exceeding 1995 levels. The bill creates 

32 a Board of Agriculture to manage the farms, oversee the 
development of long-range plans for the agricultural experiment 

34 station farms, research programs and Cooperative Extension 
Service programs and coordinate activities with existing 

36 agricultural commodity organizations interested in, or currently 
supporting, research at the research farms. 
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